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* To the CHIEF of 


* 
A Faithful Accorft of the Life ai | - 
Death of * 2. 
hy 5 | | 
O Rv aq; 18 
A brief Relation of the 3 15 
Mercy of God uf Chriſt to him. 44 

NAMELY, +. 753 

In his taking him out of the Dunghall f 
and Converting of him to the Faith of his |: 
Bleſſed Son JESUS CHRIST. 
Here is allo particularly ſhewed, 2 
What Sight of, and what Trouble he had 


for Sin; and alſo, what various Tempta- 1 | 
tions he hath mer with; and how God 

| hath carried him through them. . 
| 


Corrected and much enlarged by the Author, tor we | 
Benefit of the temot⸗d and 4ejette:! Chrittian 61 


| 
| Sx | 
ii The Ninth Edition, with his C baratter, Ws 
F — 
Come and hear all ye that fact God, * I will de 
clare what he hath dons Jer my Soul, Pf. 66.16, 


—— 


| 
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Or, Brief Account of the Publiſhing this Work.” 

* Written by the Author thereof, and dedica- 

| ted to thoſe whom God hath counted him wor- 
thy to beget to Faith, by his Miniſtry in the 
Word. bn 


Hildren, Grace be with you. Amen 
! being taken from you in Preſence, 
and ſo tied up that I cannot perform that 
Duty: that from God doth lye upon me to 
vouward, for your farther edify ing and 
building up in Faith and Holineſs, &c: 
vet that you may ſee my Soul hath father- 
y Care and Deſire after your ſpiritual and 
everlaſting Welfare, I now once again, as 
before, from the Top of Shenir and Her- 
mon, 10 now from the Lions Dens, and from 
= the Mountains of the Leopards, (Song 4. 8.) 
do look yet after you all, greatly longing 
to ſee your ſafe Arrival into THE deſired 
} Haven, vn 
l thank God upon every Remembrance = 
of you; and rejoyce, even while I ſhck 
between the Teeth of the Lyons in the 
S Wilderneſs, that the Grace, and Mercy, 
and Knowledge of Chriſt our Saviour, 
which God hath beſtowed upon you, With 
abundance of Faith and Love; your Hun- 
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your Tenderneſs of Heart, your trembling | 


The Philiſtines underſtood me not. | 
ſomething a Relation of the Work of God 
upon my Soul, even from the very firſt, 


„ to my Children, Pſ. 78. 32 +2 5 


grings and Thirſtings after farther Ac- 


Caſtings down, and Riſings up; for he 


woundeth, and his Hands make whole. 1 


N PREFACE, *” 
quaintance with the Father, in the Son ; 


at Sin, your ſober and holy Deportment 
alfo, betore both God and Men, is a great 
Refreſhment to me; for you are my Glory 
and Foy, 1 Theſſ. 2. 20. | 

I have fent you here incloſed, a Drop 


of that Honey that I have taken out of the 
Carcaſs of a Lyon, Judg. 14. 5, 6, 7, 8. I 4 
have eaten thereof my ſelf, and am much 
refrethed thereby. ( Temptations, when 
we meet them at firſt, are as the Lyon 


that roared upon Sampſor ;, but if we over- 
come them,the next time we ſee them,we 
Mall find a Neſt of Honey within them.) | 
It 28 | 


till now, wherein you may perceive my 


It is written in the Scripture, 1/a. 38. 19. 


2. 


* 


yy 


Truth of God. Yea, it was for this Reaſon I 


©. 
N 
* 8 


I lay ſo long at Sinai, Lev. 4. 10, 11. to ſee i 


5, 


2 the Fire, and the Cloud, and the Darkneſs, of 
that I might fear the Lord all the Days of my | 


Life upon Earth, and tell of his wondrous Works 
Moſes, | 


„ Wi, 2 hat 


U 

15 
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Tie Father to the Children ſhall make known ile 


me 
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7eſes, Numb. 33. 1, 2. writ of the jour 
neyings of the Children of J/rael, from 
Egypt to the Land of Canaan ;, and com- 
manded alſo, that they did remember 
their 40 Years Travel in the Wilderneſs. 
Thou ſhalt remember all the Ways which the 
Lord thy God leads thee theſe forty Tears in the 


= W:lderixſs, to humble thee, and to prove thee, 
aud to know whit was in thine Heart, whether 
= tho: would$t teep his Command ments, or no, 
Deut. 8. 2, 3. Wherefore this 1 have en- 
Ldeavoured to do; and rot only fo, but to 
& publiſh it alſo ; that, if God will, others 
may be put in remembrance of what he 
8 bath done for their Souls, by reading his 


Work upon me. 
It is profitable for Chriſtians to be often 
calling to mind the very Beginnings of 


Grace with their Souls. It is a Night to be 
much obſerved to the Lord, for bringing them 


out from the Land of Egypt. This is that 


Night of the Lord to be obſerved of all the 


Children of Iſrael, in their Generation, Exod. 
12.42. Ay God, ſaith David, Pſ. 4.2.6. 
my Soul is caſt down within me; but I will re 
member thee from the Land of Jordan, and uf 
the Hermonites, from the Hill Mixar. He 
remembred alſo the Lyon and the Bear, 
when he went to fight with the Gyant of 
Gath, 1 Sam. 17. 36, 37. Aa Vt 


> 


"I REFAXCE; 
It was Paul's accuſtomed manner, Act, 
22. and that, when tried for his Life, Act; 
24. even to open before his Judges the 
manner of his Converſion: He would 
think of that Day, and that Hour, in 
which he firft did meet with Grace; for 
he found it ſupported him. When God 
had brought the Children of Iſracl out of 
the Red-Sea, far into the Wilderneſs, yet 
they muſt turn quite about thither again, 
to remember the drowning of their Ene- 
mies there, Numb. 14. 25. for tho” they 
fang his Praiſe before, yet they ſoon for- 
got his Works, Pſalm 116. 11, 12. ö 
= In this Diſcourſe of mine, you may ſee 


much; much I ſay, of the Grace of God 
= towards me: I thank God, I can count it 
much, for it was above my Sins and Sa- 
: | tan's Temptations too. I can remember 
my Fears and Doubts, and fad Months, 
| | with Comfort; they are as the Head of 


4 


Goliah in my Hand: There was notling to 
David like Coliah's Sword, even that Sword WR 
that ſhould have been ſheath'd in his Bow- 
els ; for the very ſight and remembrance 
of that did preach forth God's Deliverance 
to him. Oh, the remembrance of my great 
Sins, of my great Temptations, and of my 
great Fear of periſhing for ever! They 

ca . bring 
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The PREFACE. > 
bring afreſh into my Mind, the Remem- 


7 * 

7, brance of my great Help, my great Sup - 
he ports from Heaven, and the great Grace 
d that God extended to ſuch a Wretch as I. 


My dear Children, call to mind the for- 


III o O 
mer Days, and Years of ancient Times : 


or ane 8 a 
d Remember alſo your Songs in the Night, 


of and commune with your own Heart, Pſal.- 
et 73. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12. Yea, look di- 
ligently, and leave no Corner therein un- 
ſearch'd for that Treaſure hid, even the 
= Treafure of your firſt and ſecond Experi- 
ence of the Grace of God towards you. 
TX Remember, I ſay, the Word that firſt laid 
hold upon you: Remember your Terrors 
of Conſcience, and Fear of Death and: 
Hell: Remember alſo your Tears and: 
Prayers to God; yea, how you ſighed un- 
der every Hedge of Mercy. Have you 
& never an Hill Mixar to remember? Have 
vou forgot the Cloſe, the Milk-houſe, the 
o Stable, the Barn, and the like, where God 
4 did viſit your Souls? Remember alſo the- 
Word, the Word, I ſay, upon which the- 
Tord hath cauſed you to hope: If you 
oe have ſinned againſt Light, if you are 
t fempted to Blaſpheme, if you are drown- 
y ed in Deſpair, if you. think God fights 
y asainſt you, or if Heaven is hid from 
8 5 A 5 Jour. 
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your Eyes; remember it was thus with 
your Father, but out of them all the Lord de- 
livered me. 

I could have inlarg'd much in this my 
Diſcourſe, of my Temptations and Trou- 
bles for Sin ; as alſo of the merciful Kind- 
neſs and Working of God with my Soul: 
I 'could allo have ſtepp'd into a Stile 


much higher than this, in which I have 
here diſcourſed, and could have adorn'd 
all things more than here I have ſeem'dto 
do, but I dare not: God did not play in 
tempting of me; neither did I play, when 
I funk as into a bottomleſs Pit, when che 


Pangs of Hell caught hold upon me; where- 


fore I may not play in relating of them, 
but be plain and ſimple, and lay down . 

the thing as it was: He that liketh it, let 
him receive it; and he that doth not, let 


him produce a better 5 Fare well. 
| ; . e * ; 


My dear Children, 


The Milk and Honey 1s beyond this Wilderneſs - 


God be merciful to you, and grant that you 4 


be not ſtot hful to go in to poſſeſs the Land. 


JOHN BUNVAN. 
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1 4 TO THAN 
dWCHirrof SINNERS: 
to 

on 5 A brief Relation of the exceeding Mer-- 
e cy of God in Chriſt, to his poor Ser- 
o. vant, John Bunyan. 

[1 ; = 
of N this my. Relation of the merciful 
6 | Working of God upon my Soul, it 


will not be amiſs, if, in the firſt place, 
I do, in a few Words, give You an 
hint of my Pedigree, and manner of 
bringing up; that thereby the Good- 
3 + nels and Bounty of God towards me, may 
s. be the more advanced and magnified before 
the Sons of Men. 
2. For my Deſcent then, it was, as is well 
WB known by many, of a low and inconfidera> 
dle Generation; my Father's Houſe being 
. of that Rank that is meaneſt, and moſt de- 
* iſed of all the Families in the Land. Where: 
ore. I have not here, as others, to boaſt of 
noble 


, 


* Grace abounding 
noble Blood, or of any high born State, ac- 
cording to the Fleſh; though, all things con- 
ſidered, I magnify the heavenly Majeſty, for 
that by this Door he brought me into the 
World, to partake of the Grace and Life 
that is in Chriſt by the Goſpel. 

3. But notwithſtanding the meanneſs and 


inconſiderableneſs of my Parents, it pleaſed I 
God to put it into their Hearts, to put me 
to Schovl, to learn me both to Read and 
Write; the which I alfo attained, according 
to the Rate of other poor Men's Children; 
t10', to my Shame I confeſs I did foon laſe Ml 
that I had learned, even almoſt utterly, and. 
that long before the Lord did work his gra- 


cious Work of Converſion upon my Soul. 
4. As for my own natural Lite, for the 


time that I was without God in the World, 
it was indeed, according to the Courſe of this 
World, and the Spirit that now worketh in 
tne Caildren of Difobedience, Eph. 2.2, 3. 
It was my delight to be taken Captive by the 
Devil at his Will, 2 Tin. 2. 26. being filed 
With all Unrighteouſneſs: The which did alſo 
ſo ſtrongly work, and put forth it ſeif, both 
in my Heart and Lite, and that from a 


Child, that I had but few Equals (eſpecially 
conlidering my Years, which were tender, 
being but few) both for Curſing, Swearing, Ly- 
ing, and Blaſpheming the holy Nameot Gud. 

65. Yea, fo fetl-d and rooted was! in thete 


things, that they became as a ſecond Nature 
io me; the which, as I bave-allo with —_— | 


to the Chief of Sinners. 
neſs conſidered ſince, did ſo offend the Lord, 
that even in my Child-hood he did ſcare and 
affrighten me with fearful Dreams, and did ter- 
rify me, with fearful Viſions: For often, after 
had ſpent this and the other Day in Sin, I 
have in my Bed been greatly afflicted, while 
aſkep, with the Apprehenſions of Devils, and 
wicked Spirits, who ſtill, as I then thought, - 
laboured to draw me away with them, of 
which I could never be rid. 

6. Alſo I ſhould, at theſe Years, be greatly 
afflicted and troubled with the thoughts of 
the fearful Torments of Hlell-fire; ſtill fear- 
ing that it would be my Lot to be found at 
laſt among thoſe Devils and helliſh Eeinds, 
who are there bound down with the Chains 
of Bonds and Darkneſs, unto the Judgement 
of the Great Day. 

7. Theſe things, I fay, when I was but a 
Child, but nine or ten Years Old, did ſo di- 
firefs my Soul, that then, in the midſt of niy 
many Sports and Childiſh Vanitizs, amidſt my 
vain Companions, I was often much caſt down, 
and aMicted in my Mind therewith, yet could 
I not let go my Sins: Yea, I was alſo then fo 
overcome with deſpair of Life and Heaven, 
that I ſhould often wiſh, either that there 

nad been no Hell, or that I had deen a Devil; 

luppoſtng they were only Tormentors; that if 
it muſt needs be, that I went thither, might. 
de rather a Tormentor, than be torniented 

my ſell. EE 


8. A 


=y 
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8. A while after theſe terrible Dreams did 
leave me, which alſo I ſoon forgot; for my 
Pleafures did quickly cut off the Remembrance 
of them, as if they had never been: Where- 
fore with more greedineſs, according to the 
ſtrength of Nature, I did ſtill let looſe the 
Reins of my Luft, and delighted in all Tranſ- 
greſſions againſt the Ia of God: So that unill 
I came to the State of Marriage, was the very 
Ringleader of all the Youth that kept me 
Company, in all manner of Vice and Un- 
godlineſs. 

9. Yea, {ach Prevalency had the Luſts and 
Fruits of the Fleſh, in this poor Soul of mine, 
that had not a Miracle of precious Grace pre- 
vented, I had not only periſhed by the Stroke 


of Eternal Juſtice, but had alio laid my ſelf 
open, even to the Stroke of thoſe Laws which. 


bring ſome to Diſgrace and open Shame before 


the Face of the World. 


10. In theſe Days the thoughts of Religion 
were very grievous to me; 1could neither en- 
dure it my ſelf, nor that any other ſhould: 


14 So that when I have ſeen {ome read in thoſe 


Books that concerned Chriſtian Piety, *twou'd 
be as it were a Priſon to me. Then l ſaid unto 


God, Depart from ie; for 1 deſire not the Knows 


ledge of thy Ways, Job. 21. 14,15. I was now 
void of all good Conſideration, Heaven and 


Hell were both out of Sight and Mind; and 
as for Saving and Damning, they were leaſt in 


my Thoughts. O Lord, thou knoweZt my Life, 


ana my Ways were not hid from thee. 
. 11. But 


to the Chief of Sinners. _ 

11. But this I well remember, That tho 1 
could my ſelf fia with the greateſt delight and 
eaſe, and alſo take pleaſure in the Vileneſs of 
my Companions; yet, even then, if I had at 
any time ſeen wicked things, by thoſe who pro- 
feſſed Goodueſs, it would make my Spirit trem- 
ble. As once, above all the reſt, when I was 
in the heighth of Vanity, yet hearing one to 
gear, that was reckoned for a religious Man, 
it had OO great a ſtroke upon my Spirit, that 
it made my Heart ake. 
J 12. But God did not utterl leave me, but 
followed me ſtill, not with Convictions, but 
adsements; yet ſuch as were mixed with 
Mercy. For once I fell into a Creek of the 
WF Seca, and hardly eſcaped drowning. Another 

time | fell out of a Boat into Bedford River, 

but Meycy vet preſerved me alive: Beſides, 
anothef time, being in the Field, with one of 
my Companions,it chanced that an Adder paÞ 
Ws {cd over the Hign-way, ſo I having a Stick in 

my Hand, {truck her over the Back; and hit 
eing ſtunned her, 1 forced open her Mouth 
with my Stick, and pluck'd her Sting out with 
my Fingers; by Which Act, had not God been 
WW mercitul unto me, I might, by my Deſperates 
nels, have brought my ſelf to my End. 

13. This allo have I taken notice of, with 
thankiziving ; when I was a Soldier, I, with e+ 
chers, were drawn out to go to ſuch a Place to 
beſiege it; but when I was juſt ready to go, 

one of the Company deſired to go in my room 
to Which, when I had conſented, he toalgmy 


Th ce, 
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Place; and coming to the Siege, as he ſtood 
Sentinel, he was ihot into the Head with a 
Muſquet-bullet, and died. | 

14. Here, as I ſaid, were Judgements and 
Mercy, but neither of them did awaken my 
Scul to Righteouſneſs; wherefore I finned ſtill, 
and grew more and more Rebellious againſt r 
God, and careleſs of my own Salvation. 
- T5. Preſently after this, I changed my Con- 
dition into a married State, and my Mercy was, 
to light upon a Wife, v hoſe Father was count- 
ed godly: This Woman and I, tho' we came 
together as poor as poor might be, (not having s 
ſo much Houſholdituff as a Diſh or Spoon be- Mp 
twixt us both) yet this ſhe had for her Part, Kt 
The Plain-AMan's Pati- may to Heoven, The 
Practice of Piety, Which her Father had left t. 
her when he died. In theſe two Books I ſhould WW Þ 
ſometimes read with her, wherein J allo found h 
ſome things that were ſomewhat pleaſina ro Wh 
me; (but ali this while I met with no Con t. 
viction.) She allo would be often telling of me, 
what a godly Man her Father was, and now 
he would reprove and correct Vice, both in 
his Houſe, and among his Neighbours; What a 
ſtrict and holy Lite he lived in his Days, both 
in Word and Deed. 

16. Whereforz theſe Books, with the Rela- 
tion, tho they did not reach my Heart, to a- 
waken it about my {ad and ſinful State, yet 
they did beget within me ſome Deſires to re- 
form my vicious Life, and fall in very eagerly 
with the Religion of the Times; to wit, to go 


[0- 


to the Chief of Sinners. 7 
to Church twice a-day, and that too with the 
foremoſt; and there ſhould very devoutly, 
both ſay and ſing, as others did, yet retaining 
Imy wicked Life; but withal, I was ſo over- 
run with the Spirit of Superſtition, that I ado- 
red, and that with great Devotion, even all 
[things (both the High-place, Prieſt, Clerk, 
vVeſtment, Service, and what elſe) belongingto 
the Church; counting all things holy that 
were therein contained, and eſpecially, the 
Prieſt and Clerk moſt happy, and without 
W doubt, greatly bleſſed, becauſe they were the 
W Servants, as ] then thought, of God, and were 
Principal in the holy Temple, to do his Work 
» MF therein. 

e WW 17. This Conceit grew fo ſtrong, in little 

t time upon my Spirit, that had I but ſeen. a a 
1 WW Prieſt (tho' never ſo ſordid and debauched in 
4 WW his Life) 1 ſhould find my Spirit fall under 
0 him, reverence him, and knit unto him; yea, 
thought for the love I did bear unto them (ſup- 
poſing they were the Miniſters of God) F 
could have laid down at their Feet, and have 
been trampled upon by them, their Name, 
their Garb, and Work did ſo intoxicate and 
bewitch me. 

8. Alter] had been thus for ſome conſidera- 
ble time, another Thought came in my Mind; 
and that was, whether we were of the 7frae- - 
T IF {tes or no? For finding in the Scripture that 
they were once the peculiar People of God, 
thought J, if I were one of this Race, my Soul 
muſt needs be happy. Now again, I found. 

| | within 


and eſpecially that was the Day that I did ſo- 


to ſhew me my evil doing. And at that time 1 
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within mea great longing to be reſolved about no 
this Queſtion, but could not tell how I ſhould: ¶ be 
At laſt 1 a<ked my Father of it; who told me, Mtu 
No, we were not. Wherefore then I fell in my 
Spirit, as to the hopes of that, and ſo remain'd. 
19. But all this While, I was not ſenſible of 
the Danger and Evil of Sin; I was kept from 
conſidering that Sin would damn me, what Se 
Religion ſoever I followed, unleſs I was found Mot 
in Chriſt: Nax, I never thought of hin, nor de 
whether there was ſuch a one, or no. Thus 
Man, while blind, doth wander, but wearieth Hot 
himſelf with Vanity, for he knoweth not the MW bi 
Way to the City of God, Eccleſ. 10. 15. ii 
20. But one Day (amoneſt all the Sermons 
our Parſon made) his Subject was, to treat of V 
the Sabbath-day, and of the Evil of breaking 
that, either with Labour, Sports, or otherwiſe: 
{Now I was,notwithſtanding my Religion, one 
that took much delight in all manner of Vice, ve 


d: 
%' 


lace my {elf therewith) wherefore I fell in my . 
Conſcience under his Sermon, thinking and WW v 
believing that he made that Sermon on purpoſe WW v 
0 


felt what Guilt was, tho' never before, that I 
can remember; but then I was, for the pre- N 
lent greatly loaden th2rewith, and ſo went o 
went home, hen the Sermon was ended with S 
a great Burthen upon my Spirit. 8 
de 
* 
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21. This, for that Inſtant, did benum the 
Sinews of my beſt Delights, and did imbitter 
my former Pleaſures to me; but hold, it laſted 


t) the Chief of Sianers. 9 
utWnot, for before I had well dined, the Trouble 
di began to go off my Mind, and my Heart re- 
je, turned to its old Courſe: But oh! how glad 
ny Wwas I, that this Trouble was gone from me, 
d. Wand that the Fire was put out, that I might ſin 
of again without controul! Wherefore, when I 
m had ſatisfied Nature with my Food, Iſhook the 
at ¶ Sermon out of my Mind, ind to my old Cuſtom 
nd of Sports and Gaming | returned with great 
or delight. | 
vs BY 22. But the &me Day, as Las in the midſt 
th = of 2 Game of Cat, and having {track it one 
ne blow from tie Role, juſt as I was about to 
ſtrike it the ſecond time, a Voice did ſuddenly 
ns dart from Heaven into my Soul, which ſaid, 
ot Wilt thou leave thy Sins and go to Heaven, or 
ng have thy Sins and go to Hell? At this I was 
le: put to an exceeding Maze; wherefore, leaving 
ne my Cat upon the Ground, I looked up to Hea- 
de, ven, and was, as if I had, with the Eyes of my 
(0-WF Underſtanding, ſeen the Lord Jeſus looking 
ny clown upon me, as beeing very hotly diſpleaſed 
nd WF with me, and as if he did ſeverely threaten me 
le with ſome grievous Puniſhment for theſe and 
el 7 other ungodly Practices. 
t I 23. I had no ſooner thus conceived in my 
re · ¶ Mind, but ſuddenly this Concluſion was faſtned 
nt on my Spirit (for the former hint did ſet my 
th BY Sins again before my Face) that I had been a 
great and grievous Sinner, and that it was now 
he too late for me to look after Heaven; for Chriſt 
er WW would not forgive me, nor pardon my.Trank 
ed WW greſſions. Then J fell to muſingion'this alſo ; 


3”. + 


0 7 | and 


and hile I was thinking of it, and fearing leaſt 
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it ſhould be ſo, felt my Heart fink in Deſpair, 
concluding it was too late; and therefore! 
reſolved in my Mind to go on in fin: For, 
thought I, if the Caſe be thus, my State is ſure- 
ly miſerable; miſerable if Ileave my fins, and 
but miſerable if I follow them: I can but be 
damned, and if I muſt be ſo, I had as good be 
damned for many fins, as be damned for few. 
24. Thus I ſtood in the midſt of my Play, de- 
fore all that then were preſent; but yet I told 
them nothing: But ] fay, I having made this , 
Concluſion, J returned deſperately to my Sport 
again; and I well remember, that preſently 
this kind of Deſpair did ſo poſſeſs my Soul, that 
I was perſwaded, I could never attain to other 
Comfort, than what J ſhould get in Sin; for 
Heaven was gone already, fo that on that I 
mult not think: Wherefore I found within BY 
me great deſire to take my fill of fin, ſtill ftu- BY 
dying what fin was yet to be committed, that 
L might taſte the Sweetneſs of it; and I made 
as much haſte as I could to fill my Belly with 
its Delicates, leſt I ſhould die before I had my 
Deſires; for that] feared greatly. In thele bl 
things, I proteſt before God, I lie not, neither 
do I frame this fort of Speech, theſe were re- 
ally, ſtrongly, and wich all my Heart, my De- 
fires; The good Lord, whoſe Mercy is un- 
ſearchable, forgive me my Tranſgreſſions. 2 
25. And Lam very confident, that this Tem- 
ptation of the Devil is more uſual among poor 
Creatures, than many axe aware of, even to 
| | OVCr-i 
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ver- run the Spirits with a ſcurvy and ſeared 'Y 
frame of Heart, and benumming of Conſci- 
ence which Frame he ſtilly and flily en 
with ſuch Deſpair, that tho' not much guilt 
attendeth Souls, yet they continually have a 
Ecret concluſion within them, that there is 
no hopes for them; for they have loved fins, 


ds 


therefore after them they will go, Jer. 2. 25. 
and 18. 12. _— ” 

e. 26. Now therefore I went on in Sin with 
d Bl great greedineſs of Mind, {till grudging that 1 
18 # could not be fatisfied with it as I would. . This 
rt #1 did continue with me about a Month, or 
more; but one Day, as I was ſtanding at a 
Neighbour's Shop-window, and there curſing 
and ſwearing, and playing the Mad-man, after 
my wonted Manner, there ſate within the 
Woman of the Houſe, and heard me, who, tho 
E > ſhe was a very looſe and ungodly Wretch, yet 
LE proteſted that I ſwore and curſed at that moſt 
=E fearful rate, that ſhe was made to tremble 
to hear me; and told me further, That I 


3 Ts 


EZ was the ungodlieſt Fellow for ſwearing, that 


FN 


ever ſhe heard in all her Life; and that I, by 
thus doing, was able to ſpoil all the Youth in 
the whole Town, if they came but in my 
Company. | 
27. At this Reproof I was ſilenced, and put 
to ſecret Shame; and that too, as! thought be- 
fore the God of Heaven; wherefore, while 1 
* ſtood there, and hanging down my Head, I 
4 wiſhed with all my Heart that I might be a lit. 
de Child again, that my Father might learn me 


. - * To 
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. ha. 
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to ſpeak without this wicked way of Swear. W- 
ing; for, thought I, I am ſo accuſtomed to it, 
that it is in vain for me to think of a Refor- WM< 


J 


mation, for I thought it could never be. 
28. But how it came to paſs, I know not; I 
did from this time forward, ſo leave my Swear- Ml 
ina, that it was a great Wonder to my ſelf to 
obſerve it; and whereas before I knew not how 
to ſpeak unleſs I put an Oath before and ano- MR. 
ther behind, to make my Words have Autho- 
| rity; now I could, without it, ſpeak better, 
W | and with more pleaſantneſs than ever I could 
= | before. All this while I knew not Jeſus Chriſt, 
| Neither did I leave my Sports and Plays. 1 
209. But quickly after this, I fell into Com- 
|. pany with one poor Man that made Profe ſſion 
of Religion; Who, as I then thought, did talk 
pleaſantly of the Sciptures, and of the Matter 
of Religion; wherefore falling into ſome love 
and liking to what he ſaid, I betook me to my ki 
Bible, and began to take great Pleaſure in 
Reading, but eſpecially with the Hiſtorical 
| Part thereof; for as for Paul's Epiſtles, and I 
ſuch like Scriptures, I could not away with 
them, being as yet ignorant, either of the Cor- 
ruptions of my Nature, or of the Want and 
Worth of Jeſus Chriſt to ſave us. 5. 
30. Wherefore I fell to ſome outward Re- 
formation, both in my Words and Life, and did 
ſet the Commandments before me for my way 
to Heaven; which Commandments I alſo did 
ſtrive to keep, and as I thought, did keep them 
pretty well ſometimes, and then 1 ſhould have 
„„ AS Comfort; a 
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to the Chief of Sinners. 13 
omfort; yet now and then ſhould break one, 
nd fo afli& my Conſcience, but then I ſhould 
epent, and (ay, I was ſorry for it, and promiſe 
od to do better next time, and there get hel 
gain, for then I thought I pleaſed God as well 
ö any Man in England, 
3. Thus | continued about a Year; all 
hich time our Neighbours did take me to be 
= very godly Man, a new and religious Man, and 
a marvel! much to ſee ſuch a great and famous 
Wteration in my Life and Manners; and in- 


” 


ter, 5 
11 Weed ſo it was, tho“ yet 1 knew not Chriſt, nor 


riſt. Frace, nor Faith, nor Hope; for, as have well 
en ſince, had I then died, my State had been 
Poſt fearful. | 
32. But, I fay, my Neighbours were amazed 
chis my great Converſion, from prodigious 
trer Wophaneneſs, to ſomething like a moral Life; 
ove d truly, ſo they well might; for this my 
2 Soverſion was as great, as for Tom of Bethle- 
in to become a ſober Man. Now therefore 
ica Ney began to praiſe, to commend, and to (peak 
and ell of me, both to my Face, and behind my 
eith ck. Now I was, as they ſaid, become Godly; 
dor I was become a right honeſt Man. But oh! 
"A Den I underſtood thoſe were their Words 
d Opinions of me, it pleaſed me mighty well. 
r tho as yet I was nothing but a poor paint- 
Hy pocrite, yet I loved to be talked of às one 
t was truly Godly, I was proud of my 
ddlineſs, and indeed, 1 did all I did, either to 
ſeen of, or to be well ſpoken of by Men: 
nd thus I continued for about a Tweve- 
onth, or more. 33. Now 
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on ſtill : But quickly after, I began to think 


+ Steeple-door; but then it came into my Head, 
How if the Steeple it ſelf ſhould fall? And 
this Thought (it may for ought I know) 

when I ſtood and looked on, did continually 


to flee, for fear the Steeple ſhould fall upon 


33. Now yon muſt know, that before this 
I had taken much delight in Ringing, but my f. 
Conſcience beginning to be tender, I thought 
ſuch Practicg was but vain, and therefore 
forced my ſelf to leave it, yet my Mind han- 
kered; wherefore I ſhould go to the Steeple: 
houſe, and look on, though Idurſt not Ring: 
But I thought this did not become Religion 
neither, yet I forced my ſelf, and would look 


Flow if one of the Bells ſhould fall? Then! 
choſe to ſtand under a main Beam, that lay his 
overthwart the Steeple, from Side to Side, ho 
thinking here I might ſtand ſure, but then Id 
thought again, ſhould the Bell fall with... 
a Swing, it might firſt hit the Wall, and then 
rebounding upon me, might kill me for all c 
this Beam: This made me ſtand in the Stee · al 
ple-door 3 and now thought I, Iam fafe e. o 
nough; for if the Bell ſhould then fall, I canſ,,, 
ſlip out behind theſe thick Walls, and ſo behhik 
preſerved notwithſtanding. 

34. So after this I would yet go to ſee them 
Ring, but would not go farther than theſis 


ſo ſhake my Mind, that I durſt not ſtand at 
the Steeple-door any longer, but was forced 


my Heud. 
35. Ang 
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25. Another thing was, my Dancing; I was 
fall Year before I could quite leave that; 
at all this while, when I thought I kept this 
r that Commandment, or did, by Word or 
Deed, any thing that I thought was good, I had 
reat Peace in my Conſcience; and ſhould 
hink with my ſelf, God cannot chuſe but be 
onWow pleaſed with me; yea, to relate it in 
tine own way, I thought no Man in Ergland 


nkWould pleaſe God better than J. 

1 1 26. But poor Wretch, as I was, I was all 
ay his while ound of Jeſus Chriſt ; and going 
de, bout to eſtabliſh my own Righteouſneſs and 

ay ad periſhed therein, had not God, in Mercy, 

1 


ewed me more of my State by Nature. 
37. But upon a Day, the good Providence 
f God called me to Bedford, to work on my 
alling ; and in one of the Streets of that 
own, I came where there were three or four 
oor Women ſitting at a Door, in the Sun, 
king about the things of God; and being 
ow willing to hear their Diſcourſe, I drew 
ear to hear what they ſaid, for I was now a 
risk Talker of my ſelf, in the matter of Re- 
gion, but I may ſay, I heard, but underſtood 
t ; for they were far above, out of my teach. 
heir Talk was about a new Birth, the Work 
God on their Hearts, as alſo how they were 
Wnvinced of their miſerable State by Nature; 
ey talked how God had viſited their Souls 
ith his Love in the Lord Jeſus, and with 
hat Words and Promiſes they had been re- 
eſhed, W ſupported 92 the 


: a - = * & 


did make them ſpeak ; they ſpake with ſuch 


ceitfulneſs and treachery of my own wicke 
were to be withſtood and reſiſted, cc. 


Talk and Diſcourſe went with me; alſo m 
Heart would tarry with them, for 
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Temptations of the Devil: Moreover, the 
reaſoned of the Suggeſtions and Temptatio 
of Satan in particular; and told to each other 
by which they had been afflicted, and hoy 
they were borne up under his Aſſaults. The 
alſo diſcourſed of their own wretchedneſs 9 
Heart, of their Unbelief; and did contemn 
flight and abhor their own Righteouſneſs, 
filthy, and inſufficient to do them any good. 
38. And methought they ſpake, as if you 


_ 2 -- 6 
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pleaſantneſs of Scripture Language, and wit 
ſuch appearance of Grace in all they ſaid, thi 
they were to me, as if they had found a ne ti 
World, as if they were People that dwelh! 
alone, and were not to be reckoned among thei 
Neighbours, Numb. 23. 9. 4 

39. At this I felt my own Heart began t 
Make, and miſtruſt my Condition to be naughth 
for I faw that in all my Thoughts about Re 
ligion and Salvation, the new Birth did neve$ 
enter into my Mind, neither knew I the Conf 
fort of the Word and Promiſe, nor the defi 


Heart. As for ſecret Thoughts I took no no 
tice of them; neither did J underſtand wha 
Satan's Temptations were, nor how the 


40. Thus therefore, when I had heard an 
confidered what they ſaid, I left them, an 
went about my Employment again, but the 


I wa 
great 
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greatly affected with their Words, both be- 
cauſe by them I was convinced that I wanted 
the true Tokens of a truly godly Man, and 
alſo becauſe by them I was convinced of the 
happy and bleſſed Condition of him that was 
ſuch a one. 

41. Therefore I ſhould often make it my 
„ 4M Buſineſs, to be going again and again into the 
od. Company of theſe poor People, for I could 
voi not ſtay away; and the more I went among 
{ucWthem, the more I did queſtion my Condition; 
witWand as I ſtill do remember, preſently I found 
thiYitwo things within me, at which I did ſome- 
neWtimes marvel ( eſpecially conſidering what à 
aweWblind, ignorant, ſordid and ungodly Wretch 
but juſt before I Was,) The one was a very 
great ſoftneſs and tenderneſs of Heart which 


n tMcauſed me to fall under the Conviction of what 
ughtiWby Scripture they aſſerted ; and the other was 
t Reh great bending in my Mind, to a continual 
neveſWMieditating on it, and on all other good things, 
ConfMWvhich at any time I heard ar read of. 

ie de 42. By theſe things my Mind was now ſo 


Wurned, that it lay like an Horſeleach at the 
Nein, ſtill cryingout Give, give, Prov. 30:15. 
whale hich was fo fixed on Eternity, and on the 
Things about the Kingdom of Heaven (that is, 

J far as I knew, tho' as yet God knows, I knew 
ut little) that neither Pleaſures, nor Profits, 

1, anMor Perſwaſions, nor Threats, could looſe: it, 

t their make it let go his hold; and tho I may 
ſo mWpeak it with Shame, yet it is in very deed, a 4 
I waertain Truth, it would then have been as 
zreal ; 8 difficult 
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difficult to me to have taken my Mind from 
Heaven to Earth as I have found it often on 
fince, to get again from Earth to Heaven. * 
43. One thing I may not omit : There was be 
a young Man in our Town, to whom my Heart 
before was knit, more than to any other, butWa1l 
he being a moſt wicked Creature for Curſing, Ine 
and Swearing, and Whoring, I now ſhookMG 
him off, and forſook his Company; but aboutMF: 
a quarter of a Year after I had left him, Ito 
met him in a certain Lane, and asked him th 
How he did; he, after his old Swearing andWal 
mad way, anſwered, He was well. But, Har- ri 
Ty, ſaid I, why do you Swear and Curſe thus? ti. 
What will become of you, if you die in thi: 
Condition? He anſwered me in a great Chafe, ¶ tit 


711 


what would the Devil do for Company, if in) 
were not ſuch as I am? St 


ut this time I met with ſome Ran- 


ters Books, that were put forth by ſome off ti. 
our Countrymen, which Books were alſo high-Wtr 


ly in Efteem by ſeveral old Profeſſors, ſome C 
of theſe I read, but was not able to make m 
Judgment about them; wherefore as I readte 
in them, and thought upon them, ſeeing my 

ſelf unable to judge, I ſhould betake my ſelii p. 
to hearty Prayer in this Manner. O Lord, Ife 
am a Fool, and not able to know the Truth fromWSi 
Error : Lord leave me not to my own Blindneſi im 


either to approve of, or condemn this Dottrine N 


F it be of God, let me not deſpiſe it; if it be of he 


"the: Devil, let me not embrace it. Lord, J lin 
m Sow in this matter, only at thy Foot; let 


to 


ma 
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not be deceived, I humbly beſeech thee. | I had 
one religious intimate Companion all this 
while, and that was the poor Man I ſpoke of 
before; but about this time, he alſo turned a 
moſt deviliſn Ranter, and gave himſelf up to 
all manner of Filthineſs, eſpecially Unclean- 
ne: He would alſo deny that there was a 
God, Angel, or Spirit; and would laugh at all 
Exhortations to Sobriety: When I laboured 
„Ito rebuke his Wickedneſs, he would laugh 
the more, and pretend that he had gone thro? 
all Religions, and could never light on the 
lar-Wright till now. He told me alſo, that in alittle 
#:?Mtime I ſhould ſee all Profeſſors turn to the 
thiWays of the Ranters. Wherefore abomina- 
ate, ting thoſe curſed Principles, I left his Compa- 
f tMny forthwith, and became to him as great a 
Stranger, as I had been before a Familiar. 7 
an- 45. Neither was this Man only a Tempta- 
e olf tion to me, but my Calling lying in the Coun- 
try, I happened to light into ſeveral Peoples 
Company; who though {tri in Religion for- 
Wnerly, yet were al ſo ſwept away by theſe Ran- 
ers. Theſe would allo talk with me of their 
Ways, and condemn me as legal and dark; 
pretending that they had only attain'd to Per- 
fection, that could do what they would and not 
Sin. Oh! Theſe Temptations were ſuitable to 
ne my Fleſh, I being but a young Man, and my 
ine Nature in its prime; but God who had, as I 
hope, deſigned me for better things, kept me 
in the fear of his Name, and did not ſuffer me 
to accept ſuch curſed Principles, And bleſſed 
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Truth, and Way to Heaven and Glory. 


be God, who put it into my Heart to cry to 4 
dim to be kept and directed, {till diſtruſting n 


mine own Wiſdom; for I have ſince ſeen even v 


the effects of that Prayer, in his preſerving {Wn 
me, not only from Ranting Error, but from t 
thoſe alſo that have ſprung up ſince. The Bi- ie 
ble was precious to me in thoſe Days. = 
46. And now methought, I began to look We: 
into the Bible with new Eyes, and read as I 
never did before; and eſpecially the Epiſtles of 
the Apoſtle St. Paul were ſweet and pleaſant i 
to me; and indeed then I was never out of the 
Bible, either by reading or meditation; ſtill Hr 
8 out to God, that | might know the Hai 
0 

7. And as I went on and read, Ilighted on I 
that Paſſage, To one is given by the Spirit the re 
Word of Wiſdom, to another the Word of Knows WP" 
ledge bythe ſame Spirit and to another Faith,&c. Wo 
1 Cor. 12. And though, as I have fince ſeen, Nie 


f 


that by this Scripture the Holy Ghoſt intends, 4 


in ſpecial, things extraordinary, yet on me it: 
did then faſten with Conviction, that I did want WE 
things ordinary, even that Underſtanding and Wi" 
Wiſdom that other Chriſtians had. On this 
Word I muſed, and could not tell what to do, WM 


' eſpecially this Word [ Faith] put me to it, 


for 1 could not help it, but ſometimes muſt IM 

queſtion, whether I had any Faith, or no; but 

I was loth to conclude, I had no Faith; for if I « 

I do fo, thought I, then I ſhall count my ſelf IF" 

a very Caſt- away indeed. 5 
48. No, 
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to 48. No, ſaid I, with my ſelf, though I am- 
ting pnvinced that Lam an ignorant Sot, and that 
ven Want thoſe bleſſed Gifts of Knowledge and 
ing nderſtanding that other People have; yet 
om t venture I will conclude, I am. not altoge- 
Bi- Hier FaithleG, though I know not what Faith 
5 for it was ſhewn me, and that too (as I have 
50k Wen ſince) by Satan, that thoſe Who conclude: 
iS Iemſelves in a Faithleſs State, have neither 
$of Welt nor quiet in their Souls; and I was loth. 
ant W fall quite into Deſpair. | 

W 49. Wherefore by this Suggeſtion, I was: 
rea while, made afraid to ſee my want of 
With; but God would not ſuffer me thus 
Wo undo and deſtroy my Soul, but did continu- 
Wy, againſt this my fad and blind Concluſion, 
reate {till within me ſuch Suppoſitions, inſo- 
1ch that I could not reſt content, until Idid 


- 
Xc. Wow come to ſome certain Knowledge 'whe- 
en, Wer 1 had Faith, or no, this always running 
ds, my Mind, But how if you want Faith indeed? 
it ut how can you tell you have Faith? And be- 


int des, I faw for certain, if I had not, I was 
nd re to periſh for ever. | 
his Fo. So that though I endeavoured at the firſt, 


10, look over the Buſineſs of Faith, vet in a lit- 
it, Ne time, I better conſidering the Matter, was 
iſt Willing to put my ſelf upon the tryal whether 


had Faith, or no. But alas, poor Wretch, fo 
norant and brutiſh was I, that I knew to this 
Pay, no more how to do it than I know how to 
egin and accompliſh that rareand curious piece 
Art, which I never-yet ſaw or conſidered. 


urging thoſe Scriptures that ſeem to look tha 


I mult ſay to the Puddles that were in thy 
Horſe-pads, Be Dry; and to the Dry Places, BY 
you Puddles: And truly one time I Was going 
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51. Wherefore while I was thus conſiderim or 
and being put to my plunge about it, (for yol 
mult know, that as vet I had, in this Matter 
broken my Mind to no Man, only did hear an 
conſider) the Tempter came in with his Da 
luſion, That there was no way for me to know 
had Faith, but by trying to work ſome Miracle: 


Way, for the inforcing and ſtrengthning hif 
Temptation. Nay, one Day, as I was betweellf 
Elſtom and Bedford, the Temptation was hoff 
upon me, to try if I had Faith, by doing ſons 
Miracle: Which Miracle at this time was this 


to ſay fo indeed; but juſt as I was about te 
Ipeak, this thought came in my Mind; BA 
go under yonder Hedge, and pray first, that Golf 
would make you able. But when I had conf 
cluded to pray, this came hot upon me; That 
if I prayed, and came again, and tried to dal 
it, and yet did nothing notwithſtanding, then 
be ſure I had no Faith, but was a Caſt-away 
and loſt, Nay, thought I, if it be fo, I will 
not try yet, bat will ſtay a little longer. 
52. So I continued at a great loſs; for | 
thought, if they only had Faith, which could 
do ſo wonderful things, then I concluded, that 

for the preſent I neither had it, nor yet for 
time to come were never like to have it. Thu 

I was toſſed betwixt the Devil and my own 

Ignorance, and ſo perplexed, eſpecially at 
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ſom 


to the Chief of Sinners. 23 


dme times, that I could not tell what to do. 

53. About this time, the State and Happi- 
neſs of theſe poor People at Bedford was thus, 
an a kind of a Viſion, preſented to me. I laws 
Dass if they were on the Sunny; ſide of ſome high 
Mountain, there refreſhing themſelves with 
the pleaſant Beams of the Sun, while I was 
Wſhivering and ſhrinking in the Cold, afflicted 
with Froſt, Snow, and dark Clouds: Methought 
Walſo, betwixt me and them, I ſaw a Wall that 
did compaſs about this Mountain; now thro”, 
38 this Wall my Soul did greatly deſire to paſs; 
- Wconcluding, that if I could, I would even go 
into the very midft of them, and there allo 
comfort my {elf with the heat of their Sun. 


ting 5 
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0 54. About this Wall I thought my ſelf, to 
it u £0 again and again, ſtill prying as I went, to 
zul ee if I could find ſome Way or Paſſage, by 


WM which 1 might eater therein; but none could 
WI find for ſome time: At the laſt, I aw, as 
it were, a narrow Gap, like a little Door-way 
Win the Wall, thro' which I attempted to paſs: 
Now the Paſſage being very ſtrait and nar- 

Brow, I made many offers to get in, but all in 
- "Vain, even until I was well nigh quite beat 
Wout, by ſtriving to getin; at laſt with great 
ſtriving, methought I at firſt did get in my 
Head, and after that by a ſideling ſtriving, my 
that Shoulders, and my whole Body; then was 1 
for Exceeding glad, went and fat down in the 
midſt of them, and ſo was comforted with 
wall the Light and Heat of their Sun. 
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55. Now this Mountain and Wall, Ce, was 


thus made out to me; the Mountain ſignified F 


the Church of the Living God; the Sun that 
ſhone thereon, the comfortable Shining of his 
merciful Face on them that was therein ; 


the Wall I thought was the World, that did | 
make Separation between the Chriſtians and 
the World; and the Gap which was the 
Wall, I thought, was Jeſus Chriſt, who is 
the Way to God the Father, John 14.6. Mat. 
7. 14. But foraſmuch as the Paſſage was won- 
derful narrow, even fo narrow, that I could 
not, but with great difficulty enter in there- 
at, it ſhewed me that none could enter into 
Life, but thole that were in down-right Ear- 
neſt, and unleſs alſo they left that wicked | 


World behind them; for here was only room 


for Body and Soul, but not for Body and | 


Soul, and Sin. 


56. This reſemblance abode upon my N Y 
el 


rit many Days; all which time I ſaw my 
in a forlorn and ſad Condition, but yet was 


13 to a vehement Hunger and Deſire to 


one of that Number, that did fit in the 
Sun - ſnine: Now alſo ſhould I pray where- ever 
TI was; whether at home, or abroad; in Houſe 


or Field; and ſhould alſo often, with lifting 


up of Heart, ſing that of the Fifty firſt Pſalm, i 


O Lord, conſider my Diſtreſs; for as yet I 
knew not where I was. 

57. Neither as yet could I attain to any 
comfortable Perſwaſion that I had Faith in 
Chriſt > but inſtead of having Satisfaction, 


here. 


n ; 
did 8 


to the Chief of Siuner r. 
re I began to find my Soul to be aſſaulted 


With freſh Doubts about my future Happineſs; 


pecially with ſuch as theſe, Whether I was 
lected : But how if the Day of Grace ſhould. 


ow be pa$t and gone? | 
58. By theſe two Temptations I was very 


and nuch afflicted and diſquieted; ſometimes by 


the 8 ; 


Ine, and ſometimes by the other of them. 
» is Wind firſt, to ſpeak. of that about my quelti- 
lat. | 
on- 
uld 
re- | 
19 
ar- 


} 


ning my Election, I found at this time, that 


hough 1 was in a Flame to find the Way to 
Jeaven and Glory, and though nothing could 


eat me off from this, yet this Queſtion did 
Wo offend and diſcourage me, that I was, ef-- 
pecially ſometimes, as if the very ſtrength of... 


ed Iny Body alſo had been taken away by the 


m 


nd 8 


force and power thereof. This Scripture dick 
Jalſo ſeem to me, to trample upon all my De- 
ſires; It is neither in him that willeth, ner ug 
- him that runneth;, but in God that ſheweth- 
8 Iercy, Rom. 9. 


59. With this Scripture J could not tell 


what to do, for I evidently ſaw, unleſs that” 
the great God, of his infinite Grace and Boun- 
ty, had voluntarily choſen me to be a Veſſel 
of Mercy, though I ſhould deſire, and long, 
and labour until my Heart did break, no good 
could come of it. Therefore this would ſtick 
with me, How can you tell that you are Elect. 
cd, and what if you ſhould not? How then 


60. O Lord, thought I, what if I ſhould" 


not indeed? It may be you are not, ſaid the 


Tempter; it may be ſo indeed thought I; Whyr 


— — 


ebe Revelations, and ſee if you can find, that 
| there was ever any that truſted in the Lord, and 


n God that ſheweth mer 


thus to ſtart the Queſtion; for that the Ele] 


now quite giving up the Ghoſt, of all my 
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then ſaid Satan, you had as good leave off, an 
ſtrive no farther; for if indeed, you ſhoulf 
not be elected and choſen of God, there is ni 
talk of your being faved ; For it is neither if 
him that willeth, nor in him that runneth; bu 


61. By theſe things . driven to my 
Wit's-end, not knowing what to ſay, or hoy 
to anſwer theſe Temptations : Indeed, I lit; 
tle thought that Satan had thus aſſaulted me. 
but that rather it was my own Prudence, 


only obtained Eternal Life; that I, without 
{cruple, did heartily cloſe withal ; but that] 


my ſelf was one of them, there lay the Que - d 


ſtion. 

62. Thus, therefore, for ſeveral Days, I was 
greatly aſſaulted and perplexed, and was of- 
ten, when I have been walking, ready to fink} 
where I went, with Faintneſs in my Mind : 
But one Day, after I had been ſo many Weeks 
or preſſed and caſt down therewith, as I was 


ww w— ITC. 


Hopes of ever attaining Life, that Sentence 
fell with weight upon my Spirit, Look at the 
Generations of Old, and ſee, Did ever any 
truſt in God, and were confounded ? : 

63. At which I was greatly enlightned, and 
encouraged in my Soul; for thus at that very We 
Inſtant, it was expounded to me: Begin ar 


the bezir ning of Genefis, and read to the end of 


Was 
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was confounded. So coming home, I preſent- 
ly went to my Bible, to ſee if I could find 
that Saying, not doubting but to find it pre- 
ſently; for it was fo freſh, and with {ach 
ſtrength and comfort on my Spirit, that it 
was as if it talked with me. 
| 64. Well, I looked, but I found-it not; 
only it abode upon me : Then I did ask firſt 
it. this good Man, and then another, if the 
knew where it was, but they knew no ſuc 
place. At this I wondred, that ſuch a Sen- 
W tence ſhould fo ſuddenly, and with ſuch com- 
fert and ftrength, ſieze, and abide upon my 
Heart, and yet that none could find it (for I 
doubted not, but it was in Holy Scripture.) 
65. Thus I continued above a Year, and 
could not find the Place; but at laſt, caſting 
my Eye upon the Apocripha Books, I found 
it in Eccleſiaſticus, Eccleſ. 2. 16. This, at the 
: Whirſt, did ſomewhat daunt me; but becauſe 
by this time I had got more Experience of 
the Love and Kindneſs of God, it troubled 
me the leſs; eſpecnlly when I conſidered, that 
houghſ was not in thoſe Texts that we call 
Holy and Canonical, yet foraſmuch as this 
y Wentence was the Sum and Subftince of many 
of the Promiſes, it was my Duty to take the 
ind Comfort of it; and 1 bleſs God for that Word, 
ery {Wor it was of good to me: That Word doth 
4 will, at-times ſhine before my Face. 
d of 606. After this, that other Doubt did come 
hat rrith ſtrength upon me, But how if the Day of 
and race ſhould be paſt and gone? How if you 
was | have 
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have over - ſtood the time of Mercy? Now I WW: 
remember that one Day, as I was walking in 
the Country, I was much in the Thoughts of 
this, but how if the Day of Grace is pat? And. WW 
to aggravate my Trouble, the Tempter pre-. 
ſented to my Mind thoſe good People of Bed- WM 
ford, and ſuggeſted thus unto me, That theſe . 
being converted already, they were all that 
God would fave in thoſe Parts; and that 1“ 
came too late, for theſe had got the Bleſſing i 
efore I came. (a 
67. Now was I in great diſtreſs, thinking in 
very deed, that this might well be ſo; where- | 
fore I went up and down bemoaning my ſad 
Condition; counting my ſelf far worſe, than 
a thouſand Fools for ſtanding off thus long, 
and ſpending ſo many Years in Sin as I have 
done; ſtill crying out, Oh, that I had turned 
ſooner; Oh, that I had turned ſeven Years 
ago | It made me alſo angry with my ſelf, to 
think that I ſhould have no more Wit, but to 
trifle away my Time, till my Soul and Hea- 
ven were loſt. , 
68. But when I had been long vexed with 
this Fear, and was ſcarce able to take one ſtep 
more, juſt about the ſame place where I re. Nis 
ceived my other Encouragement, theſe Word e 
broke in upon my Mind, compel them to com 
in, that my Houſe may be filled; and yet ther 
# room, Luke 14. 22, 23. Theſe Words, butMin 
eſpecially them, And yet there is room, Werere: 
ſweet Words to me; Gr truly, I thought tha 
by them I faw there was place enough in 
L 


” 


/ 
2 


Pa 
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eaven for me; and moreover, that when the 
ord Jeſus did ſpeak theſe Words, he then 
id think of me; and that he knowing that 


1d. ie time would come, that I ſhould be afflict- 
e- with Fear, that there was no Place left for 
d- Ine in his Boſom, did before ſpeak this Word, 
fe Und leave it upon Record, that I might find 


Nis 1 then verily believed. 


ing 69. In the Light and Encouragement of this 

AV ord, I went a pretty while; and the Com- 
in Wort was the more, when I thought that the 
re- Tord Jeſus ſhoald think on me ſo long ago, 


Ind that he ſhould ſpeak them Words on pnr- 
Poſe for my ſake; for I did think verily, that 


ng, We did on purpoſe ſpeak them, to encourage 
ave Wie withal. 

ned 70. But I was not without my Temptati- 
ears Ins to go back again; Temptations I ay, both 


om Satan, mine own Heart, and carnal Ac- 
Wuaintance; but I thank God theſe were out- 
Neighed by that ſound Senſe of Death, and 

If the Day of Judgment, which abode, as it 
with ere continually in my view: I ſhould of- 
ſtepſſhen alſo think on Nebuchadnex ar; of whom 


ordiWe Earth, Dan. F. 18, 19. Yet, thought I, 


comtW this great Man had all his Portion in this 
there Vorid, one hour in Hell- fire would make 
, butWin forget all. Which Conſideration was a 
wereWreat help to me. | 
| thy 71. I was almoſt made, about this time, to 
711 NU 


ſes 


elp thereby againſt this vile Temptation. 


I re- is ſaid, He had given him all the Kingdoms 


e lomething concerning the Beaſts that A To- 


{ 


| 


. 
+. TH 
- 
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Fes counted Clean, and Unclean : I thought 
thoſe Beaſts were Types of Men; the Clean, 
Types of them that were the People of God; 
but the Unclean Types of ſuch as were the 


| 


Children of the wicked One. Now, I read 


that the clean Beaſts chewed the Cud; that i, 
thought I, they ſhew us, we muſt feed upon 
the Word of God: They alſo parted the Hoof, iv, 
I thought that ſignified, we muſt part, if weWa: 
would be ſaved, with the ways of ungoclyMWt! 
Men. And alfo, in further reading about 
them, I found, that though we did chew thef 
Cud, as the Hare; yet if we walked within 
Claws, like a Dog; or if we did part the C 
Hoof, like the Swine, yet if we did not chew) 
the Cud, as the Sheep, we are ſtill, for ali 
that, but unclean : For I thought the Hare to 
be a Type of thoſe that talk of the Worchhbe 
yet walk in ways of Sin; and that the Swine WC 
was like him that parted with his outward cc 
Pollution, but ftill wanteth the Word off 
Faith, without which, there could be no way 
of Salvation, let a Man be never ſo devout 
Deut. 14. After this, I found by reading the 
Word, that thoſe that muſt be glorified with 
Chriſt in another World, ut be called bf 
him here; called to the partaking of a Share 
in his Word and Righteouſnels, and to, the ve 
Comforts and firſt Fruits of his Spirit, and to 
to a peculiar Intereſt in all thoſe heaven o 
Things, which do indeed, forefit the Soul forfy; 
that Reſt, and Houſe of Glory, which is in 
Heaven above. | ph 
|. 72. He, 


) 
n 
] 
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ght 72. Here again I was at a very great Stand; 
an, Wot knowing what to do, fearing I was not 
od; called; for, thought I, if I be not called, what 
theMthen can do me good? None but thoſe who 
eadMare effectually called, inherit the Kingdom of 
t is, WHeaven. But Oh! how I now loved thoſe 
pon Words that ſpake of a Chri/t:an's Calling! as 
oof, when the Lord ſaid to one, Follow me, and to 
weWanother, Come after me: And Oh, thought I, 
xclyMthat he would ſay fo to me too; how gladly. 


out! 
the 
Vith 
the 
lew 


would I run after him! 
73. I cannot now expreſs with what Long- 
ings and Breathings in my Soul, I cried to 
;hriſt to call me. Thus I continued for a 
time, all on a Flame to be converted to Jeſus 
r alWChriſt ; and did alſo fee at that Day, ſuch 
e to Glory in a converted State, that I could not 
ord, be contented without a Share therein. Gold! 
vine Could it have been gotten for Gold, what 
rargWcould I have given for it! Had I had a whole 
og world, it had all gone ten thouſand times 
way over for this, that my Soul might have been 
Out in a con- verted State. 
the 74. How lovely now was every one in my 
vit ves, that I thought to be converted Men 
1 and Women! They ſhone, they walked like 
People that carried the Broad-Seal of Hea- 
, thefWven about them. Oh! 1 faw the Lot was fallen 
andlito them in pleaſant Places, and they had a 
en!yWeoodly Heritage, Pſalm 16. But that which 
fo made me Sick, was that of Chriſt, in Mark, 
18 Ve went up into a Mountain, and called to him 
phom he would, and they came unto him, Mark 
3. 13. 75. This 


hare 


Here 
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75. This Scripture made me faint and fear; 
yet it kindled Fire in my Soul. That which! 
made me fear, was this; leſt Chriſt ſhould 
have no liking to me, for he called whom hell 
mould. But Oh! the Glory that I ſaw in thatf 
Condition, did {till ſo ingage my Heart, that 
I could ſeldom read of any that Chriſt did 
call, but I preſently wiſhed, Would I had 
been in their Cloaths; would I had been born 
Peter; would I had been born John; or would We 
[had been by and had heard him when hel 
Called them, how would F have cried, O Lord 
call me alſo? But, Oh! J feared he would: 


not call me. 


IC 


15 76. And truly, the Lord let me go thus 
many Months together, and ſhewed me no- 
ching; either that I was already, or ſhould 
be called hereafter : But at laſt, after much. 
dime ſpent, and many Groans to God, thats 
WW I might be made partaker of the Holy anda 
Heavenly Calling; that Word came in upon ga 
{i me: I will cleauſe their Blood that I have notWt 

E cleanſed, for the Lord awelleth in Zion, Joelli 

3. 21. Theſe Words I thought were lent tolf 
encourage me to wait ſtill upon God; and 
ſignified unto me, that if I were not already, 
yet time might come I might be in truth 
Converted into Chriſt, 

77. About this time I began to break my 
Mind to thoſe poor People in Bedford, and 
to tell them my Condition; which when 
they had heard they told Mr. Gifford of me, 
who himſelf alſo took Occaſion to talk with 

me; 
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ear, e; and was willing to be well perſwaded 
uch me, though I think from little Grounds : 
uidMut he invited me to his Houſe, where 1 
W ould hear him confer with others, about the 
Pealings of God with their Souls; from all 
WT hich I ſtill received more Conviction, and 
Won that time began to ſee ſomething of the 
Wanity, and inward Wretchednels of my wic- 
d Heart, for as yet I knew no great Matter 


1d MWercin ; but now it began to be diſcovered 
eto me, and alſo to work at that rate as it 
ord ver did before. Now I evidently found, 
ld Wat Luſts and Corruptions put forth them- 


ves within me, in wicked Thoughts and 
W-ſires; which I did not regard before; my 
eſires alſo for Heaven and Life began to 
il, J found alſo, that whereas before my 


an to hanker after every fooliſh Vanity; 
Wi, my Heart would not be moved to mind 


pon Wat which was good; it began to be careleſs, 
not ſpth of my Soul and Heaven; it would now 
Joel Wntinually hang back, both to, and in every 

t tolWity : and was as a Clog on the Leg of a 
andhrd, to hinder me from flying. 

dy, 78. Nay, thought I, now I grow worſe and 


lorſe; now I am farther from Converſion 
an ever I was before: Wherefore I began 
W {ink greatly in my Soul, and began to en- 
Irtain ſuch Diſcouragement in my Heart, as 
id me as low as Hell. If now I ſhould 
ve burned at the Stake, I could not believe 
at Chriſt had a love for me; alas! I could 
neither 


dul was full of longing after God, now it 
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4 neither hear him nor ſee him, nor feel hin 
nor favour any of his things; I was driven Wn 
| with a Tempeſt, my Heart would be uncleu 
wy and the Canaanites would dwelt in the Land. Wk 
Will 79. Sometimes I would tell my Conditio*! 
do the People of God; which, when the 
Wy heard, they would pity me, and would tell D 
v1 of the Promiſes; but they had as good ha 
= told me, that I muſt reach the Sun with mt. 
"oY Finger, as have bidden me receive or rel! 
; upon the Promiſes; and as ſoon. as I ſhoulW'! 

| have done it, all my Senſe and Feeling wil 
(499 againſt me; and I fv I had a Heart thi © 
mr would fin, and that lay under a Law the 
would condemn. * 
8 $1. Theſe things have often made nm) 
WE think of the Child which the Father broughl*< 
co Chriſt, who while he was yet a coming fi < 
bim, was thrown down by the Devil, and alf er 
5 rent and torn by him, that he lay and wa 
Wh. © lowed, foaming, Luke 9. 42. Mark 9. 20. 
5 81. Further, in theſe Days, I ſhould fin. 
my heart to ſhut it ſelf up againſt the Lon“ 
4 and againſt his holy Word: I have found mM 
WW  Unbelief to ſet, as it were, the Shoulder .. 
10 the Door, to keep him out; and that too eve 
a then, when J have with many a bitter Sigh 
þ | cricd, Good Lord break it open: Lord breagf® 
FT theſe Gates of Braſs, and cut theſe Bars of . 
k aſunder, Plalm 107. 16. Yet that Wort 
" would ſometimes create in my heart a peacqlif ' 
able Pauſe, I girded thee, though thou haft u 


Rnown me, IIa. 45. F. 32 1 
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them as little Burthens. A wounded Spirit i 
can bear. | 86. A 


4 
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1 had; I could have changed Heart with ani + 
body; I thought none but the Devil him; ol 
could equalize me for inward Wickedneſs an": 
Pollution of Mind. - T fell therefore at .fr 
fight of my own Vileneſs, deeply into DW?) 
ſpair; for I concluded, that this Conditiꝗ 
that I was in, could not ſtand with a Stu 
of Grace. Sure, thought I, I am forſaken (0 
God; ſure I am given up to the Devil, and ha 
a reprobate Mind: And thus I continued Hr 
long while, even for ſome Years together. lo 
85. While I was thus afflicted with u 
Fears of my own Damnation, there were of'0 
Things would make me wonder; the of. 
was, When I ſaw old People hunting after ti te 
Things of this Liſe, as if they ſhould live he . 
always: The other was, when I found PHH; 
feſſors much diſtreſſed and caſt down, WH“ 
they met with outward Loſſes; as of Husban 
Wife, Child, ©c. Lord, thought I, wh” 
a-do is here about ſuch little Things as the 
What ſeeking after carnal Things, by ſom Loc 
and what Grief in others for the Loſs W* 
them! If they ſo much labour after, and ſhal®* 
ſo many Tears for the Things of this preſe he 
Life, how am I to be bemoaned, pitied, OL 
prayed for! My Soul is dying, my Soul Mt 
damning. Were my Soul but in a good C 
dition, and were 1 but ſure of it, ah! ha tl 
rich would I eſteem. my ſelf, though bleſſt 
but with Bread and Water! I ſhould cod 
thoſe but ſmall Afflictions, and ſhould bal,” 


— 
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86. And though I was much troubled, and 
oſſed, and afflicted, with the Sight and Senſe 
Ind Terror of my own Wickedneſs, yet I was 
fraid to let this Sight and Senſe go quite off 

Wy Mind: for I found, that unleſs Guilt of 
+ WMonſcience was taken off, the right way that 
5, by the Blood of Chriſt, a Man grew rather 
'orſe for the loſs of his Trouble of Mind, 
han Trouble. Wherefore, if my Guilt lay 
ard upon me, then ſhould I cry, that the 
Blood of Chriſt might take it off: And if it 
as going off without it (for the ſenſe of Sin 
ould be ſometimes as if it would die, and 
quite away) then I would alfo ſtrive to 
W:ch it upon my Heart again by bringing the 


heWuniſhment of Sin into Hell-fire upon my Spi- 
pri and ſhould cry, Lord, let it not go off my 
heart, but the right way, by the Blood of 


dan it, and the Application of thy Mercy, 
neh him, to my Soul; for that Scripture 
fd lay much upon me, without ſhedding of 
om lood there is no Redemption, Heb. 22 And 
&C Wat which made me the more afraid of this, 


as, becauſe I had ſeen ſome, who, though 
hen they were under wounds of Conſcience, 
ould cry and pray; yet feeling rather pre- 
nt eaſe for their Trouble, than Pardon for 
eir Sin, cared not how they loſt their Guilt, 
they got it out of their Mind : Now having 
Wt it off the wrong way, it was not ſancti⸗ 
on unto them; but they grew harder and 
Nader, and more wicked after their trouble. 
us made me afraid, and made me — ho | 


Man. Man indeed is the moſt Noble by Cres 


ſo every ſaved Soul, is Chriſt's Love, wis 
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God the more, that it might not be ſe 
with me. 

87. And now I was ſorry that God had 
made me Man, for I feared I was a Repro- 
bate : I counted Man as unconverted, - the 
moſt doleful of all Creatures. Thus being": 
afflited and toſſed about my {ad Condition 
I counted my ſelf alone, and above the moſt 
of Men Unbleſſed. 

88. Yea, I thought it impoſſible that ever . 
ſhould attain to ſo much Godlineſs of Heart 
as to thank God that he had made me i/4 


tion, of all Creatures in the viſible World! 
but by Sin he had made himſelf the moſt In 
noble. The Beaſts, Birds, Fiſhes, cc. I blen 
ſed their Condition; for they had not a ſinfi 
Nature, they were not obnoxious to thillf 
Wrath of God; they were not to go to Hel 
fire after Death; I could therefore have re 
joyced, had my Condition been as any ofi#-"* 
theirs. | 

89. In this Condition I went a great while 
but when comforting time was come, I hear! 
one Preach a Sermon on theſe Words in th 
Song (Song 4. I.) Behold thou art fair, m 
Love; behold thou art fair : But at that tim en 
he made theſe two Words, My Love, his chit 
and ſubject Matter; from which, after he hal 
a little opened the Text, he obſerved the 9. 
ſeveral Concluſions; 1. That the Church, al 


loveleſs. 2. Chriſts Love without a Cauſe. 
Fs Lo 50515 
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. Chriſt's Love, which hath been hated of the” + 
Vorld. 4. Chriſt's Love, when under Temptati- 
„, and under Deſtruttion. 5. Chriſt's Love, 
om firſt to laſt, ee 
90. But I got nothing by what he faid at 
reſent ; only when he came to the Applicati: 


Pn of the fourth Particular, this was the Word 


e ſaid; F it be ſo, that the ſaved Soul is 
briſt's Love, when under Temptation and De- 
traction; then poor tempted Soul when thou art 
ſſaulted and afflitted with Temptatioms , 
and the Hidings of God's Face, yet think ow 
heſe two Words, My Love, ffillt. 
91. So as I was going home, theſe Words 
ame again into my Thoughts; and I well” 
emember, as they came in, I ſaid thus in mx 
leart, What ſhall I get by thinking on theſe - 


* 


„ 


% Words? This Thought had no ſooner” 


aſſed through my Heart, but theſe Words be- 
an thus to kindle in my Spirit, Thou art ] 
ove, thou art my Dove, twenty times toge- 
her; and {till as they ran in my Mind, they 
vaxed ſtronger and warmer, and began to 
make me look up; but being as yet between 
ope and Fear, I ſtill replied in my Heart, 
ut it is true, but it is true? At which, that © 


Wcentence fell npon me, He wiſt not that it was 


rue, which was come unto him of the Angel, 
Acts 12. 29. | DI LK 
92. Then I began to give Place to the Word: 
hich, with power, did over and over make 
his joyful ſound i myo, They ar 


a ” 
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» 
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Love, thou art my Love; and nothing ſhall 
ſeparate thee from my Love. And with that 
75 Heart was filled full of Comfort and 
i ope, and now I could believ2 that my Sins 
ſpould beforgiven me; yea, 1 was now taken 
with the Love and Mercy of God, that, I 
remember, I could not tell how to contain 
Till I got home: I thought I could. have ſpo- 
en of his Love, and have told of his Mercy 
to me, even to the very Crows that ſat upon 
the plow'd-Lands before me, had: they been 
capable to have underſtood me: Wherefore I 
aid in my Soul, with much gladneſs, well, I 
WY would I had a Pen and Ink here, I would 
WE write this down before I go any farther ; for 
WH ſurely I will not forget this forty Years hence: 
But, alas! within leſs than forty Days, I be- 
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begin to queſtion all ſtill. 

z. Yet ſtill at times, I was helped to be- 
lieve, that it wasa true Manifeſtation of Grace 
unto my Soul, tho” I had loſt much of the 
Life and Favour of it. Now about a Week or 


Wh thisScripture, Simon, Simon, behold Satan hath 
WE defered to have you, Luke 22. 31. and ſome- 
times it would ſound fo loud within me, yea, 
and as it was, call ſo ſtrongly after me, that 
once, above all the reſt, I turned my Head 
Wen! r Shoulder, thinking verily that ſome 
Man had, behind me, called me; being at 4 
Kreat diſtance, methought he called ſo loud: It 
_—_—- come, 


CY 


EY gan to queſtion all again; which made me 


# i} *Fortnight after this, I was much followed by 
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come, as I have thought fince, to have ſtirred 
me up to Prayer, and to Watchfulneſs: It 
came to acquaint me, that a Cloud and a Storm 
was coming down upon me; but I under- 

[ ſtood it not. > = 
' 94. Alſo, as I remember, that time that it. 
called to me fo loud, was the laſt time that 
oy Wit ſounded in mine Ears; but methinks 1 
hear ſtill with what a loud Voice theſe Words, 
Simon, Simon, ſounded in mine Ears. I thought 
1 verily, as 1 have told you, that ſomebody had 
1 called after me, that was half a Mile behind 
i; Wine: And altho' that was not my Name, yet 


a. it made me ſuddenly look behind me; belie- 
e: Ning that he that called fo loud meant me. 

.. 95: But ſo fooliſh was I, and ignorant, that 
ne knew not the reaſon of this Sound; (whick 


as I did both ſee and fee! ſoon after, was ſent 
e. from Heaven as an Alarm, to awaken me to 
provide for what was coming) only I ſhould 
hy {uſe and wonder in my Mind, to think what 
ſhould be the reaſon of this Scripture, and that 
at this rate, ſo often and ſo loud, ſhould ſtill 
be ſounding and ratling in mine Ears: But, as 
id before, I ſoon after perceived the End 
of God therein. * 
96. For, about the ſpace of a Month after, 
very great Storm came down upon me, 
which handled me twenty times worſe that 
all I had met with before; it came ing 
nt upon me, now by one piece, then by anas; 
ze, ther, firſt, all my Comfort was taken from 
me, then DarkneG ſeized upon me; after -- 
5 C2 Which, 


& 
7 


Heaven and that we only, who live in a 
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Which, whole Floods of Blaſphemies, both a 
gainſt God, Chriſt, and the Scriptures, was 
poured upon my Spirit, to my great Confuſion 
andAſtoniſhment. Theſe blaſphemous thoughts 
were ſuch as ſtirred up Queſtions in me, 2. 
Pot the very Being of God, and of his only 
oved Son: As, whether there were in 
Truth, a God or Chriſt? And whether the 
Holy Scriptures were not rather a Fable, and 


cunning Story, than the holy and pure Word | 


of God? & 6 | 
97. The Tempter would alſo much aſſault me 
With this, Hom can you tell but that the Turks 
had as good Scriptures to prove their Maho- 
met the Saviour, as we have to prove our Je- 
ſus ? And, could I think, that ſo many Ten 
Thouſands, in ſo many Countries, and . King: 
aoms, ſhould be without the Knowledge of the 
right Way to Heaven; (if there were indeed a 


corner of the Earth, ſhould alone be bleſſed 
= therewith? Every one doth think his own, Ke- 
ligion rightest, both Jews and Moors, and Pa- 
gans; and how if all our Faith, and Chris#t, 
and Scriptures, ſhould be but a Think > too? 
98. Sometimes I have endeavoured to ar- 


gue againft theſe Suggeſtions, and to ſet fome | 


of the Sentences of bleſſed Paul againſt them; 
but, alas! 1 quickly felt, when I thus did, 
ſuch Arguings as theſe would return again 


upon me, Though we made fo great a Matter of 


Paul, and of his Words, yet how could I tell;but 


ming 


that in every deed, he being a ſubtil and cum 
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© Wim Man, might give himſelf up to deceruve 
rich ſtrong Deluſions; and alſo take the Paints 
on and Travel, to undo and deſtroy his Fellows. | 
05 99. Theſe Suggeſtions (with many other 


which at this time I may not, nor dare not 
ly WY utter, neither by Word or Pen) did make 
ſuch a Seizure upon my Spirit, and did ſo o- 
ver-weigh my Heart, both with their num 


nd ber, continuance, and fiery Force, that I felt 

rd as if there were nothing elſe but theſe from 
Morning to Night within me; and as tho” 

Ne indeed, there could be room for nothing elſe; 


and alſo concluded, that God had, in very 
Wrath to my Soul, given me up to them, to 

le be carried away with them, as with a mighty 
en Whirlwind. | | 

100. Only by the Diſtaſte that they gave 
unto my Spirit, J felt there was ſomething in 


me, that i v5 to embrace me. But this Con- 


© Wiideration I then only had, when God gave me 
ed Micave to twallow my Spittle, othewiſe the 
de- Noiſe, and Strength and Force of theſe Temp- 
Pa: tations, would drown and overflow; and as it 
4 were, bury all ſuch Thoughts or the Remem- 


brance of any ſuch Thing. While I was in 
this Temptation, I ſhould nnd often my Mind 
ſuddenly put upon it, to Curſe and Swear, or 


mz to ſpeak ſome grievous thing againſt God, or 
id, NChriſt his Son, and of the Scriptures, SY 
am ror. Now I thought, ſurely I am poſſeſſed 
r of Wof the Det: At other times, again L thought 


ſhould be bereft of my Wits; for inſtead - 4 
ff lauding and magnifying God the Lord with 


up in her Arms, and is carrying from Friend 


ſo ſhriek and cry; but yet I was bound in 
the Wings of the Ar and the Wind 


have been as if my Mouth would have ſpoket 
that Word, whether 1 would or no: And in 
Jo ſtrong a Meaſure was this Temptation up! 
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Others, if T have but heard him ſpoken of 
Preſently fome moſt horrible blaiphemous 
hought or other, would bolt out of my 
Heart againſt him; ſo that whether I did 
think that God was, or again did think there 
was no ſuch thing; no Love, nor Peace, nor 
gracious Diſpoſition could I feel within me. 
102. Theſe things did fink me into very 
deep Deſpair, for 1 concluded, that ſuch 
things could not poſſibly be lound amongſt] 
tem that loved God. I often, when theſe 
Tempt e i025 had been with force upon me, 
did compare iny ſelf to the Caſte of ſuch a 
Child, whom ſome Gyptiz hath by force took 


and Country: Kick ſometimes I did, and ab 


would carry me away. thought alſo of Saul, 
and of the evil Spirit that did poſſeſs him; 
and did greatly fear, that my Condition wa 
the ame with that of his, 1 Sam. 16. 14. 
103. In theſe Days, when I have heard 6 
thers talk of what was the Sin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, then would the Tempter ſo pro- 
yoke me ta defire to ſin that Sin, that I was 
us if I could not, muſt not, neither ſhould be 
quiet until I had committed it; now no dll 
would ſerve but that: If it were to be com. 
mitted by ſpeaking of ſuch a Word, then 


* 
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oh on me, that often I have been ready to clap my 
dus Hands under my Chin, to hold my Mouth 
my from opening; and to that end alſo I have 
did hid thoughts at other times, to leap with my 
ere Head downward', into ſome Muckhilhole 
nor or other, to keep my Mouth from ſpeaking. 
. 104. Now again I beheld the Condition of 
er the Dog and Toad, and counted the Eſtate of 
och every thing that God had made, far better 
221 than this dreadful State of mine, and ſuch as 
ke my Companions was: Yea, gladly would 1 
me have been in the Condition of a Dog or Horſe, 
-h 2 for I knew they had no Souls'to periſh under 
004 the everlaſting weight of Hell, or Sin, as 
endl mine was like to do. Nay, and tho' I ſaw 
1 au this, felt this, and was broken to pieces with 
ding it; yet that which added to my Sorrow was 
"indy that I could not find, that with all my Soul I 
did deſire Deliverance. That Scripture did alſo 
tear 2nd rend my Soul, in the midit of theſe 
Diſtractions. The wicked are like the troubled 
Sea, which cannot reſt > whoſe Waters caſt up 
Mire and Dirt. There is no Peace to the. 
Wicked faith my God, Ha. 57. 20, 21. 5 
105. And now my Heart was, at times, 


Wai exceeding hard; if I would have given 2 
d bel thouſand Pounds for a Tear, I could not ſhed 


one, no nor ſometimes ſcarce defire to ſhed 
one. I was much dejected, to think that this 
would be my Lot. I ſaw fome could mourn 
and lament their Sin; and others, again, could 
rejoyce, and bleſs God for Chriſt, and others 

again could quietly talk of, and with gladneſs 
| G4 _  remeny 


: 1 and wor ſhip me 7 Mat. 2. 95 


remember the word of God; while I only 
Was in the Storm or Tempeſt. This much 
Junk me, I thought my Condition was alone, 
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I ſhould therefore much bewail my hard Hap, 
but get out ot, or get rid of theſe things, | 


could nor. 


106. While this Temptation laſted, which 


Was about a Year, I could attend upon none 
of the Ordinances of God, but with ſore and 
eat Affliction. Yea, then was I moſt di- 


refſed with Blaſphemies: If I had been 


hearing the Word, then Uncleanneſs, Blaſ- 

phemies and Deſpair would hold me a Cap- 
tive there; if I have been Reading, then 
ſometimes I had ſudden thoughts to queſtion 
all I read; ſometimes, again, my mind would 


be ſo ſtrangely ſnatched away, and poſſeſſed 


with other things, that I have neither known, 
nor regarded, nor remembred ſo much as the 
Sentence that but now I have read. 


107. In Prayer alſo I have been greatly 


troubled at this time; ſometimes I have 
thought I have felt him behind me, pull my 


Cloaths: He would be alſo continually at me 


in time of Prayer, to have done, break off; 
© -make haſte, you have prayed enough, and 
ſtay no longer; ſtill drawing my Mind a. 
Way. 
wicked Thoughts as theſe; that I muſt pray to 


Sometimes alſo he would caſt in ſuch 


him, or for him: 1 have thought ſometimes 
of that, Fall domn, or, if thou wilt fall donn 


108. Alſo, 
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iN 108. Alſo, when becauſe I have had wan- 
| Ki dering Thoughts in the time of this Duty, E 
ucuß have laboured to compoſe my Mind, and fix 
* it upon God; then with great force hath the 
* Tempter laboured to diſtract me, and con- 
Lo found me, and to turn away my Mind, by 
if preſenting to my Heart and Fancy, the Form 
ucuß of a Buſh, a Bull, a Beſom, or the like, as if 
Ne 1 ſhould pray to theſe: To theſe he would. 
.o (at ſometimes eſpecially) ſo hold my 
Mind, that I was as if I could think of no- 
thing elſe, or pray to nothing elſe but to theſe, 
Hor ſuch as they. | 
4 ioo. Yet at times I ſhould have ſome ſtrong 
"i and heart-affeting Apprehenſions, of God, 


wy and the reality of the Truth of his Cons 
e But, Oh! how would my Heart, at fuck 


times, put forth it ſelf with unexpreſſible 
thel Groanings. My whole Soul was then in every 
Word; I ſhould cry with Pangs after God; 
that he would be merciful unto me: But then 
we | ſhould be daunted again with ſuch Conceits 
eas theſe; I ſhould think that God did Mock 
mel et theſe my Prayers, ſaying, and that in the- 
F. Audience of the holy Angels, Thus poor ſimple 
Mieth doth hanker after me, as if I had ne 
e to do with my — to beſtom it s 
ſuch as he. Alas, poor Soul! How art tho 
a decerved! It is not for ſuch as thee to have Eu- 
vour with the HigheFt. | . 
110. Then hath the Tempter come upon: 
me alſo with ſuch Diſcouragements as theſe, 
lou. are very hot for Mercy, but I will cool 
Fr n 


* 


blub, vor Death, nor Life, &c. ſhall abt 
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you; this Frame ſhall not laſt always : May 
have becn as hot as you for a Spirit, but I have 
3 their Zeal. (and with this, ſuch and 
ch, who were fallen off, would be ſet be. 
fore mine Eyes.) Then I ſhould be afraid that 
I ſhonld do {o too: But, thought I, I am glad 
this comes into my Mind: Well, I will Watch, 
and take what Care I can, Tho you do, (ſaid 
Satan) I ſhall be too hard for you, I will coul 
you inſenſibly, by degrees, by little and little 
hat care I, faith he, though I be ſeven years 
in chilling your Heart, if I can do it at last: 
Continual Rocking will lull a crying Child aſleep: 
I will ply it cloſe, but I will have my End ac- 
compliſhed. Though you be burning hot at pre- 
ſent, jet I can pull you from this Fire, I (hal 
have you cold before it be long. 
111. Theſe things brought me into great 
Straits; for as I at preſent could not find my 
ſelf fit for prefent Death, ſo I thought to live 
long, would make me yet more unfit; 
for time would make me forget all, and wear 
even the Remembrance of the Evil of Sin, the 
"Worth of Heaven, and the need I had of the 
Blood of Chriſt to Waſh me, both out of 
Mind and Thought: But I thank Chriſt Je- 
4ns, theſe things did not at preſent make me 
lack my crying, but rather did put me more 
upon it, (like her who met with the Adulterer, 
Deut. 22. 26.) in which Days, that was 1 
290d Word to me, after 1 had ſuffered theſe 
ings a while; I am perſwaded, that neit her 


rate 


pans pr, 


— 


as | was ſaying in my Mind, What ground 


Ads 10. 6. 
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rate n from the Leue of God, which is in 
Chri#t Jeſus, Rom. 8. 38. And now hoped 
long Life ſhould not deſtroy me, nor make 
me mils of Heaven, 

112. Yet I had ſome Supports in this Temp- 
tation, though they were then all queſtioned 
by me; that in Jer. z. at the firſt, Was 
ſomething to me; and ſo was the Conſidera- 
tion of Verſe 5. of that Chapter; that tho" 
we have ſpoken and done as evil things as We 
could, yet we ſhall cry nnto God, A F- 
ther, thou art the Guide of my Youths, and ſhall 
return unto him. b 

113. I had alſo once a ſweet Glance from 
that in 2 Cor. 5. 12. For he hath made him 
to be Sin for us, who knew no Sin, that we 
might be made the Righteouſneſs of God in him. 
I remember that one Day, as I was ſitting in 
a Neigbour's Houſe, and there very fad at the i 
Conſideration of my many Blaſphemies; and 


have I to (ay that, who have been ſo Vile ana 
Abominable, ſhould ever inherit Eternal Life **Þ 
That Word came ſuddenly upon me, Rhe 
fhall we ſay to theſe things? Fry God be for u, 
who can be againit us? Rom. 8. 13. tak 
ſo was an help nnto me, Becauſe I live, you” 
ſball live alſo, John 14. 19. But theſe Words 

were but Hints, Touches, and ſhort Viſits, WW 
tho very ſweet when preſent; only they ta- 
ſted not; but like to Peter's Sheet, of a ſudden 
were caught up from me, to Heaven again, 

'2 * 


ä 214. But 
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114. But aftewards the Lord did more futMWan 
PP and gracioully diſcover himſelf unto me w. 
and indeed, did quite, not only deliver me pc 
=_—_ from the Guilt that, by theſe things, was 
laid upon my Conſcience, but alſo from the ni 
very filth thereof; for the Temptation was b) 

removed, and I was put into my right Mind T 

again, as other Chriſtians were. ve 
115. I remember that one Day, as I was ur 
travelling into the Country, and muſing on to 
the Wickedneſs and Blaſphemy of my Heart, iſ vw 
and conſidering the Enmity that was in meW fr 
to God, that Scripture came in my Mind, V 

He hath made Peace by the Blood of his Croſ 

Col. I. 20. By which I was made to ſee, at 
= doth again and again, that Day, that God t! 
and my. Soul were Friends by this Blood; 
= yea 1 ſaw that the Juſtice of God, and my 
WE - finfal Soul could embrace and kiſs each other, 
through his Blood. This was a good Day to 
me; I hope I ſhall never forget it. 
116. At another time as I ſet by the Fire, 
in my Houſe, and muſing on my Wretched- 
nes, the Lord made that alſo a precious 
Word unto me, Foraſmuch- then as Children 
are partakers of the Fleſh and Blood, he alſo 
himPelf likewiſe took part of the fame, that thro 
Dieath he might deſtroy him t hat had the Power 
J Death, that is, the Devil; and deliver thoſe 
Wl -gpho through the fear of Death, were all their 
Le ſabſect to Bondage, Heb. 2. 14. 15. 
= thought that the Glory of theſe Words was 
den ſo weighty on me, that I was both " 


© — + 
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fub and twice ready to Swoon as I fate; yet not 
with griet and trouble, butwith ſolid joy and 
ace. 
K 17. At this time alſo I fat under the Mi- 
niſtry of holy Mr. Gifford, whoſe Doctrine 
by God's Grace, was much for my Stability. 
This Man made it much his Buſineſs to deli- 
ver the People of God from all thoſe and 
was unſound Teſts, that by Nature we are prone 
on to. He would bid us take ſpecial heed, that 
art, W we took not up any Truth upon truſt; as. ll 
me from this, or that, or any other Man ora 
nd, Men; but cry mightily to God, that he 
oſs, MW would convince us of the Reality thereof, 
ſee, ane ſet us down therein by his own Spirit in 
300M the Holy Word for ſaid he, if you do other- 
d; WM wiſe, when Temptation come, if ſtrongly, 
my you, you not having received them with E- 
er, WF vidence from Heaven, will find you want 
to that help and ſtrength, now to reſiſt, that 
once you thought you had. 74 
re, 118. This was as ſeaſonable to my Soul; as 
ed· the former and latter Rain in their Seaſon; 
ous for 1 had found, and that by ſad Experience 
ren the truth of theſe his Words; (for I had felt 
4% no Man can ſay, eſpecially when, tempted h 
ro' the Devil, that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, but by 
per the Holy Ghoſt.) Wherefore I found ] 
e Soul, through Grace, very apt to drink in 
r this Doctrine, and to incline to pray to God, 
I thatin nothing that pertained to God's Glo- 
ry, and my own eternal Happineſs; he would 
laffer me to be without the . 
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8 the Notion of the Fleſh and Blood, 
the Revelation of God in Heaven; aff 


"$2 Nau abounding * 
thereof from Heaven; for now I ſaw clearh 
there was an exceeding Difference betwi 


fo a great difference betwixt that Fait 

that is feigned and according to Man's W. 

dom, and of that which comes by a Man! 
being born thereto of God, Mat. 16. 1 
I Jom F. I. 


119. But, Oh! now, how was my Sou 


led from Truth to Truth by God! Even fron 
the Birth end Cradle of the Son of God, t 
his Acceſſion, and ſecond coming from Hei 
ven to Judge the World. 
* 120. Truly, I then found, upon this Ac 
count, the Great God was very good nnt 
me; for, to my Remembrance, there wi 
not any thing that then cried unto God, tt 
make known, and reveal unto me, but h 
was pleaſed to do it for me; I mean, not on 
part of the Goſpel of the Lord Jefus, but} 
was orderly led into it: Methought I fay 


with great Evidence, fm the four Evange 


liſts, the wonderful Works of God, in giving 
* Jeſus Chriſt to fave us, from his Conception 
"and Birth, even to his ſecond coming tt 


Judgment: Methought I was as if 1 hag 


een him born, as if I had ſeen him grow u 
has if I had ſeen him walk through this World, 
From the Cradle to the Croſs; to which alſo 
when he came, F faw how ' gently he gave 
himſelf to be hanged, and nailed on it, fo 
my Sins and wicked doing, Alſo as 1 was mit 


— 


e eee 
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auh ing ON this his progreſs that I on 
no 1y Spirit, He was ordained for the Nau 


, 1 P. 1. 12,20 

121. When I have conſidered alſo the 
ruth of his Reſurrection, and have remem - 
red that Word, Touch me not Mary, Oe. 


Grave's-Mouth, for joy that he was riſen a- 
gain, and jhad got the Conqueſt over our 
Idreadful Foes, John 20. 17. 1 have alſo, in 
the Spirit, ſeen him a Man on the right 
Hand of God the Father for me; and have 
Hell ſeen the Manner of his coming from Heaven, 
to Judge the World with Glory, and have 
been confirmed in theſe things by theſe Scrip- 
tures following, Acts 1. 9, Io, and 7. 56. and 10. 
22. _ 24. and 8. 38. Rev. I. 18. 1 Theſe 
oF 
| ; 122. Once I was troubled to know. whe- 


© and God as well as Man; and truly, in thoſe 
Days, let Men ſay what they would, unleſs ! 


ſtood a Lamb. In the midſt of the Throne 


mu 


WI have ſeen; as if he had leaped out of the | 


R 
j 


ther the Lord Jeſus was Man as well asGod, 


| 
N 
<< 


had it with Evidence from Heaven, all was 
nothing to me, 1 counted my ſelf not ' ſet 
down in any Truth of God. Well, I'was 
much troubled about this Point, #nd*coutd 
not tell how to be reſolved; at laſt, that in 

Rev. 5. came into my Mind, And I beheld, 
and lo, in the midit of the Throne, and. of the 

four Beaſts, and inthe midit of the Elders, | 


thought I, there is the God-head; in the midſt 
of the Elders, there is his Man-hood : But, 
ol Oh | methought this did gliſter! It was a 
—þ | goody 


| 
l 
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goodly touch, and gave me ſweet Satisfactio 
That other Scipture alſo did help me muchiy 


this, To us a Child is born, to us a Son is given 05 
and the Government ſhall be upon his Shoulder Hu- 
And his Name ſhall be called Wonderful, Coun, .-: 
ſelbor,, the mighty God, the everlaſting Father Nu 
the Prince of Peace, (4c. Iſa. g. 6, x 
123. Alſo beſides theſe Teachings of God, ., 
in his Word, the Lord made uſe of two thing. 
to confirm me in this Truth; the one WM 
the Errors of the Quakers; and the other wa Lig 
the Guilt of Sin; for as the Quakers did op .; 
poſe the Truth, fo God did the more Con. 
rm me in it; by leading me into the Scrip Sin 
ture that did wonderfully maintain it. . 
124. The Errors that this People then; 
_ ,mnitained, were, oe 
I. That the Holy Scriptures were not ther. 
Word of God. ö un. 


2. That every Man in the World had the 
Spirit of Chriſt, Grace, Faith, Cc. tel 
3. That Chriſt Jeſus, as Cruched, and DyMa, 
ing Sixteen Hundred Years ago, did not fatisf dic 
- Divine Juitice for the Sins of the People. W 
4. That Chriſt's Fleſh and Blood was with; Hun 
in the Saints. my 264 
J. That the Bodies of the Good and Bad m. 
that are buried in the Church- yard, ſhall not hi. 


ariſe again. bY | 18 
6. That the Reſurrection is paſt with good 
1 4 pl, Men already. | ur 


F. That that Man Teſus, that was Crucified 
between two Thieves, on Mount: Cai 


erm 
81 
eee 


- 


— 
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n the Land of Canaan, by Jeruſalem, was 
ot Aſcended above the Starry Heavens. 

zen 8. That he ſhould not, even the fame Je- 
dle us that died by th Hand of the Jews, come: 
enim at the laſt Day; and as Man, Judge all 
then tions, Cc. | 

125. Many more vileand abominable things 
Jodvere in thoſe Days fomented by them, by 
ung hich I was driven to a more narrow Search 
Wapt the Scriptures, and was, through their 
Wall icht and Teſtimony , not only enlight- 
OPWed, but greatly confirmed and comforted 
00 Win the Truth; And as I faid,. the guilt of 
HY WSin did help me much; for {till as that would 
| ome upon me, the Blood of Chriſt did take 
hen: off again, and again, and again; and that 
the 


+610 


Chin 


— 


too ſweetly according to the Scripture. O 
Friends! cry to God to reveal Jeſus Chriſt 
unto you; there is none teacheth like him. 

the 126. It would be too long here to ſtay, to 
tell you in particular, how God did ſet me 
down in all the things of Chriſt, and how he 
did that he might do fo, lead me- into- his 
t Words; yea. and alſo how he did open them 
tur unto me, and make them ſhine before me 
and cauſe them to dwell with me, talk with 
me, and comfort me over and over, both of 
ot his own being, and the being of his Son, and 
0a Spirit, and Word, and Goſpel. 
127. Only this, as I aid before, I will ſay 
400 fo you again, that in General, he was plea- 
OY bed to take this Courſe with me; Firſt, to 
co ſuffer me to be afflited with Temptati- 
Ons. 
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ons concerning them, and then reveal the ore 


Chriſt. 


ed with Thorns, whoſe Face was ſpit on, a 
Body broken, and Soul made an Offering td 
my Sins: For whereas before I lay continualh 


could not, when I looked back, ſcarce di 
cern it: And, Oh! thought I, that I wen 


| who had writ fome hundreds of Years be 


to me: As ſometimes I ſhould lie under gre 


-Guilt for Sin, even cruſhed to the Grou e 
'therewith; and then the Lord would ſhe 
me the Death of Chriſt; yea ſo ſprinkle n 


Conſcience with his Blood, that I ſhould fine, 
and that before I was aware, that in thi © 


Conſcience, where but juſt now did reg 
and rage the Law, even there would reſt an 


un 
ahide the Peace and Love of God, throu 1 1 

128. Now I had an Evidence, as I thous 
of my Salvation from Heaven, with manff 
golden Seals thereon, all hanging in my Sigh 
Now could I remember this Manifeſtation 
and the other diſcovery of Grace, with Co 
fort; and ſhould often long and defire thi 
the laſt Day were come, that might be fo 
ever inflamed with the Sight, and Joy, an.” 
Communion within, whoſe Head was crow! 


trembling at the Mouth of Hell, now me 
thought I was got fo far therefrom, that! 


fourſcore Years old now, that I might di 
quickly, that my Soul might be gone to reſt. 

129. But before I had got thus far out o 
theſe my Temptations, I did greatly long tt 
Tee ſome ancient godly Man's Experience, 


fore 
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there I was born; for, for thoſe who had writ 
g our Days, I thought (but I defire them 


rom to pardon me) that they had.writ only. 5 
hit which others felt; or elſe had, throu 
h» ſtrength of their Wits and Parts, ſtudied 
0 aner ſuch Objectious, as they perceived 
fthers were perplexed with, without going 
rei vn themſelves into the Leep. Well, after 
Wn. ſuch longings in my Mind, the God, 
In whoſe Hands are all our Days and Ways, 
id caſt into my Hand (one Day) a Book of 
artin Luther; it was his Comment on the 


Nr in Luther > | 
nant <l4ti 9's; it alſo was fo old, that it was ready 
iohl o fall piece from piece if did but turn it 


tinbver. Now I was pleaſed much, that ſuch an 
ond Book had fallen into my Hands; the which, 
vhen 1 had but a little Way peruſed, I found 
my Condition in his Experience, 10 largely 
an&Þ0d profoundly handled, as if his Book had 
un bdeen written out of my Heart. This made 
me marvel; for thus, thought I, this Man 
could not know any thing of the State of 
WChriſtians now, but muſt needs write and 
mel ſpeak the Experience of former Days. 
at 130. Beſides, he doth moſt gravely alſo in 
that Book, debate of the Riſe of theſe Temp- 
tations, namely, Blaſphemy, Deſperation 
and the like; ſhewing that the Law of Maoſes 
as well as the Devil, Death, and Hell, hath 
a very great Hand therein: The which at firſt, 
was very ſtrange to me; but conſidering and 
watching, I found it fo indeed. But of Par- 
ticulars here, I intend nothing; only this: 
methinks 
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prefer this Book of Martin Luther upon til” 2 
- Galatians (excepting the Holy Bible) befor N þ 
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great Love was but little; and that I, wh 
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methinks I muſt let fall before all Men, 1 dt ſo 


all the Books that ever I have ſeen, as mol 
fit for a wounded Conſcience. 4 

131. And now I found, as I thought, tu. 
L loved Chriſt dearly : Oh! methoughts m 
Soul cleaved unto him, my Affections cleave 
unto him: I felt Love to him as hot as Fir. 
and now, as Fob ſaid, I thought I ſhould du. 
in my Neſt; but I did quickly find, that my 


had, as I thought, ſuch burning Love to Jeſuffi 
Chriſt, could let him go again for a very Tri 
fle, God can tell how to abaſe us, and cat 
hide Pride from Man. Quickly after this m 
Love was tried to purpoſe. 
I 32. For after the Lord had, in this man 
ner, thus graciouſly delivered me from thy 
eat and ſore Temptation, and had ſet m 
own ſo ſweetly in the Faith of his holy Gok 
pel, and had given me ſuch ſtrong Conſolati 
On, and bleſſed Evidence from Heaven, touch 
ing my Intereſt in his Love through Chriſt; 
the Tempter come upon me-again, and that 
with a more grievous and dreadful Temptz 
tion than before. | 
133. And that was, To ſell and part with 
this mot bleſſed Christ, to exchange him fa 
the things of this Life, for any thing. The 
Temptation lay upon me for the ſpace of an 
Year, and did follow me lo continually, that 
I was not rid of it one Day in a Month; * 
e no 
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pt ſometime one Hour in many Days toge- 
er, unleſs when I was alleep. : 

134. And though, in my Judgement, I was 
W-r(vaded, that thoſe who were once effectu- 
Wiy ia Chriſt, (as J hoped, through his Grace, 


er; (For the Land ſhall not be ſold for ever, 
the Land is mine, aith God, Lev. 25. 23. 
et it was a continual Vexation to me, to 
ink that I ſhould have ſo much as one ſuch 
T bought within me againſt a Chriſt, a Jeſus, ! 
dat had done for me as he had done; and 
t then I had almoſt none others, but ſuch 
Waſphemous ories. a 


* 135. But it was neither my diſlike of the 
- {ought 3 nor yet any deſire and endeavour to 


fiſt it, that in the leaſt did ſhake or abate 
e continuation, or force and ſtrength there- 
WW; for it did always, in almoſt whatever I 
Wouzht, intermixt it ſelf therewith, in ſuch 
t, that I could neither eat my Food, ftoop 
Pra Pin, chop a Stick, or caſt mine Eye to 
Wok on this or that, but ſtill the Temptation 
ou!d come, Sell Chris. for this, or ſell Chris 
that; ſell him, fell him. 
136. Sometimes it would run in my 


have been forced to ſtand as continually 


no wught might ariſe in my Heart, that might 


not conſent 


had ſeen my ſelf) could never loſe him for 


oughts, not ſo little as a hundred times to- 
ther, Sell him, ſell. him, ſell him: Againſt 
nich, I may fay, for whole Hours together, 


aning and forcing my Spirit againſt it, let 
that pl, before J were aware, ſome wicked 


<x 
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conſent thereto; and ſometime, the Temptg 
would make me believe I had conſented 
it, but then ſhould 1 be, as tortured upon 
Rack, for whole Days together. J 

137. This Temptatin did put me to ſud 
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S8 cares, leſt I ſhould at ſometimes, I fay,conſn; 

lg: [ 4 2 92 tio 

= thereto, and be overcome therewith, that H, 
= the very force of my Mind, in labouring In. 


19 ——— 
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gainſay and reſiſt this Wickedneſs, my ver 
Body would be put into Action or Motio 


— 2 ' 
— by > 3 
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wr by way of puſhing or thruſting with m 
* Hands or Elbows; ftill anſwering, as faſt Mil 
i bh the Deſtroyer ſaid, Sell him; I will not, In B 
* not, I will not; no, not for thouſands, thouſand, | 
= thouſands of Worlds: Thus reckoning, left Wy. 
wr: ſhould, in the midſt of theſe Aſſaults, ſet tut! 

low a Value of him, even until I ſcarce we 
| knew where I was, or how to be compoſe 7. 
Again. WI 


138. At theſe Seaſons he would not let m 
eat my Food at quiet; but, forſooth, when 
was ſet at the Table at any Meat, I muſt g 
hence to pray; I muſt leave my Food now,ant 


juſt now, ſo counterfeit Holy alſo would Ic 
Devil be. When 1 was thus tempted, I ſhoulWhy, 
lay in my ſelf, Now I am at Meat, let me mali w. 
an end. No, ſaid he, you mut do it now, Wer: 
you will diſpleaſe God, and deſpiſe Christ. her 4 
fore I was much afflicted with theſe thing hon 
and becauſe of the Sinfulneſs of my Natu.. 
Gmagining that theſe were impulſes from Go 
1 ſhonld deny to do it, as if I denied GodWe; 


and then ſhould I not be as guilty, beruf 
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not obey a Temptation of the Devil, as 
Pte] had broken the Law of God indeed. 

d zo. But to be brief, one Morning as 1 
on Wi lic in my Bed, I was, as at other times, 
pſt fiercely aflauted with this Temptation, 
ſell and part with Christ; the wicked Sug- 
tion ſtill running in my Mind, Sell hm, ſelf 
1, ſell him, ſell him, fell him, as faſt as a 
Win could ſpeak: Againſt which alſo, in my 
VetWind, as at other times, I anſwered, No, zo, 
for thouſands, thouſands, thouſands, at leaſt 
ung enty times together: But at laſt, after 
ch ſtriving, even until I was almoſt out 
Breath, I felt this Thought paſs through 
ana, Heart, Ler him go, i he will; and 1 
ought allo, that I felt my Heart freely con- 
t tat thereto. Oh, the Diligence of Satan! 
, the Deſperateneſs of Man's Heart! 
140. Now was the Battle won, and 
wn fell I, as a Bird that is ſhot from the 


ſuc! 
tent 


t ml P of a Tree, into great Guilt, and fearful 
hen pair. Thus getting out of my Bed, I went 


ping into the Field ; but God knows, with 
eavy an heart as mortal Man, 1 think, 
uld bear; where for the ſpace of two 
10USDurs,l was like a Man bereft of Life, and, as 
ma w, paſt all recovery, and bound over to 


v, S&rnal Puniſhment. 8 
hen 141. And withal, that Scripture did ſiene 


Aneion my Soul, Or prophane Perſon, as Eau, 


aug for one morſel of Meat, fold his Birth- 
El) : For ye know, how that afterwards, 
ebe would have inheritad aht Bleſſing be 

| fs was 
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was rejected; for he - qa no place of Rey 
tanc, though he ſought it carefully with Tea 
Heb. 12. 16, 17. | 
142. Now was Jas one bound, I felt m 
ſelf ſhut up unto the Judgment to come 
nothing now, for two Years together, wou 
abide with me, but Damnation, and an Et 
ation of Damnation: I ſay, nothing non 
. would abide with me but this, ſave ſony 
BY few Moments for Relief, as in the Sequil 
5 you will ſee. 
143. Theſe Words were to my Soul, lik 
„ Fetters of Braſs to my Legs, in the continu 
WT found of which, I went for ſeveral Month 
together. But about ten oreleven a Clock a 
that Day, as I was walking under an Hedg 
Wer (full of Sorrow and Guilt, God knows) an 
WE bemoaning my ſelf from this hard hap, tha 
WE fichra Thought ſhould ariſe within me, fut 
dileenly this Sentence ruſhed in upon me. Th 
Blood of Chriſt remits all Guilt. At this I mad 
gaſtand in my Spirit: With that, this Won 
took hold upon me, The Blood of Feſus Cm 
| 4 e omn Son, cleanſed us from all Sin, 1 Joht 
"hoy . Now I began to conceive Peace in m 
Soul, and methought I faw, as it the Tem 
ter did leer and ſteal away from me, as bein 
aſhamed of what he had done. At the fam 
time alſo Ihad my Sin, and the Bſood dl 
Chriſt, thus repreſented to me, that my S 
when compared to the Blood of Chriſt, wa 
no more to it, than this little Clod or 95 
Wo 7 0 


to 
ere 


* 
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fore me, is to this vaſt and wide Field that 
ere | ſee. This gave me good Encourage- 
ent for the ſpace of two or three Hours; 
which time alſo, methought I ſaw, by 
aith, the Son of God, as ſuffering for my 


7 


oulW:n5 : But becauſe it tarried not, I therefore 
EY.nk in my Spirit, under exceeding Guilt 
nogeiin, 

om 145. But chiefly by the aforementioned 


ripture concerning Eſau's ſelling of his 
irth-right.; for that Scripture would lie all 
iy long in my Mind, and hold me down, 
that | conld by no means lift up my ſelf; 
r when I would ſtrive to turn to this Scri- 
ture, or that, for relief, {till that Sentence 
A o011d be ſounding in me; For ye know bows 
hat afterwards, when he would have inherited 
be Bleſſing, he found no Place of Repentance, 
org) he ſought it carefully with Tears. 
146. Sometimes, indeed, I ſhould have a 


mad ich from that in Luke 22. 31. 1 have 
Von zyed for thee that thy Faith fail not; but it 
Con ould not abide upon me; neither could } 
Joh deed, when 1 conſidered my State, fing 


ound to conceive in the leaft, that there 
ould be the root of that Grace in me, ha- 
ng tinned as I had done. Now was I tare 
d rent in an heavy Cake, for many Days 
W:cther. | 


od A 147. Then began 1 with fad and careful | 
y Sin eart, to confider of the Nature and Large- 
2 "IF of my Sin, and to ſearch into the Word 


Gpd, if I could in 1 Place eſpy « Word 4 


— 
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of Promiſe, or any encouraging Sentence, Wo 
which I might take Relief. Wherefore I be any 
gan to conſider that of Mart z. All mama but 
11S of Sins and Blaſphemies ſhall be forgiven uniWh10 
de Sons of Men, wherewith ſorver they ſhalli a: 
4 Blaſpheme. Which Place, methought, at Tra 
Bluſh, did contain a large and glorions Proto 
mile, for the Pardon of high Offences ; bu 1 
conſidering the Place more fully, I thought Mair 
was rather to be underſtood, as relating mot tim 
chiefly to thoſe who had, while in a natuMcon 
ral Eſtate, committed ſuch things as then 
are mentioned; but not to me, Who had notffa: 
only received Light and Mercy, but that hat 
both after, and alſo contrary to that, ſo ſlight 
Chriſt as I had done. 99 
148. I feared therefore that this wicked Sin 
of mine, might be that Sin unpardonable, « 
which he there thus ſpeaketh. But he tha 


that "ſhall Blaſpheme againgg the Holy GhojWvit! 

bath never forgrvencſs, but in danger of Eternal: 
Damnation, Mark 2. And I did the rathefſW 1 

= give Credit to this, becauſe of that Sentencing 
nia the Hebrems, For you know how that after@$vit! 
vwd, when he would have inherited the Bft 
, be was rejected; for he found no pon 
_ of Kepentancc, though he ſought it careful. 


with Tears. And this ſtruck always wil 
Mme. Pe, | 2 2 
* 149. And now was I both a Burthen Ad 
Terror to my ſelf; nor did J ever ſo knowl 
now, what it was to be weary of my Ll 
= and yet afraid to dis. Oh, how gladly" nd 
— N * woul 


— 
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by would 1 have been any body but my felf ; . 
ben thing but a Man! and in any Condition 
but my own! for there was nothing did pals 
more frequently over my Mind, thin that it 


balfflwas impoſſible for me to be forgiven my 
it :fMTranſereſſion, and to be faved from Wratfe 
ro to come. 


150. And now began I to labour to call a- 
gain Time that was paſt; wiſhinga Thouſand 
times twice told, that the Day was yet tg 
come, When I ſhould be tempted to ſuch a- 
Sin! concluding with great Indignation, both 
azainſt my Heart, and all Aſſaults, hew I 
would rather have been.torn in Pieces, than 
found a conſenter thereto. But, alas / theſe 
houghts, and Wiſhings, and Reſolvings 


| Snfiivere now too late to help me; this Thought 1 
; Mad paſſed my Heart, God hath let me go, * 
hand 1 am fallen. Oh! thought I, that it was 15 
or me, as in Mont his pat, as in the Days I 
nig, God preſerved me] Job 29, 2+ ©: -* 77 if 
the 157. Then again, being loath and unwil- = 
ending to Periſh, I began- to compare my Six nl 
fre Wo ith others, to ſee if I could find that any = 
Bl! thoſe that were ſaved, had done as I had 1 
lone. So I conſidered David's Adultery, 13 
ad Murther, and found them moſt heinous - - a 
Mrimes; and thoſe too committed after Light ail 
ad Grace received: But yet by confidering, 
ad hat his Tranſgreſſions were only: ſuch as a 
WeF"cre againſt the Law of Moſes; from which ol 


he Lord Chriſt could, with the conſęnt of 
5 Word, deliver him: But mine wasagaiuft 
D222 " Golpel5 
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_ Goſpel; yea, againſt the Mediator thereof: 
* F had fold my Saviour. | 
152. Now again ſhould J be as if racked 
upon the Wheel, when I conſidered, that, 
beſides the Guilt that poſſeſſed me, I ſhould 
be ſo void of Grace, ſo bewitched. What, 
thought I, muſt it be no Sin but this? Muſt 


it needs be the great Tranſgreſſion? Plalm 19. 


I3. Mult that wicked one touch my Soul? 

1 John 5.18. Oh, what Sting did I find in 

all theſe Sentences ! | 
153. What thought J, is there but one Sin 


that is unpardonable ? But one Sin that lay-(f 
oul without the reach of God) 


eth the 
Mercy; and muſt I be guilty of that? Muſt 
it needs be that? Is there but one Sin among 
ſo many Millions of Sins, for which ther: 
is no forgiveneſs; and muſt I commit this! 
Oh, unhappy Sin ! Oh nnhappy Man ! Thek 
things would ſo break and confound my Spi. 
rit, that 1 could not tell what to do; | 
thought, at times, they would have - brok 
my Wits; and ftill, to aggravate my Miſexy, 
that would run in my Mind, Tou know hon 
that afterwards, when he would have inherit 
the Bleſſing, he was rejected. Oh! none knon 
the Terrors of thoſe Days but my ſelf. 

154. After this I began to conſider of 7: 
ters Sin, Which he committed in denying hi 
[Maſter : And indeed, this came nigheſt i 
mine, of any that I could find, for he hat 
denied his Saviour, as I, after Light and Mer 
cy received; yea, and that too, after Wart 


- 
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ing given him. I alſo conſidered, that he did 


it once and twice; and that, after time to 
conſider betwixt. But though I put all theſe 
Circumſtances together, that, if poſſible, I 
might find help, yet I conſidered again, that 
his was bat a Denial of his Maſter, but mine 
was, 4 Selling of my Sieur. Wherefore ! 
thought with my ſelf, that 1 came nearer to 


Judas, than either to David or Peter. 


155. Here again my Torment would flame 
out and afflict me; yea, it would grind me, 
as it were to Powder, to conſider. the Preſer- 


vation of God towards others, while I fell 
| into the Snare; for in my thus confidering 


of other Men's Sins, and comparing of them 
with mine own, I could colder ſee, God 
preſerved them, notwithitanding their Wick- 
elneſs, and would not let them, as he had 
let me, become a Son of Perdition. 

156. But Oh, how did my Soul at this 
time prize the Preſervation that God did ſet 
about his People! Ah, how ſafely did I ſee 
them walk, whom God had hedged in! They 
were within his Care, Protection and ſpecial 
Providence: Thougi they were full as bad as 
I, by Nature; yet becauſe he loved them, he 
would not ſuffer them to fall without the 
Range of Mercy: But as for me, I was gone; 
| had done it; he would not preſerve me, 
nor keep me; but ſuffered ms, becauſe I was 
a Reprobate, to fall as I had done. Now did 
thoſe bleſſed Places, that ſpeak of God's 
keeping his People, ſhine like the Sun before 
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me though not to comfort me, yet to ſhew ms 
the bleſſed State and Heritage of thoſe whom 
the Lord had bleſſed. | 

157. Now I faw, that as God had his Hand] 
in all Providznces and Diſpenſations that 6-1" 
vertook his Elect; ſo he had his Hand in all! | 
the Temptations that they had to fin againſt}: 
him; not to animate them to Wickedneß, ſt: 
but to chaſe their Temptations and Troublez ©! 
tor them; and alſo to leave them, for a time © 
to ſuch things only that might not deſtroy, i i 
but humble them; as might not put them m 
beyond; but lay them in the Way of the re-. be 
newing his Mercy. But Oh, what Love, be 
what Care, what Kindneſs and Mercy did 
now ſee, mixing it ſelf with the molt ſevere li 
and dreadful of all God's Ways to his People! > 
He would let David, Hezekiah, Solomon, Pe 
Peter, and others fall, but he would not let & 
them fall into Sin unpardonable, nor into 
Hell for Sin. On! thought I, theſe be the h. 
Men that God hath loved; theſe be the Men 1! 
that God, though he ch:ſiſeth them, keeps ||| ſt 
them in Safety by him; and them whom he 
makes to abide under the Shadow of the Al-W n 
mighty. But all the& Thoughts added Sor: 
row, Grief and Horror to me, as whatever 
I now thought on, it was Killing to me. I. 
I thought how God kept his own, that was 
Killing to me; if I thought of how I was © 
fallen my ſelf, that was killing to me. As all 
things wrought together for the beſt, and to 
do good to them that were the called, 2 b 
LEG | ing 
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ding to his Purpoſe ;, ſo I thought that all things 
hom wrought for Damage, and for my eternal O- 
verthrow. 

land 158, Then again I began to compare my 
t cin with the Sin of Judas, that, if poſſible, 
al might find if mine differed from that 
unſt which, in truth, is unpardonable : And, Oh! 
ne thouzht I, if it ſhould differ from it, though 
lblesfÞ but the breadth of an Hair, what an happy 
time! Condition is my Soul in, and by conſidering, 
roy, | | ound that Judas did this intentionally, but 
hem mine was againſt my Prayer and Strivings; 
re- befides his was committed with much Deli- 
ove, beration, but mine is a fearful Hurry, on a 
ia anden; all this while J was toſſed to and fro, 
vere like the Locuſt, and driven from Trouble to 
ple! Sorrow ; hearing always the found of Eſau's 
nom Fall in mine Ears, and of the dreadful Con- 
Tet ſequences thereof. 

into 159. Yet this Conſideration” about. Judas 
the his Sin was, for a while, ſome little relief to 
Hen me; for I ſaw I had not, as to the Circum- 
eps | ſtances, tranſgreſſed fo fully as he. But this 


hes quickly gone again, for I thought with 
Al-B ſelf, there might be more Ways than one 
50 r- / commit this unpardonable Sin; alſo I 
wer F/ihought that there might be degrees of that, 


as well as of other Tranſgreſſions; where- 
tore, for ought I yet could perceive, this Ini- 
was I quity of mine might be ſuch, as might never 
dall be paſſed by. 
| to 60. I was often now aſhamed, that I ſhould 
be like ſuch an ugly Man as Judas: 1 Rong | 
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alſo how loathfome I ſhould be unto all the 
Saints in the Day of Judgment: Inſomuch 
That now 1 could ſcarce ſee a good Man, that 
] believed had a good Conſcience, but I ſhould 
teel my Heart tremble at him, while I Was in 
his Preſence. On! now I ſaw a Glory in 
walking with God, and what a Mercy it was 
to have a good Conſcience before him. | 

161. } wasmuch about that time tempted to v 
Contempt my ſelf, by receiving ſome falſe ¶ jc“ 
Opinion; as that there ſhould be no ſuch I dr 
thing as a Day of Judgment, that we ſhould I c:5 
not rile again, and that Sin was no inch grie- Sp 
vous thing; The Tempter ſuggeſting thus, Fr 
F theſe things ſhould indeed be true, yet to be 0. 
licae otherwiſe, would wild you cafe for the I "+ 
prefent. I, you mut periſh; never torment . 
your ſelf fo much before hand; drive the "i 
Thoughts of Dazming out of your Mind, y 
poſſeſſeng your Aſind with forme ſuch Conclu- WO! 
ſions, that Atheiſis and Ranters uſe to lep 
thempelves wit hal. 10 

162. But, Oh! when ſuch Thoughts have Þ'- 
led through my Heart, how, as it were, with 
in a ſtep, hath Death and Judgment been in . 
my View ! Methouzht the Judge ſtood at the II 
Door, I was as if J come already; fo that {'” 
ſuch things could hive no Entertainment. But A 
methink, I ſee by this, that Satan will we {W* 
any Means, to keep the Soul from Chriſt; W/ 
he loveth not an awakened frame of Spirit; 
Security, Blindneſs, Darkneſs and Error, is 
the very Kingdo: a and Habitation of the Wick. 
ed One, 163, [ 
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163. J found it a hard Work now to pray 


to God, becauſe Deſpair Was ſwallowing me 


up; I thoughtI was as with a Tempeſt; driven 
away from God, for always when I cried to 
God for Mercy, this would come in, *Tzs tos 
late, 1 am lost, God hath let me fall; not to 
ny Correction, but my Condemnation : My Sin 
g unpardonable; and I know, concerning Eſau; 
Low that after he had ſold his Birthrright, he 
mould have received the Bleſſing, but was re- 
ictcd, About this time I did light on that 
dreadful Story of that miſerable Mortal Fan- 
ie Spira; a Book that was to my troubled 


.Þ Spirit, as Salt, when rubbed into a freſh 
Wound; every Sentence in that Book, every 


Groan of that Man, with all the reſt of his 
\&tions in his Dolours, as his Tears, his 
Prayers, his gnaſhing of Teeth, his wring- 
ing of Hands, his twiſting, and languiſhing, 
and pining away under that mighty Hand 


of God that was -_ him, was as Knives, 


4 Daggers in my Soul; eſpecially that Sen- 

tence of his was frigtful to me, Man knows 

the beginning of Sin, but who bounds the Iſſues 
0 8 5 


thereof? Then would the former Sentence, 


as the Concluſion of all, fall like an hot 
Thunderbolt again upon my Conſcience, 
'or you know how that afterwards, when he 
would have inherited the Bleſſing, he was re- 
ected for he found no place of Repemtance, 
though he ſought it carefully with Tears. 

164. Then ſhould I be ſtruck into a very 
great Trembling, inſomuch that at fome- 
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Times I could, for whole Days together; feel 


my very Body, as well as my Mind, to ſhake 


and totter under the ſenſe of this dreadful 
Judgment of God, that ſhould fall on thoſe 
that have ſinned that moſt fearful and unpar- 
donable Sin. I felt alfo ſuch a clogging and 
heat at my Stomach, by reaſon of this my 
Terror, that I was, eſpecially at ſometimes 
as if my Breaſt-bone would ſplit aſunder; 
then I thought concerning that of Judas, 
who by his falling headlong burst aſunder, and 
all his Bomels puſhed cut, Acts 1. 

165. I feared alſo that this was the Mark 


that God did ſet on Cain, even continual Fear 


and Trembling, under the heavy Load of 
Guilt, that he had charged on him for the 
Blood of his Brother Abel. Thus did I wind, 
and twine, and ſhrink, under the Burthen 
that was upon me; which Burthen allo did 
fo oppreſs me, that I could neither ſtand nor 
go, nor lie, either at reſt or quiet. 

166. Yet that Saying would ſometimes 
come to Mind, He hath received Gifts for the 
Rebellicas, PC). 68. 18. The R:beli;rrrs,thought 
15 Why, ſurely they are fnch as once were un- 
der Subjection to their Prince, even thoſe who 
after they have {worn 'Suhiettion to his Odo 
yernment, have taken up Arms againlt him; 
and this, thought I, is my very Condition: 
{ once loved him, feared him, ferv-d him; 
but now lam a Rebel; I have {old him,! 
have ſaid, Let him go if he will; but yet he 
has Gifts tor Rebels, and theg why not Fr 
2 f - n 4 ; a Bs 1 
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el 167. This ſometimes I thought on, and 
ke MW ſhould labour to take hold thereof, that ſome 
fal though ſmall Refreſhment, might have been [nt 
of N conceived by me; but in this alſo I miſſed of 4M 
ar. my Deſire, I was driven with Force beyond g 
nd Nit, 1 was like a Man going to Execution, even 
my by that Place where he would fain creep in 
nes and hide himſelf, but may not. 
er; 168. Again, after I had thus conſidered the 
Jas, ins of the Saints in particular, and found 
and Nine went beyond them, then. I began to 
think with my ſelf, {et the Caſe I ſhould put 
ark NV :h:ir5 together, and mine alone againſt 
tear mem, might I not then find Encouragement? . 
of For if ze, though bigger than any one, yet 
the N {10111 d be but equal to all, then there is hopes; 
ind for that Blood that hath Virtue enough in it 
then to wth away all theirs, hath Virtue enoug 
didi it to waſh away mine, though this one be 1 
not fall as big, if not bigger than all theirs. Here 
1gatn, I ſhould confider the Sin of David, of 4 
mes 5/0152, of Manaſſeh, of Peter, and the reit- 
the ol the great Offenders; and ſhould alſo labour, 
lit I might with fairneſs, to aggravate and 
heiehten their Sins by ſeveral Circumſtances. 


— 
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169. I thould think with my ſelf that Da- 
de Thed Blood to cover his Adultery, and that 
by the Sword of the Children of Ammon; a. 
Work that could not be done, but by Con- 
trivance, Which was a great Aggravation to 
his Sin, But then this would turn upon me: 
\h but theſe were but Sins againſt the Law, 
om which there was a Jeſus fent-to fave 
| _ "nas 


74 Grace abounding 
them; but yours is a Sin againſt the Saviour, iſ c 
and who ſhall fave you from that? 

170. Then I thought on Solomon, and how 
he ſinned in loving Strange Women, in fal 
ling away to their Idols, in building them 
Temples, in doing this after Light, in hi 
Old Age, after great Mercy received: But 
the ſame Concluſion that cut me off in the 
former Conſideration, cut me off as to this; 
namely, that all thoſe were but Sins againſt 
tne Law for which God had provided a Re. 
medy ; but I had fold my Saviour, and ther: 
remained no more Sacrifice for Sin. 

171. I would then add to theſe Men's Sing 
the Sins of Alanaſſeh! how that he built Al 
tars for Idols in the Houſe of the Lord; be 
alfo obſerved Times, uſed Inchantments, had 
to do with Wizzards, was a Wizzard, had hi 
. Famitiar Spirits, burned his Children in the] 
Fire in Sacrifice to Devils, and made the Streets | 
of Jeruſalem ran down with the Blood of Inf - 
nocents. Thſe thought I, are great Sins, Sis, 
of a bloody Colour, but yet it would tum 
again upon me. They are none of them of t 
Nature of yours \ you have parted with Jeu], 
you have fold your Savicur. 

172. This one Confideration would always 
Kill my Heart, iy du was point blank agi 
my Saviour; and that too, at that height) 
that I had in mv Heart ſaid of him, Let hin 
20 f, le mill. Oh; methougnhts, this Sin wa 
bigzer then the fins of a Country, of a King 
dom, or of the whole World, uo one mat 

donable, 
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donable, ndr a of them together, was able 


to equal mine; mine outwent them every 
one. wo 

173. Now I ſhould find my Mind to flee 
from God, as from the Face of a dreadfat 
Judge; yet this was my Torment, I could 
not eſcape his Hand: (It xs a fearful thing to 


fall into the Hands of the Living God, Hob. 10.) 


But, bleſſed be his Grace, that Scripture, in 
theſe flying Fits, would call, as running af- 
ter me, 1 have blotted out, as a thick Cloud, thy 
Lanſgreſſions; and as a Cloud, thy Sins: Re- 
turn unto me, for I have redeemed thee, Ila. 
44. 22. This, I Hy, would come in upon my 
Mind, when I was fleeing from the Face of 
God; for I] did flee from his Face, that is, 
mo Mind and Spirit fled before him ; by rea- 
en of his Highneſs, I could not endure: 
Then would the Text cry, Return unto me 
it would cry alond with a very great Voice, 
Return unto me, for I have redeemed thee. In- 
deed, this would make me make a little ſtop, 
ard, as it were, look over my Shoulder behind 
me, to ke if I could diſcern that the God of 
Grace did follow me with a Pardon in his 
Hand, but I could no ſooner do that, but all 
01d be clouded and darkned again by that 
Sentence, For you know, how that afterwards, 
men he would have inherited the Bleſſing, he 
tound io place of Repentance, though be ſought 
it careful with Tears. Wherefore 1 could 
not refrain, but fled, though at ſometimes it 
cried, Return, return às it did hollow after 
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me: But I feared to cloſe in therewith, leſt 
it ſhould not come from God; for that other, 
as I faid was ſtill founding in my Conſcience, 
For you know that afterward, when he would 
have inherited the Bleſſing he was rejected, &c. 

174. Once as I was walking to and fro in 
a good Man's Shop, bemoaning of my ſelf in 
my ſad and doleful State, afflifting my ſelf 
with Self- abhorrence for this wicked and un- 
godly Thought ; lamenting alſo this hard 
Hap of mine, for that I ſhould commit ſo 
great a Sin, greatly fearing I ſhould not be 
pardoned; praving alſo in my Heart, that if 
this Sin of mine did differ from that againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt the Lord would ſhew it me. 
And being now ready to fink with Fear, ſud- 
denly there was, as if there had ruſhed in at 
the Window, the Noiſe of Wind upon me, 
bat very pleaſant, and-as if I heard a Voice 
ſpeaking, Dido over rcfiſe to be juſtified by the 
Blood of Christ? And withal my Whole Lite 
of Profeſſion paſt, was in a Moment opened 
to me, wherein ] was made to ice, that de- 
ſignedly I had not So my Heart anſwered 


groaningly, No. Then fell, with Power, that 


Word of God upon me, See that ye rejufe not 
him that ſpeateth, Heb. 12. 25. This made 


a ſtrange Seizure upon my Spirit, it brought 


Light with it, and commanded a Silence in 


my Heart, of all thoſe tumultuous Thoughts, 


that before did uſe, like Maſterlæſs Heli-hounds, 
to Roar and Bellow, and make an hideous 


Neiſe within me. It ſhewed me allo that 


Jeius 


eſt 


er, 
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ſeſus Chriſt had yet a Word of Grace and 


Mercy for me, that he had not, as I had 


exred, quite forſaken and caſt off my Soul; 
ven, this wasa kind of Check for my prone- 
nels to Deſperation 5 a kind of threatening 
of me, if 1 did notwithſtanding my Sins, and 
the heinouſneſs of them, venture my Salva- 
tion upon the Son of God, But as to my 
determining about this ſtrange Diſpenſation, 
what it was, I know not; or from whence 
it came, I know not; I have not yet in 
twenty Years time to make a Judgment of 
it, I thought then here what I ſhould be loath 
% ſpeak. But verily that ſudden raſhing Wind 


| was, as if an Angel had come upon me, but 


th it, and the Salvation, I will leave until 
the Day of Judgment; only this I ſay, it 
commanded a great Calm in my Soul, it per- 
ſyaded me there might be Hope: It ſhewed 
me as ] thought, what the Sin unpardonable 
was, and that my Soul had yet the bleſſed 
Privitedge to flee to Jeſtis Chriſt for Mercy. 
But J fay, concerning this Diſpenſation 3,4 
know not what yet to ſay unto ith which 
was allo, in Truth, the Cauſe, that at firſt 


did not ſpeak of it in the Book; 1 do now : 


alſo leave it to be thought on by Men of found 
Judgment. I lay not the ſtreſs of my Salva- 
tion thereupon, but upon the Lord Jeſus, in 


tie Promiſe; yet ſeeing I am here unfolding 
of my ſecret things, I thonght it might not 
be altogether inexpedient to let this alſo ſhew 


it &1f, though I cannot now relate the Matter 
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78 Grace abounding 
as there I did experience it. This laſted i 
the Savour of it, for about three or four 
Days, and then I began to Miſtruſt, and 90 
Deſpair again. Pr 
175. Wherefore ſtill my Life hung in doubt I 5:; 
before me, not knowing which Way I ſhould ca. 
tip, only this I found my Soul deſire, even to f 
Calt it (elf at the Foot of Grace, by Prayer 
and Supplication. But Oh! 'twas hard for 02 
me now, to have the Face to Pray to this . 
Chriſt for Mercy, againſt whom I had thus ſie 
vilely ſinned: Twas hard Work, I fay, to Bic 
offer to look him in the Face, againſt whom Na- 
I had fo vilely ſinned; and indeed, I have found Yrs 
it as difficult to come to God by Prayer, af. 17 
ter Back-ſliding from him, as to do any other Nec 
thing. Oh, the Shame that did now attend Iv 
me!] eſpecially when I thought, I am now a ſie 
going to pray to him for Mercy, that Ip 
I had fo lightly eſteemed but a while be- 37, 
N fore! I was aſhamed; yea, even counſound- WW | 
dead, becauſe this Villany had teen com- 14. 


wt. pitted by me: But I faw that there was ſal 
11 ut one Way with me, I muſt go to him and es © 


humble my ſelf unto him, and beg that he, Ito 
of his wonderful Mercy, would ſhew Pity to Th 
me, and have Mercy upon my.wretched finful ny 
= Soul. elf 

176. Which, when the Tempter p?rcer Wha 
ved;he ſtrongly ſuggeſted to me, Thar / oupit Wu 
not to pray to God, for Prayer was not for am Were 
in my Caſe, neither could it do me good, becauſe Npec 


I had rejected the Mediator, by whom all Prayers 
7 cane 
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came with Acceptance to God the Father; ana 
% thut whom, no Prayer could come into his 
Preſence : Wherefore nom to Pray, is but to add 
ubt / to Sin; yea, nom to pray, ſeeing God has 
ud N ct you off, is the next Way to Anger and Of. 
to d him more than you ever did before. 
yer 177. For God (faith he) hath been weary of 
for % for theſe ſeveral Tears already, becauſe you 
this Ne 19770 of bis; your Bawlings in his Ears,hath 
hus Nec, 29 plæaſant Voice to him, and therefore he 
to Net 5% ſin in this Sin, that you might be quite 
om cut of, and will you pray ſtill? This the Devil 
ind Nurged, and ſet forth that in Numbers, when 
afl. Nies ſaid to the Children of Hael, That 
her Nec they would not go up to Poſſeſs the Land, 
nd N God would have then therefore for ever 
va Wiz did Bar them out from thence, though they 
= raged they might with Tears, Numb. 14. 36, 
C& 37, Cc. 
1d- 178. As 'tis ſaid in another Place, Exod. 21. 
m. . The Man that ſis preſumptuouſly ſhall be 
vas (Waker from God's Altar, that he may die; eveg 
und Ws Joab was by King Solomon, when he thought 
he, Ito find Shelter there, 1 Kings 2. 27, W, Cc. 
Theſe Places did Pinch me very fore; yet 
ny Caſe being Deſperate; I thought with mx 
elt, I can but die; and if it muſt be ſog 
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cer Nu onee be ſaid, That ſuch an one died at the 1 
wot er of Chrift in Prayer. This Idid, but with | | 
ay eat Difficuly, God doth know; and that 1 
z/e pecauſe, together with this, ſtill that Saying 1 


a 2-20 2ͤ 


bout Eſau would be ſet at my Heart, even 
ike a Flaming Sword, to keep the Way — 
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80 Grace abounding 
the Tree of Life, leſt I ſhould take thereof 
and live. Oh! who knows how hard a thing 
J found it, to come to God in Prayer? 

179. I did allo defire the Prayers of the 
People of God for me, but I feared that God 
would give them no Heart to do it; yea, | 
tremble in my Soul to think, that ſome or 
other them would thortly tell me, that God 
hath ſaid thoſe Words to them, that he once 
did ſay to the Prophet, concerning the Chil. 
dren of Jrael, Pray not for this People, for! 
have rejected them, Fer. 11. 14. So, Pray nn 
for him, for I have rejected him. Yea, I thought 
that he had whiſpered this to ſome of then 
= already, only they duſt not tell me ſo; nei 
= ther durſt I ask them of it, for fear it ſhould 
Be ſo, it would make me quite befides my 
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a Spira) but who bounds the Iſſues thereof? 
= _ 180. About this time I took an Oppoͤrti. 
| nity to break my Mind to an antient Chriſti 
nan, and told him all my Cale : I told him a 
= 1 lo, tnat i was afraid that J had ſinned the din 
uy againſt the Holy Ghoſt; and he told me Ht 
7 thought fo too. Here therefore J had but coli 
Comfort; but talking a little more wit 
him, I found him, though a good Man, 
Stranger to much Combat with the Devil 
Wherefore I went to God again, as well as! 
could, for Mercy {till. 


Mock me in my Mifery, ſaying, That ſeem 
I had thus parted with the Lord Jeſus, ail 
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Iwovoked him to Diſpleaſure, who mould hate 


food between my Soul and the Flame of devou- 
ring Fire, there was now but one Way, and that 
was, To pray that God the Father would be a 
mediator betwixt his Son and me,T hat we might 
be reconcil ed again, and that 1 might have that 
bliſod Benefit in him, that his bleſſeaSaints enjoyed 

182. Then did that Scripture ſeize upon my 
Soul, He is of one Mind, aud who can turn 
len? Oh! I faw, 'twas as eaſy to perſwade 
him to make a New World, a New Cove- 
nant, or New Bible, beſides that we have al- 
ready, as to pray for ſuch a thing. This was 
to perſwade him, that what he had done al- 


ready, was meer Folly, and perſwade him to 


alter; yea to diſanul the whole Way of Sal- 
ation : And then would that Say ing rend my 
Soul aſunder, Neither is there Salvation in amy 
ler; for there is none other Name under Hea- 
ven, giden among Men, whereby we mut be 
ſaded, Acts 4. 12. 


182. Now the free, and fully, and graci- 


us Words of the Goſpel, were the greateft 


orment to me; yea, nothing ſo afflicted me, 


s tne Thoughts of Jeſs Chriſt, the Remem- 
rance of a Swwiour; becauſe J had caſt him 
it, brought forth the Villany of my Sin, and 
ny Lols by it, to Mind; nothing did twinge 
ny Conſcience like this: Every thing that 1 
Fought of the Lord Jeſs, of his Grace, 
Love, Goodnels, Kindeſs, Gentleneſs, Meek- 
es, Death, Blood, Promiſes and bleſſed Ex- 
ortations, Comforts and Conſolations, it 


went. 
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82 Erace abounding. 


went to my Soul like a Sword; for ſtill, unto 1 
theſe my Conſiderations of the Lord Jeſus to 
theie. Thoughts would make Place for them / 
ſelves in my Heart; Ay, this is the Jeſus, nr 
lowing Saviour the Son of God, whom you hayra: 
parted with, whom you have ſlighted, deſpiſed 
and avuſed, This is the only Saviour, the onh 
Saviour, the only Redeemer, the ly one tha 
could fo lode Sinacrs, as to Waſh them frun ou 
their Sins in his own most precious Blood; but 
you hade no Part nor Lit in this Jeſus, . 
have put him frem you, you have ſaid in jou 
Heart. Let him go if he will. Nom there 
fore you are ſevered from ſum; you have ſevWhi: 
red your ſeif from him: Behold then his Gols! 
«meſs, but your: ſelf to be no partaker of it. OO 
thought I, What have I loſt! what have 
parted with! what has diſinherited my pod 
Soul! Oh! ”tis fad to be deftroyed by th IST 
Grace and Mercy of God; to have the LambMor 
the Saviour, turn Lion and Deſtroyer, Rendo 
J alſo trembled, as I have faid, at the ſight qe. 
the Sauits of God, eſpecially at thoſe thi 
greatly loved him, and that made it thei 
Buſineſs to walk continually with him in thi 
World; for they did, both in their Word hay 
their Carriages, and all their Expreſſions @vit 
Tendlerneſs and Fear to Sin againft their pur. 
cious Saviour, condemn, lay guilt upon, nne 
allo add continnal Affliction and Shame. unter 
my Soul. The Dread of them was upon May 
an I treinbled at God's Samugls, 1 Sam. 164 


fd 


to the Chief of Sinners. 83 
to 18.4. Now alſo the Tempter began afreſh 
fs. Mo Mock my Soul another Way, faying, That 
em indeed did pity my Caſe, and was ſorry 
w my Loſs: but foraſmuch as I had ſmned and 
fan ſareſſed, as I had done, he could by no 
Mears help me, nor ſave me from what ] fear- 
d for my Sin was not of the Nature of theirs, 
i whom he bled and died; neither was it 
n:mted with thoſe that were laid to lis Charge 
whe he hanged on a Tree: Therefore, unleſs he 
Vid come down from Heaven, and die a-new 
„ this Sin, though indeed he did greatly pity 
., yet 1 could have no benefit of him. Thiele 
ſerrWtings may ſeem Ridiculous to others, even 
Goods Ridiculous as they were in themſelves, but 
0 me they were moſt Tormenting Cogitati- 
ns; every of them augmented my Miſery 
that Jeſus Chriſt. ſhould have ſo much Love 
Ws pity me, when yet he could not help me, to 
nor did I think that the Reaſon why he could 
Poet help me, was, becauſe his Merits were 
reak, or his Grace and Salvation ſpent on 
Wthers already, but becàuſe his Faithfulneſs 
Mo his Threatenings, would not let him extend 
Mis Mercy to me. Beſides, I thought as 1 
have already hinted, that my Sin was not 
vithia the Bounds of that Pardon, that was 
yrapped up in a Promiſe; and if not, then 1 
new ſurely, that it was more eaſy for Hea- 
en and Earth to paſs away, than for me to 
07 Mae Eternal Life. So that the ground of all 
. 16 Itheſe Fears of mine, did ariſe from a ſtedfaſt 
belief that I had of the Stability of the Holy 
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84 Grace aboundiug 
Word of God, and alſo from my being mi 
informed of the Nature of my Sin. . 


185. But, Oh! how this would add to myſſſo! 
Affliction, to conceit that I ſhould be guilty! 
of ſuch a Sin, for which he did not dye Iba 
Theſe Thoughts did ſo confound me, and im- Nhe 
priſon me, and tie me up from Faith, that Ide 
knew not what to do: But Oh! thought MCL 
that he would come down again! Oh that theſſſtn: 
Work of Man's Redemption was yet to heſſſ6:: 
done by Chriſt! How would I pray him, and" 
intreat him; to count and reckon this Sin 100 
mong, the reit for which he died! but thisf 
Scripture would ſtrike me down as dead; 
Chri$t being raiſed from the Dead, dieth u 
more, Death hath no more Dominion over hin 
Rom. 6. 9. the 

186. Thus, by the ſtrange and unuſual A 
ſaults of the Tempter, was my Soul like a 
broken Veſſel, driven as with the Winds, ind 
toſſed ſometimes headlong into Deſpair 
lometimes upon the Covenant of Works, and 
fometimes to wiſh that the New Covenant 
and the Conditions thereof, might ſo far fort 
as I thought my felt concerned, be turned an 
ther Way, and changed. But in all theſe, 
was as thoſe that juſtle e t the Rocks, 
more broken, ſcattered and rent. Oh, the un 
thought of Imaginations, Frights, Fears, ant 
Terrors, that are affected by a thorow Ap 
plication of Guilt, yielding to Deſperation! 
This is the Man that hath his Dwelling amo 
the Tombs with the Dead; that is always e 


110 
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mie , and cutting himſelf with Stones, Mark 


to the C hief of Sinners. & 5 


5. 253. But J Hay, all in vain; Deſperati- 


myo" will not comfort him, the Old Covenant 
ültywill not fave him: Nay, Heaven and Earth 
dye, ſhall pals away before one, Jot or Tittle of 


Mth: Word and Law of Grace will fail or 


e removed. This I faw, this I felt, and un- 
der this I groaned , yet this Advantage I got 
thereby, namely, a farther Confirmation of 
the certainty of the Way of Salvation, 'and 
nat the Scriptures were the Word of God. 


n 1 cannot now expreſs what then I faw 
nd felt, of the Readineſs of Jeſus Chriſt, 
le Rock of Man's Salvation: What was 


one could not be undone, added to, nor al- 
tered, I faw, indeed, that Sin might drive 
the Son! beyond Chriſt, even the Sin which is 


J-pardonable; but woe to him that was ſo 


iven, for the Word would ſhut him out. 
187. Thus was 1 always ſinking, whatever 


ais think or do. So one Dy I walked to 


| Neighbouring Town, and fat down upon a 
Pettle in the Street, and fell into a very deep 
*auſe, about the moſt fearful State my Sin 
id brought me to; and after long muſing, I 
ted up my Head, but methought I faw, as 


the Sun tkat ſhineth in the Heavens did 


rudge to give Light. And as if the very 
tones in the Street, and Tiles upon the Hou- 


, did bend tiiemſelves againſt me; me- 
hought that they all combined together, to 


aniſh me out of the World; I was abhorred 


chem, and unfit to dwell among them, or 
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be partaker of their Benefits, becauſe I had . 
ſinned againſt the Saviour. Oh how happy MD 
now was every Creature over I was! For they ſth 
ſtood faſt, and kept their Station, but I was IE. 
gone and loſt. to 
188. Then breaking out in the Bitterneß R. 
of my Soul, I ſaid to my Soul, with a grie. 
vous Sigh, How can God comfort ſuch a Wretehꝰ ed 
I had no ſooner ſaid it, but this returned up- Not 
on me, as an Eecho doth ànſwer a Voice, ſt!: 
This Sin is not unto Death. At which I was 
as if I had been raiſed out of the Grave, and Pin 
cried out again, Lord, how could thou; 
find out ſuch a Word as this? For I Was Put 
filled with Admiration at the Fitneſs, and at | 
the Unexpecteneſs of the Sentence, the fit: le 
neſs of the Word, the rightneſs of the timingPir 
of it, the Power, and Sweetneſs, and Light, ' 
and Glory, that came with it alſo, was mar- en 
vellous to me to find, I was now, for theſÞ" 
time out of Doubt, as to that, about which I er. 
much was in Doubt before, my Fears before 
were, that my Sin was not pardonable, and 
ſo that ] had no right to pray, to repent, Gr. 
or that if I did, it would be of no Advantage 
or Profit to me. But now, thought I, if thu 
Sin is not unto Death, then it is pardonable |": 
therefore from this I have Eneouragement td 
come to God by Chriſt for Mercy, to conſt 
der the Promiſe of Forgiveneſs, as that whidhiff /- 
{ſtands with open Arms to receive me, as wel, 
as others. This therefore was a great Cage d 
ment to my Miad, to wit, that my Sin waſp"! 
"ID > + _— 
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to the Chief of Sinners. 87 
d purdonable, that it was not the Sin unto 
Dzath, (1 John 5. 16, 17.) None but thoſe 
” that know what my Trouble (by thir own 
1 Experience) was, can tell what Relief came 
to my Soul, by this Conſideration: It was a 
Relexſe to me from my former Bonds, and 
; Ghalter from my former Storms: I ſeem- 
el now to ſtand upon the ſame Ground with 
other Sinners, and to have as good Right to 
ne Word and Prayer as any of they. 

189. Now I fay, I was in hopes that my 
in was not unpardonable, but that there 
night be hopes for me to obtain Forgiveneſs. 


thou 

wa Baut, Oh, how Satan did now lay about him, for 
dufte bring me down again ! But he could by no 
fit. leans do it, neither this Day nor the moſ 


wrt of che next, for this Sentence ſtood like 
Mil. poſt at my Back: Yet towards the. E. 
ening of the next Day, I felt this Word be- 
in to leave me, and to withdraw its Sup- 
\ Loc hortetion from me, and ſo I returned to my 
eforeſ$'s Fears again, but with a great deal of 
, andÞ-uiging and Peeviſhnels, for I feared the 
b, Gr Porrow of Deſpair; nor could my Faith now 
tage retain this Word. 5 
if . But the next Day at Evening, being 
ar many Fears, I went to ſeek the Lord, 
nd as I prayed, I cried, and my Soul cried 
him in theſe Words, with ſtrong Cries 
Lord, I beſeech thee ſhew-me, that thou ha#t 
© welle ne with everlaſting Love, Jer. 31. 3. 
Cal d no ſooner faid it, but with Sweetneſs this 
in WII urged upon me, as an Eccho, or founding 
pate E  agaigy 
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again, I have loved thee with an everlaſting 
Love. Now I went to Bed in quiet: al 
when I awaked the next Morning, it wa" 
freſh upon my Soul; and I believed it. ly 
191. But yet the Tempter left me not, for 
it could not be ſo little as an Hundred times 
that he, that Day did labour to break myſþ" 
Peace, Oh, the Combats and Conflicts that. 
did then meet with, as I {trove to hold by. thai. 
Word, That of Eſau would fly in my Fac 
like Lightning: I ſhould be ſometimes upandf'® 
down twenty times in an Hour; yet God dige 
bear me out, and keep my Heart upon thi 
Word; from which I had alſo, for ſeveral 
Days together, very much Sweetneſs, and 
comfortable hopes of Pardon: For thus i 
was made out unto me, I loved thee whilſt ti. 
wait committing this Sin, I loved thee before 
{loved thee ſtill, and I will love thee for eum 
192. Yet I ſaw my Sin molt Barbarous, an” 
a filthy Crime, and could not but conctud 
with great Shame and Aſtoniſhment, that 
Had horridly abuſed the Holy Son of God 
wherefore I felt my Soul greatly to love andF- 
Pity him, and my Bowels to yearn towaraF' 
im; for I aw he was ſtill my Friend 
and did reward me Good for Evil; yea, 
Love and Affection that then did burn with 
1. to my Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, a 
_ work at this time, ſuch a ſtrong and hot Iv 
ti fire of Revengement upon my ſelf, for a 
Abuſe I had done unto Fam, that, to-ſpeaki 
J then thought, had I a thouſand Cale 
| 
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od within my Veins, I could freely then 
we ſpilt it all, at the Command and Feet of 
nis my Lord and Saviour. 
n 193- And as [| was thus in muling, and in 
iy Studies, conſidering how to love the Lord 
1d to expreſs my love to him, that Saying 
ame in upon me, I thou, Lord, jrouayje 
chr Jniguity, O Lora, who ſhould ſtand : 
bur there is forgiveneſs with thee , that thou 
angie be feareds, Plalm 130. 4. Theſe 
nere good Words to me, eſpecially the latter 
this" thereof, to wit, that there is Forgiveneſs 
denen the Lord, that he might be feared; 
unt is, as then | underſtood it, that he might 
us i 9ved,and had in reverence for it was thus 
: tha de out to me, That the Great God did ſet 
ef are hich an Eſteem upon the Love of his pooy 
oi tures, that rather than he mould g without 
eir Love, he would pardon their Tranſereſ- 


85 and 

clude” 

that $194 And nx was that Word fulfilled on 
Go: and I was alſo refreſhed by it, Then ſhall 


y be aſhamed and confounded, and never open 


ve and} %, | 

wal” ot any more, becauſe of their ſhame, 
rien Iain paciſied towards them for all that 
88. have done, ſaith the Lord God, Ezek. 16. 


Thus was my Soul at this time (and as 


wie. 2 
t, Jen did think for ever) ſet at Liberty from 
not Dns afflicted with my former Guilt and 


wmement. | 
95. But before many Weeks were gone, 
ein to diſpond again, fearing, leſt, not- 
utanding all that I had enjoyed, that I 

E 2 might 


for 


11ons\ 
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| 

; might be deceived and deſtroyeg at the laf 
| for this Conſideration came ſtrong into m 
| Mind, That whatever Comfort and Peace 
| thought” I might have from the Word of I 
| Promiſe of Life, yet unleſs there could be fog 
ny Refreſhment, a Concurrence and i 
| ment in the Scriptures, let me think what Im 
| thercof, and hold it never ſo faſt, 1 ſhn 
find no ſuch thing at the end; for the Sri 
tures Connor be broken, John 10. 35. 

196. Now began my Heart again to d 
and fear I might meet witha Dilappointme 
at laſt. Wherefore I began with all ſerio 
neſs, to examine my former Comfort, and 
conſider whether one that had ſinned as ! 
done, might with Confidence truſt upon 


Faithfulneſs of God, laid downgn tld: 

Words, by which J had been comtorted, n 
| on which I had leaned my ſelf: But ng® 
0 were brought to my Mind, For it is inp" 
. ble for thoſe who were once cnightned, and H. 
q taſted the Heavenly Gijt, and were mf * | 
q partakers of the Holy Ghost, ana have ta" * 
1 the good Word of God, and the :Powe, 25 
j "the World to come, if they ſhall fall ama. 
| renew them again unto Repentance, Heb 
| For, if we ſim wilfully, after we have rea 
. the Knowleage of the Truth, there remail © 

enore Sacrifice for Sin, but à certain ft 4 $4 


. booking fer of Judgment and fiery Indigni 


which ſhall devour the Adverſaries, Heb Vic 
"Even as Eſau, who for one morſel of M W 
Jold his Birthright. For you know hon 

3 after 
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re mards, when he would have inherited the 
, be was rejected, for he found no place 
o mill bentance, though he ſought it carefully with 
Ace ealsy Heb. I 2, 
of hf 197- Now was the Word of the Golpe! 
2 ed from my Soul; ſo that no Promiſe or 
Aacouragement was to be found in the Bible 
hr me: And now would that Say ing work 
hole02 m). Spirit to afflict me, Rejoyce not, O 
"eriel, for Jay as other People, Holea 9. 1. 
or I {aw indeed, there was cauſe of rejoy- 
o fins for thoſe that held to Jeſus; but as for 
2, I had cut my ſelf off by my Tranſęreſſi- 
ns, and left my ſelf neither Foot-hold, nor 
ind-hold, among all the Stays and Props in 


Atmel 
{erid 


and | the 
SIe precious Word of Lite. | 
pon 198. And truly, I ard now feel my ſelf t 


1k into a Gulf as an Houſe whoſe Founda- 
ion is deftroyed, I did liken my ſelf in this 
ondition, unto the Caſe of a Child that was 
len into a Mill-pit, who though it could 
ike ſome ſhift to Scrabble and Spraul in the 
Vater, yet becanſe it could find neither hold 
r Hand nor Foot, therefore at laſt it muſt 
ie in that Condition. So ſoon as this freſh 
fault had faſtened on my Soul, that Scrip- 
ure came into my Heart, This far mary 
)2ys, Dan. 10. 14. And indeed, 1 found it. 
as {o; for I could not be delivered, nor 
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x1 5 rongnt to Peace again, until well nigh two 
aner and an half were compleatly finiſhed. 
Heb, Vherefore thele Words, t ough in them- 
of Ms, they tended to Diſcouragement, yet 
bow E 3 . 


item 
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+ 1 uttered Words to this Effect, Lord, Sat 
tell, me, that neither thy Mercy, nor Crit fr. 


to me, who feared this Condition, would h 
Eternal, they were at ſometimes as an helpan 
refreſhment to me. 

199. For thought I, a Days are not fy 
ever, mary Days will have an end, there 
fore ſeeing ] was to be afflicted not a fen 
but many Days, yet I was glad it was but fo 
many Days. Thus I fay, I could recall m 
&lt ſometimes, and give my ſelf an heh 
for as ſoon as ever the Word came into ny 
Mind, at firſt, I knew my Trouble wouh 
be long, yet this would be but ſometimes 
for I could not always think on this, nor eve, 
be helped by it, though I did. | 

200. Now wile theſe Scriptures lay he 
fore me, and laid Sin anew at my Door, tlu 
ſaying in Luke 18. 1. with others, did en 
courage me to Prayer: Then the Tempte 
again laid at me very fore, ſuggeſting, Thy 
neither the Mercy of God, nor yet the Blood 
Chri#t, did at all concern me, nor could tha. 
help me for my Sin; therefore it was but! 
vain to pray. Yet thought I, 7 will pray, Buff fr 
(ſaid the Tempter,) your Sin is unpardonatlaff;, 
Well, faid I, I will pray. Tis to no Boot, ſi 
he. Ter, ſaid I, I will pray. So | went 0 
Prayer to God: and while 1 was at Praye 


ni 


load, is ſufficient to ſave my Soul) Lord ry 
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t nor cant? Lord, I would fain honour 
thee, by believing thou tilt and cans. 

01. And as | was thus before the Lord, 
that Scripture faſtened on my Heart, O ai 
great is thy Faith,) Mat. 15. 28. even as if one 
had clap'd me on the Back, as I was on my 
Knees before God: Yet I was not able to be- 
leve this, that this was a Prayer of Faith, 
till almoſt ſix Months after; for I could not 
think that I had Faith, or that there ſhould 
be a Word for me to act Faith on; there- 
fore I ſhould ſtill be, as ſticking in the Jaws 
[of Deſperation, and went Mourning up and 
down, in a fad Condition. 

202 There was nothing now that I longed 
for more than to be put out of doubt, as to 
this thing in Queſtion, and as I was vene- 
mently defiring to know, if there was indeed 
hope for me, theſe Words came rolling into 
my Mind? Will the Lord cat off for ever? 

ard will he be favourable no more? Is his Mei- 
clean gone for ever? Doth his Promiſe 


Wi! for ever more? Hath God forgotten to be 


Gracious? Hath be in Anger ſhut ap ts 
fender Mercies? Pal, 77. 7, 8,9. And all the 
while they run in my Mind, methought F 


ther he hath or no; it may be he hath not. 
lea, the Interrogatory ſeemed to me, to car- 


not, or would ſo caſt off, but would be fa- 
Yourable : That his Promiſe doth-not fail, and 


E. 4. would 
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nad {till this as the Anſwer, Tis a gqueſtion whe- 


tut he hath not, forgotten to be Gracious, nor 
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would in Anger ſhut up tender Mercy: Some- 3 
thing alſo there was upon my Heart at the fl: 
Ame time,which I now cannot call to Mind; .. 
which, with this Text, did fweeten my”. 
Heart, and made me conclude, that his Mer. W 

eſt 


cy might not be quite gone, nor gone for 
Ever. | 

203. Atanother time, I remembred, I was 
age in much under this Queſtion, Whether the 
Blood of Chrift was ſufficient to ſave my Soul ? 
In which Doubt I continued, from Morning... 
till about ſeven or eight at Night; andatlift, Fr 
when I was, as it were, quite worn out with ue 
fear, left it ſnould not lay hold: on me, theſe Ill 
Words did ſound ſuddenly within myHeart, He 
# Alle: But methought,this Word Able, was, 
poke loud unto me; it ſheweda great Word, Up; 
it ſeemed to be writ in great Letters, and give... 
Tach a juſtle to my Fear and Doubt (I mean, I. 
for the time it tarried with me, which was 
about a Day) as I never had from that, all 7 
my Life, either before or after, Heb. 7. 
25. : 
204. But one Morning as-I was again at 
Prayer, and trembling under the fear of this, .. 


that no Word of God could help me, that piece 3, 


of a Sentence darted in upon me, /fy Grace 
& ſufficient, At this, methouaht, I felt ſome 
ſtay, as if there might be hopes. But, On, | 
how good a thing it is for God to fend his: 
Word! for about a Fortnight before, I wal, 
looking on this very Place, and then I thongit 
it could not come near my Soul with Comfort 
s | | therefore 


nen! thought it was not large enough for 


, Lian ba 
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refore I threw down my Book in a Pet: 


2 no not large enough; but now it was 
cit it had Arms of Grace ſo wide, that it 
donde not only incloſs me, but many more 
bellcles. 

205. By theſe Words I was ſuſtained, yet 
not without exceeding conflicts, for the ſpace 
of ſeven or eight Weeks; for my Peace 
would be in it, and out, ſometimes twen- 
ty times a Day, Comfort now, and Trouble 
preſently; Peace now, and before J could go 
i Furlong, as full of Fear and Guilt as ever 
Heart could hold: And this was not only 
go and then, but my whole ſeven Weeks 
Experience : For this about the Sufficiency of 
Grace, and that of Eſau's parting with his 
Pirth-right, would be like a pair of Scales 
within my Mind, ſometimes one end would 
be uppermoſt, and ſometimes again the other; 
according to which would be my Peace or. 
Iroubles. 

206. Therefore! did ſtill pray to God, that 
he would come in with hisScripture more fully 
en my Heart; to wit, that heiwould help me to 
apply the whole Sentence, for as yet I could 
ot: That he gave, that 1 gathered; but fur- 
ther I could not go, for as yet it only helped 
me to hope there might be Mercy * me, 
My Grace is ſufficient : And though it came 
:9 farther, it anſwered my former Queſtion, 
to wit, that there was Hope; yet becauſe 
jr thee, was left out, I was not contented, 
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but prayed to God for that alſo. Wherefore, 
one Day, when I was ina Meeting of God; 
People full of Sadneſs and Terror, for my 
Fears again were ſtrong upon me; and, as! 
was now thinking, my Soul was never the 
better, but my Caſe moſt Sad and Fearfll, 
theſe Words did with great Power ſuddenly 
break in upon me; Ah Grace is ſufficient for 
hee, my Grace zs ſufficient for thee, my Grace 
is fufficient for thee, three times together: 
And, Or! methought that every Word was 
a mighty Word unto me; as my, arid Grace 
and ſufficient, and for thee, they were then 
and fome times are ſtill, far bigger than o- 
thers be, 
207, At which time my Underſtanding was 
o enlightened, that I was as though I had 
deen the Lord Jeſus look down from Heaven, 
through the Tiles upon me, and direct theſe 
Words unto me. This ſent me mourning 
home, it broke my Heart, and filled me full 
of Joy, and laid me low as the Duft; only 
it ſtayed not long with me, I mean in this 
Glory, and refreſhing Comfort, yet it centi- 
nued with me for ſeveral Weeks, and did en- 
courage me to hope: But as ſoon as that pow- 
erful Operation of it was taken from my 
Heart, that other, about Eſau, returned upon 
me as before; fo my Soul did hang as in a 
pair of Scales again, ſometimes up, and ſome- 


times down, now in Peace, and anon again 


In Terror. 
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208. Thus I went on for many Weeks, 
Mmetimes comforted, and ſometimes tor- 
mented; and eſpecially at ſometunzs my 
Torment would be very fore, for all thoſe 
Screiptures forenamed in the Hebrews, would 
et before me, as the only Sentences that 
would keep me out of Heaven. Then again 
| ſhould begin to repent that ever that Thought 
went through me; I ſhould alſo think thus 
with my ſelf, Why, how many Scriptures are 
there againFt me? There are but three or four : 
And cannot God miſs them, and Save me for 
at them? Sometimes again I ſhould think, O,. | 


it were not for theſe three or fon Words, 


vow how might 1 be comforted ! And I could 
hardiy forbear at ſometimes, but to wiſh them 
out of the Book. 

209. Then methought I ſhould ſee as if, 
both Peter and Paul, and John, and. all the 
Writers, did look with Scorn upon me, and 
„od me in Deriſion; and as if they had faid, 


wto me, all our Words are Truth, one of as 


579 Force as the other: It is not we that have 
cut you off, but you have caſt away your ſelf < 


Tere is none of our Sentences that you must take - 
bold upon, but theſe, and ſuch as theſe< it is 
dalle, there remains no more Sacrifice for 


3 


% Heb. 6. Aid it had been better for them 


rot to have known the Will of God, than after + 


they had known it, to turn from the Holy Com- 
nad ment delivered unto them, Heb. 10. 
tor the Scriptures cannot v8 broken, 2. Pet. 2-21- 
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= and Joy. And as | was in a Muſe about this 
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thing, 
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210. Theſe, are the Elders of the City gf 
Nefuge, I faw, were to the Judges both of 
my Une and me, while I ſtood, with the A 
Zenger of Brood at my Heels, trembling at 


their Gate for Deliverance, alſo with a tho. 


fand Fears and: Miſtruſts, I doubted that he 
would ſhnt me ont forever, Joſhua 20. 3,4. 

211. Thus J was confounded, not knowing 
what to do, nor how to be ſatisfied in thisQue- 
ſtion, Whether the Scriptures could agree in the 
Salvation of my Soul? Iquaked at the Apoſtles: 
1 knew their Words were true, and that they 
muſt ſtand for ever. 

212. And I remember, 
in divers frames of Spirit, and conſiderinę 
that theſe Frames were according to the Na- 
ture of ſeveral Scriptures that came in upon 


my Mind; if this of Grace, then was I qui- 


et; but if that of Eſau, then tormented, 
Lora, thought I, if both rheſe Scriptures would 
meet in um Heart at once, I wonder which of 
them would get the better of me. So methought 
i had along Mind that they might come both 
together upon me; yea, 1 deſired of God 
they mizht. : 
213. Well, about two or three Days after, 
ſo they did indeed: They bolted both upon 
me at a time, and did work and itruggle 
ſtrangely in me for a while; at laſt that a- 
bout Eſaus Birth-right begau to wax weak 
and withdraw, and yaniſh; and this, about 
the ſufficiency of Grace prevailed with Peace 
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thing, that Scripture came home upon me, 
Here rejeyceth over Judgment, James 2. 


214. This was a Wonderment to me, yet 
truly, Jam apt to think it was of God, for 
the Word of the Law and Wrath, mult give 
Place to the Word of Life and Grace; be- 
cauſe though the Word of Condemnation be 
zlorions, yet the Word of Life and Salvation 
coth far exceed in glory, 2 Cor. 3. 8,9, IO. 

Mark 9.5, 6, 7. Joh. 6. 37. Allo that 
Moes and Elias muſt both vaniſh, and leave 


| Chriſt and his Saints alone. 


215. This Scripture did alſo moſt ſweetly 
ville my Soul; And him that cometh to me, I 
Hin no wiſe ca$t out. Oh the Comfort that 
had from this Word, in u wife! As who 
mould ſay, by zo means, for nothing whatever 
c hath dowe. But Satan would greatly labour 
to pull this Promife from me, telling of 
Ine, That Chriat did not mean me, and ſuch 
4% J, but Sinners of a lower Rank, that had not 
dime as I had done. But I ſhould anſwer him 
gain, Satan, kere 7s in theſe Words nd fuch 
Exception, but. him, that cines, him, any him: 
Hiin that cometh to me, x | 
at. And this J will remember itill, that of 
ill the Slights that Satan nied to take this 
Scripture from me, yet he never did fo 

4 ; . 
much as put this Queſtion, But do you come 
17/1 2 And. I have thought the Reaſon was, 
becauſe he thought I knew full well what 
Coming aright was; for 1 ſaw, that ta come 
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1 * Q Lord, ſaid I, but I have left thee. Then 
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arignt, was to come as I was, a vile and 
ungod'y Sinner, and fo caſt my ſelf at the 
Feet of Mercy, condemniag my ſelf for Sin. 
It ever Satan and I did ſtrive for any Word 
of God in all my Life, it was for this good | 
Word of Chriſt ; he at one end, and I at the 6 
other: Oh, what Work we made! It was for | © 
this in John, I ay, that we did fo tug and 
ſtrive: He pulled, and I pulled; but God be 
praiſed, I overcame him, 1 got Sweetneks I, 
trom it. 
216. But, notwithſtanding all theſe Helps, . 
and bleſſed Words of Grace, yet that of F- 
ſau's ſelling of his Birth-right , would {till 
at times diſtreſs my Conſcience; for though 
I had been moſt ſweetly comforted, and that Fe: 
but juſt before, yet when that came into my 
Mind, twould make me fear again, 1 could I, 
not be quite rid thereof, *twould every Day 10 
be with me: Wherefore now I went ano- ,. 
ther way to work, even to conſider the Na- 
ture of this Blaſphemous Thought, I mean, 
if I ſhould take the Words at the largeſt, and 
give them their own natural Force and Scope: I | 
Even every Word therein: So when I hal fl. 
thus conſidered, I found, that if they wer 
Kirly taken, they would amount to this,That i 
had freely left the Lord Jeſus Chriſt to his Choice, i 
whether he would be my Saviour or no; for the 
wicked Words were theſe, Let him go if be 
will. Then that Scripture gave me Hope, / 
will neuer leave thee nor forſake thee, Heb. I;. 


— 
— . 
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it anhwered again, But I will not leave thee. 
Tor this i thanked God allo. 

217. Yet I was grievous afraid he ſhould, 
and found it exceeding hard to truſt him, ſee- 
ing I had ſo offended him; I could have been 
exceeding glad, that this Thought had never 
befallen, for then 1 thought 1 could, with® 
more eaſe and freedom abundance, have lean- 
ed on his Grace. I fee it was with me, as it 


was with Joſeph's Brethren; the Guilt of 


their own Wickedneſs did often fill them 
with Fears, that their Brother would at laſt 


leſpiſe them, Gen. Fo. 15, 16. (FT. 


218. Yet, above all the Scriptures that I 
yet did meet with, that in Joſbua 20. was the 
greateſt comfort to me, which {peaks of the 
Saver that was to flee for Refuge, and if the 
wenger of Blood purſue the Siayer, then, 
ith Moſes, they that are the Flders of the 
City of Refuge ſhall nor deliver him into his 
Hand, becauſe he ſmote his Neig hoour unmit- 
tngly, and hated him not afcretime. On, bleſ- 
ed de God for this Word; I was convinced 
that 1 was the Slayer; and that the Avenger 

Blood purſued me, I felt with great Ter- 
for; only now it remained that 1 enquire 
chether I have Right to enter the City of 
Refuge: So I found, that he muit not, who 
ay {2 wait to ſhed Blood: It was not the. wil- 
l urt herer, but he who unwittingly did it, 
e. Who did it unawares ; not out of Spight, 
r Grudge, or Malice, he that ſhed it un- 
\'ttingly 5 even he who did not hate kis:Neigh- 

be forc. Wherefore, 2419. © 
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219. J thought verily J was the Man that 


mult enter, becauſe I had mitten my Neigh- 
bour unmittingly, aud hate hui not aferetime. 
L hated him not aforetime ; no, I prayed un- 
to him, was tender of ſinning agaiaſt him; 
yea, and againſt this wicked Temptation! 


Kad {trove for Twelve Months before, yea, 
and alſo when it did pals through my Heart, 


it did in ſpite of my Teeth: Wherefore ] 
thought I had right to enter this City, and 
the Elders, which are the Apoſtles , were 
not to deliver me up. This therefore was 


great Comfort to me, and did give me much 


ground of Hope. 

220. Yet being very critical, for. my ſmart 
had made me, that I knew not what ground 
was ſure enough to bear ine, I had one Que- 
ſtion that my Soul did much defire to be te- 
ſolved about; and that was, yet, er it le 
poſſible for any Soul that hath indeed ſinned the 
unpardonable Sin, yet after that to receive the 
but the leaf true Spiritual Comfort from God 
through Christ? The which, after I had much 
conſidered, 1 found the Anſwer was, No, 
they could not; and that for theſe Reaſons: 

221. Fu H, Becauſe thoſe that have ſinned 
that Sin, they are debarred a ihare in the 
Blood of Chriſt, and being ſhut out of that, 
they mult needs be void of the leair ground 
of Hope, and ſo of Spicitual Comfort, Fir 
to ſuch there remains no more Sacrifice for Sin 
Heb. 10. 26, 27. . Secondly, Becauſe they are 
denied a ſhare in the Promi of Lite; tuen 

> | 


ſr: 
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lull ne ver be fomgiven, neither in this World? 
vor in that which is te come, Mat. 12. 31. 
T/irdly, The Son of God excludes them allo 
tom 4 ſhare in his bleſſed Interceſſion, being 
hr ever aſhamed to own them both before 
his holy Father, and the bleſſed Angels in 


Heaven, Mark 8. 


222. When I had with much Deliberation 


onſidered of this Matter, and could not but 
conclude that the Lord had comforted me, 
and that too after this my wicked Sin; then 
methought I durſt venture to come nigh unto 


tio moſt fearful and terrible Scriptures, with 
which all this while J had been ſo greatly af- 


ſrichted, and on which indeed, before Idurſt 
ſcarce caſt mine Eye, (yea, had much ado 
an hundred times, to forbear wiſhing them 
out of the Bible,) for I thought they would 
deſtroy me; but now, I ſay, I began to take 
ſome meaſure of Incouragement, to come 
doſe to them, to read them and conſider 
them, and to weigh their Scope and Ten- 
dency. 
223. The which, when I began to do, I 
ſound my Viſage changed; for they looked 
not fo grimly, as before 1 thought they did: 
\nd firſt I came to the ſixth of the Hebrews, 
yet trembling for fear it ſhould ſtrike me; 
Which when I had conſidered, l found that the 
falling there intended, was a falling quite a- 
Wey; that is, as I conceived, a falling from, 
na an abſolute denying of the Goſpel, of Re- 
miſlion of Sins by Jelus Chriſt ; for, rom 
| them 
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them the Apoſtle begins his Argument, Verſe 
I. 2, 3. Secondly, | found that this falling a. 
way, muſt be openly, even in the View of 
the World, even ſo as to put Chrift to an open 
Shame. Thirdly, J found that thoſe he there 
intended were, for ever ſhut ap of God, 
both in Blindneſs, Hardneſs and Impenitency: 
It is impiſſible they ſhould be venewed aga Oui. 
to Repentance. By all theſe Particulars, ] 
found to God's everlaſting Praiſe, my Sin was 
not the Sin in this Place intended. 

Firat, i confeſſed I was fallen, but not 


Faith in Jeſus unto eternal Life. 

Secondly, J confefled that J had put Jeſus 
Chriſt to Shame by my Sin, but not to open 
Shame, I did not deny him before Men, nor 
condemn him as a Fruitleſs one before the 
World. | 

Thirdly, Nor did | find that God had ſhut 
me up, or denied me to come (though I found 


Sorrow and Repentance : Bleſſed be God for 
unſearchable Grace. 

224. Then I coaſtdered that in the Tenth 
of the Hebrews, and found that the wil ful 
Sin there mentioned, is not every wilful Sin, 
but that which doth throw oft Chriſt, and 
then his Commandments too. Secondly, That 
muſt be done alſo openly, before two or three 
Witneſſes, to anſwer that of the Law, Vert 
28. Thirdly, This Sin cannot be committed, 
but with great Deſpite done to tho Spirit of 
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Grace, deſpiſing both the Diſſwaſions from 
that sin, and the Perſwaſions to the contrary. 
But the Lord knows, though this my Sin was 
Deviliſh, yet it did not amount to theſe. 

225. And as touching that in the Twelfth 
of the Hebrews, about Eſau's ſelling of his 
Birth-right , thouzh this was that which 
killed me, and ſtood like a Spear againſt me; 


yet now I did conſider, Fir, That his was 
vat a haſty Thought againſt the continual La- 


bour of his Mind, but a Thought conſented 
to and put in Practice likewiſe, and that 
alter fome Deliberation, Gen. 25. Secondly, 
it was a publick and open Action, even from 
lis Brother, it not before many more; this 
made his Sin of a far more heinous Nature than 
otherwiſe it would have been. Thirdly, He 
continued to ſlight his Birth-ri ght: He did 
eat and drink, and went his may; thus Elan 
ceſnifed his Birth-right;, yea, Twenty Years 
ifter he was found to deſpiſe it ſtill. And Eſau 
lid, I have enough, my Brother, keep that thou 
hast thy ſelf, Gen. 33. 9. 
226. Now as touching this, That Eſau ſought 
a Place of Repentance : Thus I thought, Firſt, 
This was not for the Birth-right, but the 
Bleſſing, this is clear from the Apoſtle, and 
is diſtingeiſhed by Eſau himſelf; he hath ta- 
ken away my Birth-right, (that is, formerly) 
and nom he hath taken away my rh ng alſo, 
Gen. 27. 36. Secondly, Now this being thus 
conſidered, Icame again to the Apoſtle, to ſe 
waat might be the Mind of God, in a New 
Teſtament: 
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Teſtament Stile and Senſe concerning Efat's 
Sin; and ſo fir as I could conceive, this was 
the Mind of God, That whe Birth-right ſiani— 
fed Regeneration, and the Bleſſing, the Eter- 
nal Inheritance; tor ſo the Apoſtle ſeems to 
hint, Le## there be any Prophane Perſon, as E- 
ſav, who for a Xorſel of Meat ſold his Birth. 
right; as if he ſhould ſay, that ſhall caſt off 
all thoſe bleſſed beginnings of God that at 
preſent are upon him, in order to a Nzw |} 
Birth, left they become as Eſa, even be re- 
jected afterwards, when they ſhould inherit 
the Bleſſing. 

227. For many there are, who in the Day | 
of Grace and Mercy, deſpiſe thoſe things 
which are indeed the Birth-right to Heaven, 
who yet when the declining Days appears, 
will cry as loud as Eſau, Lora, Lord, open to 
tus, but then, as Iſauc would not Repent, no 
more will God the Father, but will fay, / 
have bleſſed theſe, yer, and they ſhall be bleſſea; 
but as for you, depart, you are Workers of Ini. 
, Gen. 27. 32. Luke 13. 25, 26,27- 
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228. When ] had thus conhidered theſ: 
Scriptures, and found that thus to under- 
ſtand them, was not againſt, but according 
to other Scriptures ; this ſtill added further 
to my Encouragement and Comfort, and allo 
gave a great Blow to that Objection, to wit, 
That the Scriptures could not agree in the Sl. 
dation of my Soul. And now remained only 
the hinder part of the Tempeſt, for, the 
Thunder was gone beyond me, only ſome 

| Drops 
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ſome 
rob 
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Drops did ſtill remain, that now and then 
would fall upon me; but becauſe my foymer 
rights and Anguiſh were very tore and deep, 
therefore it oft befell me ſtill, as it befalleth 
thoſe that have been ſcared with Fire, I 
thonght every Voice was Ire, Fire; every 
little touch would hurt my tender Con- 
Kiehics. : 

229. But one Day, as | was paſſing into 
the Field, and that too with ſome Daſhes on 
my Conſcience, fearing leſt yet all was not 
right, ſuddenly this Sentence fell upon my 
Soul, Thy Righteouſaucſs is in Heaven; and 
methought withal, I ſaw with the Eyes of 


ny Soul, Jeſus Chriſt at God's Right Hand; 


there, I ay, was my Righteouſneſs; ſo that 
where ever IJ was, or whatever I was doing, 
God could not {ay of me, He wants my Righ- 
:couſneſs, for that was juſt before him. I 
{© kw moreover, that it was not my good 
Erame of Heart that made my Righteouſneſs 
better, nor yet my bad Frame that made my 
Righteouſneſs worſe, for my Righteouſneſs 
was Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, The ſame Tefterday, 
% Day, and for ever, Heb. 13. 8. 

220. Now did my Chains fall off my Legs 
'1deed, I was looſed from my A Hictions and 
irons, my Temptations alſo fled away; fo 
that from that time thoſe dreadful Scriptures 
of God left off to trouble me; now went I 


ſo home re?oycing, for the Grace and Love 


of God; fo whfi J came home, I looked to | 
ce if I could find that Sentence, Thy Righte- } 
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ouſneſs is in Heaven; but could not find fach 8 
ſaying, wherefore my Heart began to fink a. = | 
gain, only that was brought to my Remem.- 
brance. 1 Cor. 1. 33. He is made unto us of Wnt 
Goa, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Santtification,and Gy 
Redemption; by this Word I ſaw the other Irie 
Sentence true. 5s 

231. For by this Scripture I ſaw that the 6. 
Man Chriſt Jeſus, as he is diſtin& from us, m) 


as touching his Bodily Preſence, fo he is our 
Rizhteouſneſs and Sanctification before God, 
here therefore I lived, tor {ome time, very Inis 
ſweetly at Peace with God through Chriſt; N 
Oh methought Chriſt ! Chriſt ! there was no- Age 
thing but Chriſt that was before my Eyes, 1 
was not now (only) for looking upon this and lg, 
the other Benefits of Chriſt apart, as of his 
Blood, Burial, or Reſurrection, but conſide- 
ring him as a whole Chriſt | as he in whom 
all theſe, and all other his Vertues, Relati- 
ons, Offices and Operations met together, II. 
and that he fat on the Right Hand of God in I. 
Heaven. eq 
232. 'Twas Glorious to me to ſee his Ex- 
altation, and the Worth and Prevalency of 
all his Benefits, and that becauſe now I could 
look from my ſelf to him, and ſhould reck- 
on, that all thoſe Graces of God that now 
were green on me, were yet but like thoſe 
crack'd Groats and Fourpence-haltpennies 
that Rich Men carry in their Purſes, when 
their Gold is in their Trunks at Home ! Oh, 
T 1 aw my Gold was in my Trunk at Home! lo 
77 | x t 
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Chriſt my Lord and Saviour! Now Chriſt was 
ll; all my Wildom, all my Righteonlneſs,all 
my Sanctification, and all my Redemption. 
233. Further, the Lord did alſo. lead me 
into the Myſtery of Union with the Son of 
God, that I was joyned to him, that I was 
Fleſh of his Fleſh, and Bone of his Bone, and 
now was that a ſweet Word to me, in Eph. 
5. 30. By this alſo was my Faith in him, as 


Imy Righteouſneſs, the more confirmed in 


me; for if he and I were one, then his 
Rignteouſneſs was mine, his Merits mine, 
his Victory alſo mine. Now could I ſee 


ny ſelf in Heaven and Earth at once; in 


Heaven by my Chriſt, by my Head, by my 
Kighteouſneſs and Life, though on Earth by 
Body or Perſon. | | 

234. Now I ſaw Chriſt Jeſus was looked 
on of God; and ſhould alſo be looked upon 
by us, as that Common or Publick Perſon, 
in whom all the whole Body of his Ele& are 


$:191s to be conſidered and reckoned; that 


we {fulfilled the Law by him, died by him, 
role from the Dead by him, got the Victory 
ver Sin, Death, the Devil, and Hell, by 
im; when he died, we died, and ſo of his 
Reſurrection. Thy dead Men ſhall liue tage- 
ther, with ny dead Body ſhall they ariſe, ſaith 
he, Ja 26. And again, After two Days he 
will revive us, and the third Day we ſhall live 
in /;s Sight,Hoſea 6. 2. Which is now fulfilled 
y the ſitting down of the Son of Man on the 
tight Hand of the Majeſty in the Heavens, 

According 
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according to that to the Epheſians, Fe hathMye! 
raiſed us up together, aud made us fit together fru 
in Heavenly Places in Chriſt Jeſus, Eph. 2.6. Nis 

235. Ah, theſe bleſſed Conſiderations andi, 
Scriptures, with many other of like Nature Nuoc 
were in thoſe Days made to ſpangle in mine 
Eye, fo that l have cauſe to ſay, Praiſe ye the 
Lord God in his Santtuary, Praiſe him in th 
Firmament of tis Power, Praiſe him for hi 
mighty Acts, Praiſe him according to his en- 
cellent Greatneſs, Plalm 105. 1, 2. 

236. Having thus in few Words given you 
a Taſte of the Sorrow and Affliction that on 
Soul went under, by the Guilt and Terrogp©: 
that thus my wicked Thought did lay mga 
under; and having given you alſo a Touch offi: ; 
my Deliverance therefrom, and of the ſweetſher) 
and bleſſed Comfort that I met with after 
wards, which Comfort dwelt about a T welw 2: 
Month with my Heart, to my unſpeakableÞuc 
Admiration ; I will now, (God willing) bet 
fore I proceed any further, give you in a WordFre « 
or two, what, as I conceive, was the Cause 
of this Temptation; and alio after that, wh *: 
Advantage, at the laſt, it became unto m 
Soul. 

237. For the Canſes, I conceived the 
were principally two: Oi which two allo! 
was deeply convinced all the time this Trou 
ble lay upon me. The firſt was, for that re 
did not, when I was delivered from thi 
Temptation that went before, ſtill pray t 


God to keep me from Temptations tha 
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- thaFch thee, Reader, that thou learn to beware 
welt | 


gere to come; for though, as I can fay in 


lis Tryal ſeized me. Yet then I prayed on- 
7 


ter wards was not enough to do; I alfo 


Tenptation to come; For then, faith he, 


re cone boldly unto the Throne of Grace, that 
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ruth, my Soul was much in Prayer before 


or at the moſt, principally, for the re- 
oval of preſent Troubles, and for freſh Dif- 
weries of his Love in Chriſt ! which I ſaw 


ould have prayed, that the great God would 
rep me from the Evil taat was to come. 

228, Of this I was made deeply ſenſible by 
he Prayer of Holy David, who when he 
ras under preſent Mercy, yet prayed that 
104 would hold him back from Sin and 


bal be upright, and 1 ſhall be innocent from 
le creat Tranſgreſſion, Pſalm 19. 13. By this 
er) Word was J galled and condemnedquite 
rough this long Temptation. | 

230. That alſo was another Word that did 
nuch condemn me for my Folly, in the neg- 
ct of this Duty, Heb. 4. 16. Let us there- 


je may obtain Mercy, and find Grace to help 
time of need: This I had not done, and 
herefore was thus ſuffered to Sin and Fall, 
cording to what is written, Pray that ye 
wer not into Temptation: And truly this very 
ing is to this Day of ſuch weight and awe 
pon me, that I dare not, when I come be- 


Fre the Lord, go off my Knees until I in- 
eit him for Help and Mercy againſt the 
Wenptations that are to come; and I do be- 
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but her Pangs were taken from her, and ſhꝗ 


un the Morning, it came upon me again, eve ad; 
whatlhad ſaid in my Heart the laſt Night, an, 
how the Lord had ſhewed me, that he knei 
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of my Negligence, by the Afflictions that fy 
this thing I did for Days, and Months, ane 
Tears, with Sorrow undergo. 

240. Another Cauſe of this Temptatio 
Was, that I had tempted God; and on thi 
Manner did I do it: Upon a time my Wit 
was great with Child, and before her fil 
Time was come, her Pangs, as of a Womy 
in Travel, were fierce and ſtrong upon her 
even as if ſhe would have immediately falle 
in Labour, and been delivered of an untime 
ty Birth: Now at this very time it was, that 
I had been fo ſtrongly tempted to queſtin 
the Being of God; wheretfore, as my Wil 
lay erying by me, I ſaid, but with all Secrec 
imaginable, even thinking in my Heart, Lor 
F now thou wilt remove this ſad Aft 
from my Wife, and cauſe that ſhe be iroutli 
no more therewith tlis Night, (and now wer 
her Pangs juſt upon her) then 7 ſhall kun 
that thou cant diſcern the mos ſecret Thou. 
of the Heart. 

241. I . had no ſooner faid it in my Heart; 


was caſt into a deep Sleep, and fo continued til 
Morning; at this I greatly marvelled, no, ; 
knowing what to think; but after I had bee 
awake a good while, and heard her cry 1 
more, I fell to Sleep alſo; ſo when I awake, 


my ſecret Thoughts, which wasa Break 4 
3 8 oni 
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t fo honiſmment unto me for ſeveral Weeks after. 


an 2. Well, about a Year and a half after- 


TT 


ds, that wicked ſinful Thought, of which 
ation have ſpoken before, went through my 
 thift.icked Heart, even this Thought, Let Christ 
Wi, ;* be wil; fo when I was fallen under 
ful nt for this, the Remembrance of my o- 
omat.r Thought, and of the Effect thereof, 
 herflould alſo come upoa me with this Retort, 
tallenich alſo carried Rebuke along with it, 
tunen you may ſec that God doth know the most 
tha uret Thoughts of the Heart. 
eſtion 243. And with this, that of the Paſſages 
Wüßzut were betwixt the Lord, and his Servant 
wie, eon, fell upon my Spirit; how becauſe 
2 ut Gideon tempted God with his Fleece, 
„n Wet and Dry, when he ſhould have 
JULLL 
wen 


Anon 


1 


0 


hre the Lord did atterwards ſo try him, as 
0 ſend him againſt an innumerable Compa- 
of Enemies: And that too, as to out- 
url appearance, without any ſtrength or 
Clean ip, Judges 6. 7. Thus he ſerved me, and 
1d et juſtly, for 1 ſhould have believed his 
ed tl Vord, and not to have put an F upon the 
l, in l- ſceingneſs of God. 

d bee 244. And now to ſhew you ſomething of 
ye Advantages that I alſo have gained by 
wake. Temptation; and firſt, by this I was 
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* * ude continually to poſſeſs. in my Soul a very 
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ory of God, and of his beloved Son; in 
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clieved and ventured upon his Words, there- 
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was perplexed with Unbelief, Blaſphemy 
Hardneſs of Heart, Queſtions about the 8! 
ing of God, Chriſt, the Truth of the Wort 
and certainty of the World to come; | ſry mi 
then I was greatly aſſaulted, and tormenteY# 
with Atheiſm, but novy the Caſe was otherffl.. 
wiſe, now was God and Chriſt continualiil ee 
before my Face, though not in a Way n. 
Comfort, but in a Way of exceeding Dreaf!": 
and Terror. The Glory of the  Holinek of"! 
God, did at this time break me to pieces! 
and the Bowels and Compa ſſion of Chriff!'- 
did break me as on the Wheel; for I coul ful 
not conſider him, but as a loſt and rejecteſ mi 
Chriſt, the Remembrance of which, was Not 
the continual breaking of my Bones. 

245. The Scriptures . allo were wonderf 
things unto me; I ſaw that the Truth a 
Verity of them, were the Keys of the Kin 
dom of Heaven; thoſe that the Scriptuſ ©? 
Favour, they muſt inherit Bliſs; but bh ©» 
that they oppoſe and condemn, mult peril iro 
for ever more: Oh this Word, For the e 
tures cannot be broken, would rend the Ca * 4 
of my Heart; and ſo would that othꝗ e 
whoſe Sins ye remit, they are remitted; | 
whoſe Sins ye retain, they are retained; No 
1 ſaw the Fe oſtles to be the Elders of . - 
City of Refuge, Joſhua 20. 4. thoſe that ti 
were to receive in, were received to Life; 
thoſe that they ſhut out, were to be (hn: 
the Avenger of Blood. ne 

246. Oh! one Sentence of the Scriptures! 
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more afflict and terrify my Mind, I mean thoſe 


61z2nces that ſtood againſt me (as ſometimes 
thought they every one did) more, Lay, 


uin an Army of Forty Thouſand Men that 


night come againſt me. Woe be to him a- 
inſt whom the Scriptures bend themſelves. 

247. By this SE | was made to 
ce more into the Nature of the Promiſes, . 
thin ever I was before; for I lying now 
trembling under the Mighty Hand of God, 
contiaually torn and rent by the Thundering 
of his Juſtice z this made me, with careful 


Heart, and watchtul Eye, with great Fear- 
MfulneS, to turn over every Leaf, and with 


much Diligence, mixed with Trembling, to 
conſider every Sentence, together with its 
natural Force and Latitude. | 

248, By this Temptation alſo, I was great- 
ly holden off my former fooliſh Practice, of 


putting by the Word of Promiſe when it 


came into my Mind; for now, though I 
could not ſuck that Comfort and Sweetneſs 
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46 


| labour to take the Word as God hath laid iii. 
| down, without reftraining the natural Fore ki: 
1 of one Sillible thereof: O what did I now tie 
ii in th t bleſſed ſixtu of Joh, And him tha ve 
| comes to pits, I will in no wiſe cast out, Toh 
6. zo. Now I began to conſider with Ta 


ſelf, that God hath a higzer Mouth to ſpea] be 
with, than I had a Heart to conceive with Y /{ 
I thought alfo with my ſelf, that he ſpak enoſ o 
his Words in haſte, or in an unadviſedHeat Is, 
but with infinite Widom and Judgment, and n 
in very Truth and Faithfnineis, 2 Sam. 3.29 
250. I ſhowid in theſe Days, often in mi 
greateft Agonies, even flounce towards thq; te: 
Promile, (as the Horſes do towards ſound 2. 
Ground, that yet ſtick in the Mire (concluqi 
ding, (though as oue almoſt bereft of hig}C 
Wits through Fear) on this I will reſt and” 
ſtay, and leave the fulfilling of it to the GogY'-* 
of Heaven that made it. Oh! many a pul”: 
hath my Heart had with Satan, for that ble: 
fed Sixth of John; 1 did not now, as at of © 
ther times, look principally for Comfort 
(though, O how welcome would it have been 
"unto me!) But now a Word, a Word to: 
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lean a weary Soul upon, that it might no” 
fink for ever! 'twas that I hunted for. | 


251. Yea, often when T have been making 
to the Promiſe, I have ken as if the Lord 
would refuſe my Soul for ever; I was often" 
as if I had run upon the Pikes, and as if th! 
Lord had thruſt at me, to keep me from“ 
him, as with a flaming Sword. Then wee 
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Fink of Fer, who went to Petition the 
King contrary to the Law, Eſther 4. 16. 1 
tongat alſo of Berhadad's Servants, who 
nent with Ropes upon their Heads to their 
Fnemies for Mercy, 1 Kings 20. 31. &c. 
Tie Woman of Canaan allo, that would not 
de daunted, thongh called Dog by Chrilt, 
Mat. 1. 22, Cc. and the Man that went to 
borrow Bread at Mid-night, Luke 1. 5, 6, 7, 

were great Encouragements unto: 
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252, I never ſw thoſe Heights and Depths 
in Grace, and Love, and Mercy, as I ſaw A 


ITaC 
ter this Temptation! great Sins to draw out 
welt Grace; and where Guilt is moſt ter- 
rhle and fierce, there the Mercy of God in 
Cariſt, when ſhewed to the Soul, appear 
"oſt High and Miahty; when Job had paſ- 
d through his Captivity, he had twice a 
nuch as he had before, Job 42. 10. Bleſſed 
be God for Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Many. 
cher things I might here make Obſervation 
of, bat I would be brief, and therefore ſhall 
it this time omit them, and do pray God 
tut my Harms may make others fear to Of- 
{-11, leſt they allo be made to bear the Iron 
10kg as | did. | 

ad two or three times, at or about my 
Deliverance from this Temptation, ſuch 
range Apprehenſions of the Grace of God, 
tat I conid hardly bear up under it, it was 
{ ont of meaſure Amazing, when I thought 
it could reach me, that 1 do think if that 
F 4 Sence 
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Sence of it had abode long upon me, it would Te 
have made me uncapable for buſineſs. Ca 

252. Now ſhall go forward to give you ff cat 
Relation of other of the Lord's Dealing - 
with me, at ſundry other Seaſons, and of thꝗ of 
Temptations I then did meet withal. I thai Ea 
begin with what JI met with when I firſt didi m) 
joyn in Fellowſhip with the People of God m, 
in Bedford. Aſter J had propounded to the | |: 
Church, that my defire was to walk in tha bie 
Order and Ordinances of Chriſt with them. I na: 
and was alſo admitted by them: While Il th: 
thought of that blefled Ordinance of Chriſt I th: 
which was his laſt Supper with his Diſcipledſ] Tr 
before his Death, that Scripture Do this nll 
Remembrance of me, Luke 22. 19. was made} nit 
a very precious Word unto me: For by ii Sr 
the Lord did come down upon my Conſciq wi 
ence with the diſcovery of his Death for my In 
Sins; and as I then felt, did as if he plunged N. 
me in the Vertue of the fame. But, behold {1 
I had not been long a partaker at that Ord- di. 
nance, but ſuch fierce and fad Temptation, didff {; 
attend me at all times therein, both to Bla 
pheme the Ordinance, and to wiſh ſome C 
deadly thing to thoſe that then did eat there} of 
of: That leſt 1 ſhould at any time be guilty t: 
of conlenting to theſe wicked and fearful 
Thoughts, I was forced to bend niy elf, all 
the while, to pray to God to keep me from 
ſuch Blaſphemies : And alſo to cry to God to 
bleſs the Bread and Cup to them, as it were 
from Mouth to Mouth. The reaſon 5 this 
| em 
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Temptation, I have thought ſince, Was, be- 
cnſe I did not with that Reverence as be- 
ame me at firft approach to partake thereof. 

254. Thus I continued for Three Quarters 
of a Year, and could never have Reſt nor 
Eaſe : But at the laſt the Lord came in upon 
my Soul with that ſame Scripture, by which, 
my Soul was viſited before : And after that, 
have been uſually very well and comforta- 
die in the partaking of that bleſſed Ordi- 
nance, and have, I truſt, therein diſcerned 
the Lord's Body, as broken for my Sins, and 
that his preciousBlood hath been ſhed for my 
Tranſgreſſions. 

255. Upon a time I was ſomething incli- 
ning to a Conſumption, whrewith about the 
Spring, I was ſuddenly and violently ſeized 


with much Weakneſs in my outward Man: 


lnſomuch that I thought I could not live. 
Now began 1 afreſh to give my ſelf up to a 
rions Examination after my State and Con- 
dition for the future, and of my Evidences 
{vr that bleſſed World to come: For it hath, 
| ble the Name of God, been my uſual 
Courſe, as always, fo eſpecially in the Day 
of Affliction, to endeavour to keep my In- 
tzreſt inLife to come, clear before mine Eyes. 

256, But I had no ſooner began to recall to 
Mind my former Experience, of the Good- 
nels of God to my Soul, but there came 
locking into my Mind, an innumerable Com- 
pany of my Sins and Tranſgreſſions, amongſt 
Waich theſe were at 25 time moſt to my 
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Affliction, Namely, my 8 Duinek,, | 
and Coldne(s in my Holy Duties; my Wan- 
drings of Heart, of my Wearifomneſs in all 
good things, my want of Love to God, his 
Ways and Peco ple, W - this at the end of all, 


Are theſe the Fruits « ef Chriſtianity ? Are the Fl 
22 Tokens of a bleſſed Jau? 


257. At the Apprehenſions of theſe things, 
my Sickneſs was doubled upon me, for now!] 
was fick in my inward 1 my Soul was 


clogged with Guilt; now alſo was my for- 


mer Experience of God's Goodneſs to ime, 


quite taken out of my Mind and hid as if they 
had never been, or ſeen: Now was my Sou 
greatly pitched bet Ween theſe two Confiders- 
tions, Live 1 must not, Die 1 dare not: 
Now TI ſunk and fell in my Spi e 3 Was 
giving up all for loſt; but as I was walking up 
and down in the Hou tie, as a Man ma molt 
woiul State, that Word of God took hold 
of ny Heart, le are Ju [tified freciy b; 
his Gr:ce, through the + Redemption rhat 15 it 
Chrift feſus, Rom. 3. 24. But Oh what a 
turn it made upon me! 

258. Now was 1 2s one awaked out Oi 
ſome troubleſome Sleep and Dream; and lift 
ning to this Heavenly Ces 1 was as 
J had heard It thus bs "Ken to ne, diner, the 
22 est, that bec: auſe of th 95 Sins and Tits: mi 
ties, / CHI ſave thy K 5211 ? C4. Fchvld, li 
_ 7s by me, and upon him 1 look 7 4 2d mot oi 
thee, and deal with thee according as aun 
pleaſed with Hin. At this 1 Was Fre. ity 8 
lig htned 


— —— 
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eb, entne d in my Mind, and made to under- 
an- tand, that God bY 10 juſtify a Sinner at any 
alt e it was but his looking upon Chriſt, and 
his Ninpating of his Bene fits to us, and the Work 
Was forthwith done. 
5% 259. And as I was thus in a Muſe, that 
ire allo came with great Power upon 
nes 1) > A it, ot by os ks of Rignteouſa efs that 
we 1} 134 7 £46 40 Ex: but uccoraize to his Mercy he 
was y ! ed 1 Fs, wa I. 9. Tit. 3. 5. 
for- Now wa 512 got On Ilie gh, : {aw my ſelf with | 
t ms of Grace and Mercy, and though 
they !! dhe afraid to think of a dying Hour, 
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Soul yet now I cried, Let me die: Now Death 
ler- lovely and beautiful in my Sight, for 1 
wor e ſhall never live indeed.till we be gone to 
was] ter Horld. On, methouęhts this Life 
8 U bj. hut; e wer, in comparifon of that a- 
voſt[ ez at this time alſo hw more in thoſe 
held Lleirs of Goa, ( "Rom 8. 17.) than 
T7 RES ball be ab le to ex preis while 1 live in 
J i bas Wor id > 1617S oj Cod! God himſelf is 


at adde Portion of the Saints. This I aw and 


t og OAT 

i 260. Age in, as I was at another time very 

ac ill and weak, all that time ailo the Tempter 
thou did d b Me Itrongly, ( for 1 find he 1 15 much 


mo bor ackeltins the Soul, when it begins to 
pproach towards the Grave, then is, his 
Wy Opp ortunity) labouring to hide from me 
2 former R af God's Good-- 
„ens; allo ſetting before me the Terrors of 
Deaths, 
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Death, and the Judgment of God, inſomuch! 


that at this time, through my fear of Mi. 


carrying for ever (ſhould I now die) I WIS 


as one dead before Death came, and was as! 
it J had felt my ſelf already defcending into 


the Pit; methoughts I ſaid, there was no 
way but to Hell 1 muſt; but behold, juſt! 
as | was in the miaſt of thoſe Fears, theſe 
Words of the Angel's carrying Lazarus into] 
48 


Avraham's Bolom darted in upon me, 


Who ſhould ſay, So it ſhall be with thee, when 


thou do$t leave this World. This did pweetly 
revive my Spirits, and help me to hope in 
God; which when J had with Comfort muled| 


on a while, that Word fell with great weigat 
upon my Mind, O Death, where is thy Sting 
Grave where is thy Victory? 1 Cor. 15. 55. 
At this I became both well in Body and Mind 
at once, for my Sickneſs did preſently vaniſh 


and I walked comfortably in my Work for 


God again. 


261. At another time, though, jult before, 


1 was pretty well and ſavoury in my Spirit, 


yet ſuddenly there fell upon me a great 
Cloud of Darkneis, which did fo hide from 
me the things of God and Chriſt, that I was 
as if I had never {een or known them in my 
Life: I was alſo ſo over-run in my Soul with 
a ſenſcleſs heartleſs frame of Spirit, that! 
could not feet my Soul to move or ſtir after 
Grace and Life by Chiu; I was as if my 


Loins were broken, or as if my Hands and 


Feet had bzen tied or bound with Chal 
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at this time alſo I felt ſome Weaknels to 
{:iz2 upon my outward Man, which made 
{till the other Affliction the more heavy and 
uncomfortable to me. 

262. After I had been in this Condition 
ome three or four Days, as I was fitting by 
the Fire, I ſuddenly felt this Word to found 
in my Heart, I mut go to Jeſus at this my 
ſormer Darkneſs and Atheiſm fled away, 
and the bleſſed things of Heaven were ſet 
within my view. While I was on this ſud- 
den thus overtaken with ſurprize, Wife, {aid 
I, is there ever ſuch a Scripture, I mut go 
t Jeſs ? ſhe ſaid, ſhe could not tell; there- 
fore | ſtood muſing ſtill, to ſee if I could re- 
member ſuch a Place; I had not fat above 
two or three Minutes, but that came bolting 
in upon me, Aud to an iunumerable Cimpany 
of Azxels ; and withal, Hebrews the Twelfth, 
about the Mount Sion was {et before mine 
Lyes, Heb. 12. 22, 245 244+ - | 

262. Then with Joy 1 told my Wife, 0 
now I know, I kniw! But that Night was a 
good Night to me, l never had but few better; 
[ longed for the Company of ſome of God's 
People, that I mig 1t nave imparted uato them, 
what God had ſhewed me, Chriſt was a pre- 


cious Chriſt to my Soul that Night, I could) | 


ſcarce lie in my Bed for Joy, anc Peace, aud 
Triumph, through Chriſt; this great Glory 
did not continue upon me until Morning, 
yet the-twelfth of the Author to the Ho 

Hep, 
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row this bleſſed Sentence, the Lord led me Vf dz 
over and over, firſt to this Word, and then II in 
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265. A ND TOW iam [DCA A400) mv Expe 
, rience. Iwill in this Place. thruſt: tl 
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the Word, and of God's dealing with mein v 
tnat Particular alſo: For after 1 15 been n 
about five or tis Years aww 5 ened, and bebe . 
my: 


Na Word or burg concerning my Preaching 0 
; 


; * 
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my ſelf to fee both the Want and Worth of 
ſeſus Chriſt, our Lord,and alſo inabled to ven- 
ture my Soul upon him: Some of the moſt 
able among the Saints with us, I ay, the 
noſt ableſt for 4udzment, and HolinzS of 
Life, as they conceived, aid perceive that 
God had counted me worthy to underſtand 
omething of his Will in his holy and bleſſed 
Word, and had given me utterance in ſome. 
Meaſure, to expreſs what I ſaw, to others 
r Edification; therefore they defired me, 
ind that with much earneſtneis, that I would 


be willing, at ſometimes, to take in Hand, 


in one of the Meetings, to ſpeak a Word of 
Exnortation unto them. 

266. The which, though at the firſt it did 
mach daſh and abaſh my Spirit, vet being 
ill by them defired and intreated, I cdn+ 
ented to their Requeſt, and did twies at 
two ſeveral Aſſemblies, (but in private) 
though with much Weakneſs and Infirmity, 
difcover my Gift amoneſt them; at which 
they not only ſeemed to be, but did {olemn- 
ly proteſt, as in the Sight of the great God, 
they were both affected and comforted, and 
dave Thanks to the Father of Mercies, for 
tie Grace beſtowed on me. 

267. After this, ſometimes, when ſome of 


— 
* 


911 » 
* 


them did go into the Country to teach, they 


would alſo that I ſhonld go with them; 
wazre tnougn, as yet I did not, nor durſt 
not, make uſe of my Gift in an open Wye 

more privately ſtill, as I came amonęſt the 
gOOd 


* 


126 Erace albunding 
good People in thoſe Places, I did ſometimes 
{peak a Word of Admonition unto them al. 
0; the which they, as the other, received, 
with rejoycing at the Mercy of God to me- 
ward, profeiting their Souls were edified 
thereby. | 

268. Wherefore, to be brief, at laſt, be- 
ing ill defired by the Church, after ſome 
ſolemn Prayer to the Lord, with Faſting, I 


pointed to a more ordinary and publick 
Preaching the Word, not only to, and a- 
mongſt them that believed, but alſo to of- 


received the Faith thereof: About which 
time I did evidently find in my Mind, a 
ſecret pricking forward thereto; though, l 
bleſs God, not for deſire of vain Glory, for 
dt that time I was moſt forely afflicted with 
= the fiery Darts of the Devil, concerning my 
Eternal State. 
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leſs I was found ia the Exerciſe of my Gift, 
unto which alſo I was greatly animated, not 
only by the continual Deſires of the Godly, 


ee that helpeth with us, and labouret h, 1 Cor. 
106. 15, 10. | 


270, 


was more particularly called forth, and ap- 


fer the Goſpel to tho& who had not yet 


269. But yet could not be content, un- 


— 


to the Chief of Sinners. 127 
270. By this Text I was made to ſee that 
th: Holy Ghoſt never intended that Men who 


hve Gifts and Abilities, ſhould bury them 


in the Earth, but rather did command and 


ſtir up ſuch to the Exerciſe of their Gift, 


and alfo did commend thoſe that were apt 
and ready ſo to do, They have addicted them- 
ſclves to the Miniſtry of the Saints: This Scrip- 
ture, in theſe Days, did continually run in 


Iny Mind, to incourage me, and ſtrengthen 


me in this my Work for God; I have alſo 
been encouraged from ſeveral other Scriptures 


and Examples of the Godly, both ſpecified 
n the Word, and other ancient Hiſtories, 


Acts 8. 4. and 18, 24, 25. 1 Pet. 4. 10. Rom. 
12.6. Fox's Acts and Mon. 3 
271. Wherefore, though of my ſelf, o 
ill the Saints the moſt unworthy, yet I, but 
with great Fear and Trembling at the fight of 
my own Weakneſs; did ſet upon the Work, 
ind did according to my Gift, and the pro- 
portion of my Faith, Preach that bleſſed 
Goſpel that God has ſhewed me in the holy 
Word of Truth: Which when the Couatry 
underſtood; they came in to hear the Word 
by Hundreds, and that from all Parts, though 
upon divers and ſundry Accounts. 


272. And I thank God, he gave unto me. | 
{ome meaſure of Bowels and Pity for their 


Souls, which alſo did put me forward to H- 
bour, with great Diligence and Earneftnefs, 
to find out ſuch a Word as might, if God 


would bleſs it, lay hold of, and awaken the 


Con- 
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FW=Tonſience, in Which alſo the good Lord had! 
rept to the defire of his Servant; for! 
had not preached long, before ſome began to 


2d Grace aboundin g 


hg! aw 
3 WWE a 
Jeſus Chriſt, 


ſhould ſpeak by me to the Heart of any Man, 
ſtill counting my ſelf unworthy, yet thoſe 
Who thus were touched, would love me and 
have a particular reſpect for m2; and though 
| did put it from me, that they ſhould he 
awakened by me, {till they would confeſs it, 
and affirm it before the Saints of God; they 
would alſo bleſs God for me (unworthy 
Wretch th:t I am !) and count me God's In- 
ſtrument, that ſhewed to thein the way of 
Salvation, | 
274, Wherefore ſeeing them in both their 


1 


Words and Deeds to be ſo conſtant, and alſo 


Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, reioycing that 
ever God did fend me where they were; 
then 1 began to conclude it misht be fo, tat 
God had owned in his Work {ach a fooliſh 
one as I, and then came that Word of God 


12 277 bo , L3 c 12 12297 
to my Heart, with much hweet Refreſhment, 
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Tears of thoſe whom Goa dic 


did awake 


2, * : 

de touched, and be greatly affiited in 
214 * 128 42 * + 88 7 N 
their Minds, at the apprehenſion of the 
v- ” 1 5 1. . 1 » VEN: 1 ; * 7 3 1 1 
greatneis of their Sin, and of their need of 


273. Bur I firſt could not believe that God 


1 


in their Hearts ſo earnzſily preſſing after the} 


and 


my Preaching, would be both Solace and En 


0 


Say 
* 1 Ane 


' 
+ 7 


to the Chief of Sinners. 
a:agement to me; for I, thought on thoſe 


chat is mage ſirry by me ? 2 Cor. 


22. and aga! 1, Trough be not an. Areſile to 


(ti 


2 + 


4 
/ 

05 2. The fe tnings 5 therefore, 
ron 


—— 


re, jet dountle , JI am vors you, for the 

of In ry Ap? ſtlejh-p are ye in the Lora, 1 Tore 

were as another 

ro ment unto me, that God had called me 
nd ſtood by me in this Work. 

76. In my Pr eaching of the Word, 1 


took ent Notice of this one thing, name- 


\ 


i 


0 That the Tord did lead me to begin 


nere his Word begins with Sinners; that 
to, condema all Fleſh. and to open and 
leds ze, that the Curſe of God by the Law, 


Gta belong to, and lay hold on 1 Men as 


fl, 
& 


N. 


great ſenſe, for the Terr 
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277 Indeed I have 
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icy come into the World, 


uit and Terror, e 


harm at Up — 
herons 177 writs 


de this part of my Work I fulfilled with 

rs of the Law, and 

wilt for my Tranſęreſſions, lay heavy on my 

oe, | preached what 1 felt, what I 
* did feel, even that under which 

r Soul did groan and tremble to Alto 

426k 

been as one ſent to 

fem from the Dead; I went my If in 


niins, to Preach to them in Chains; and 
ed that Fire in my own Conſcience, that 
| per ede them to beware of. I can truly 


and that without Diſſembling, that when 
have been to Preach, [ hy ve gone full of 
ven to the P ulpit Door, 


1 


ngs, W 70 rs he that maketh me glad, but 


* 


ge. 


and 1 
7 
4 


me off my Work. 

278. Thus I went for the {pace of twoll £ 
Years, crying out againit Mens Sins, and} : 
their fearful State becauſe of them. After It 
which, the Lord came in upon my ownf !! 
Soul, with ſome ſure Peace and Comfort 
through Chriſt; for he did give me many} \ 
ſweet Diſcoveries of his bleſſed Grace tho- *: 
row him : Wherefore now I altered in my 
Preachins, (for ſtill I preached what I faw 
and felt) now therefore I did much labour it 
to hold with Jeſus Chrift in all his Offices, * 
Relations and Benefits unto the World, and n 
did ſtrive alſo to diſcover, to condemn, and h 
remove thoſe falſe Supports and Props on 
which the World doth both lean, and by 
them fall and periſh. On theſe things allo If 4 
ſaid as long as on the other. | z1 
279. After this, God led me into ſome- © 
thing of the Myitery of the Union of Chriſt de 


Wherefore that I diſcovered and ſhewed 4 
"to them alſo. And, when I had travelled w 
through theſe three chief Points of the Word */ 

of God, about the ſpace of five Years off te 
mae was caught in my preſent Practice, and 
raft into Priſon, where 1 have lain above 1 - 
597 on 


fPreaching. 


make the Word effectuil to the ſalvation of 


| Wherefore I ſhall labour ſo to ſpeak the Word, 


, \ "24 
to the Chief of Sinners. 13x 


long again to confirm the Truth by way of 
Suffering, as I was before in Teſtifying of it 
according to the Scriptures, in a way of 


288. When I have been Preaching, I 
thank God, my Heart hath oiten, all the 
time of this and the other Exercile, with 
ereat earneſtnels cried to God that he would 


the Soul; ſtill being grieved leſt the Enemy 
ſhould take the Word away from the Con- 
ſcience, and ſo it ſhould become unfruitful : 


as that thereby, if it were poſſible, the Sin and 
Perſon guilty might be particularized by it. 

281. Alſo when J have done the Exerciſe, 
it hath gone to my Heart, to think the Word 
mould now fall asRain on Stony Places, {till 
withing from my Heart, O that they who 
have heard me ſpeak this Day, did but ſee as 
| do, what Sin, Death, Hell, and the Curſe of 
God is; and alſo what the Grace, and Love, 
and Mercy of God is, thorow Chriſt, to Men 
in ſuch a Caſe as they are, who are yet 
eſtranged from him. And indeed, I did of- 
ten fay in my Heart before the Lord, That if 
Tbe hanged up preſently before their Eyes, 
would be a means to awaken them, and confirm 
_ in the Truth, 1 gladly ſhould be con- 
tented. 


132 Grace abounding 
as if an Angel of God had ſtood by at my 


Back to encourage me; Oh, it hath been| 
with ſuch Power and heavenly Evidenceupon 

my own Soul, while I have been labouring | 
to unfold it, to demonſtrate it, and to faſten | 
it upon the Conſciences of others; that I 
could not be contented with ſay ing, J believe 
and am ſure > methought I was more than 
ſure (it it be lawtul to expreſs my ſelf) that 
thoſe things which when I aſſerted, were 


true. 


283. When I went firſt to Preach the 


Word Abroad, the Doctors and Prieſts of 
the Country did open; wide againſt me: 


But I Was perſwaded of this, not to render | 


Railing for Railing, but to ſee how many of 


their Carnal Profeſſors I could convince of | 
their miſerable State by the Law, and of the 


want and worth of Chriſt; for thought l, 
This ſhall anſwer for me in time to come, when 


they ſhall be for my Hire before their Face, 


Gen. 30. 33. 

284. I never cared to meddle with things 
that were controverted, and in Diſpute 4. 
mong the Saints, eſpecially things of the 
lowelt Nature; yet it pleaſed me much to 
contend with great Earneſtneſs for the Word 
of Faith, and the remiſſion of Sins by the 
Death and Sufferinęs of Jeſus; but I fay. as 
to other things, I {hould let them alone, be- 
cauſe I faw they engendred Strife, and be- 
cauſe that they neither in doing nor in leav- 


ing; undone, did commend us to God by be 
| is; 


the | 
; of 
ne: 
der 
y of 
e Of 
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ht 1, 
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ace, 
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(though I condemn not all that do) for I ve- 


ſtood to, by the ſoundeſt and beit eſtabliſhed 


on. Children, begotten of my own Body, 


to the Chief of Sinners. 133 
his: Beſides, I ſaw my Work before me did 
run into another Channel, even to carry an 
wakening Word; to that therefore 1 did 
ſtick and adhere. 

285. I never endeavoured to, nor durſt make 


85 


12 of other Men's Lines, Rom. 15. 18. 


fly thought, and found by Experience, that 
watt was taught me by the Word and Spirit 
of Chriſt, could be ſpoken, maintained and 


Conſcience z and though I will not now {peak 
all that I know in this Matter; yet my Ex- 
perience hath more Intereſt in that Text of 
Yripture, Gal. I. 11, 12. than many amongſt 
Men are aware. a 
286. If any of thoſe who were awakened 
by my Miniſtry, did after that fall back, (as 
bmetimes too many did) I can truly ſay, 
their Los hath been more to me, than if my 


ud been going to its Grave; I think verily I 
may ſpeak it withont any Offence, to the 
Lord, nothing hath gone ſo near me as that, 
unleſs it it was the fear of the loſs of the Sal- 
„ation of my own Soul: I have counted as 
it | had goodly Buildings and Lordſhips in 
thoſe places where my Children were born: 
My heart hath been fo wrapped up in the 
-lory of this excellent Work, that J count- 
ed my {elf more bleſſed and honoured of God 
ly this, than if he had made me the Empe- 


tor of the Chriſtian World, or the Lord a 
4 


$ 
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all the Glory of the Earth without it! Oh MW: 
theſe Words! He that comverteh a Sinner from Ii 
the Error of his Way, doth fave a Soul from of 
Death, James 5 20. The Fruits of the Righ- Ys: 
teous, is a Tree of Life; and he that winneth Yi" 
gls is wiſe, Prov. II. 30. They that be wiſe Y 
| ſhall ſhine as the Urightaeſs of the Firmament, 
and they that turn many to Righteouſ eſs, as the Y! 
Stars for ever ana ever, Dan. 12. 2. For what 
is our Hofe, our Joy, or Crown of Rejoycing 2. 
Are not ye even in the preſerice of our Lord be! 
Jeſus Christ at his coming? for ye are our Glo- I 
ry and Joy, 1 Theſ. 2. 19, 20. Theſe, I y, N 
with many others of a like nature, have been 
great Refreſhments to me. | | 
287. I have obſerved, That where J have“ 
had a Work to do for God, I hive had firſt “ 
as it were, the going of God upon my Spirit, “) 
to deſire I might Preach there: I have alſo N 
obſerved, that ſuch and ſuch Souls in parti- 
cular, have been ſtronꝑly ſet upon my heart, 
and I ſtirred up to wiſh for their Salvation; . 
and that theſe very Souls have, after this,“ 
been given in the Fruits of my Miniſtry. 1” 
have obſerved, that a Word c:it in by the by, 
hath done more Execution in a Sermon, than 
all that was ſpoken beſides: Sometimes alſo, . 
when I have thought I did no good, then II 
did the moſt of all; and at other times, 
when I thought I ſhould catch them, I have” - 
fiſhed for nothing. 
288. J have alfo obſerved, that where there 


has been a Work to do upon Sinners, 99 ſpe 1 


to the Chief of Sinners. 135 
Oh Mic Devil hath begun to Roar in the Hearts 
nd by the Mouths of his Servants, yea, 
often times, when the wicked World hath 
2% esd molt, there hath been Souls awaked by 
1th Ie Word: 1 could inftance Particulars, but 
wiſe | j0r bear. | 
ent, 289. My ereat Deſire in my fulfilling my 
the Y\linittry, was, to get into the darkeſt Places 
war Bo! the Country, even amonelt thoſe People 
up 2 tut were fartheſt off of Profeſtion: Yet not 
od becauſe 1 could not endure the Light, (for !. 
Pl tered not to ſhew my Gyolpel to any) but 
fay, Nbecauſe J found my Spirit did lean molt after 
een Ravakening and converting Work, and the 
Word that I carried did lean it felt moſt that 
nave Way alſo; Tea, ſo have J {trived to Preach 
firſt /e Goſpel, not where Christ was named, los? 
irit, / ald Build up another's Man's Foundation, 
alſo Y Rom. 15. 20. 
Arti- 200. in my Preaching, I have really been 
art," in, and have, as it were, travelled to 
on ;Þ 31122 forth Children to God, neither could 1 
this}: {1tisficd, unleſs ſome Fruits did appear in 
„ Io Work: If I were Fnuitleſs, it mattered 
by ho commended me; but if I were 
than r ittul, I cared not who did condemn. L have 
alſo, fought of that, Lo, Children are an Heritage 
en I the Lord; and the Fruits of the Womb is hes 
meg ward. As Arrows in the Hand of a AMiph- 
have las, ſo are Children of the Youth. Happy 
s the Man that hut h filled his Quiver full of 
there %; they ſhall not be aſhamed, but they ſhall 
chere e with the Enemies in the Cate, Pſalm 127. 


354% f. G 291, 
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291. It pleaſed me nothing to ſe People 
drink in Opinions, if they ſeemed Ignoran m. 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and the worth of their ow, | 
Salvation, ſound conviction for Sin, effec : 
ally for Unbelief, and an Heart ſet on Fire t4 
be ſaved by Chriſt, with ſtrong Breathinghrc 
after a truly ſinctiſied Soul: That it was tha. 
delighted me; thoſe were the Souls I counted, 
. bleſſed. 1 BY 
292, But in this Work, as in all other, I; 
had my Temptations attending me, and tha j 
of divers kinds, as ſometimes I ſhould be aÞ.; 
faulted with great Diſcouragement therein ul, 
fearing that I ſhould not be able to ſpeakly 20 
a Word at all to Edification ; nay,that I ſhoul t 
not be able to ſpeak Senſe unto the People It 
at which times [ ſhould have ſuch a {trang; 
Faintneſs and Strengthleſnels ſeize upon d 
Body, that my Legs have ſcarce been able tg 
carry me to the Place of Exerciſe. un 
2093. Sometimes again, when J have been. 
Preaching, I have been violently aſſaultecq 
with Thoughts of Blaſphemy, and itronglyſ, 
tempted to ſpeak the Words with my Mouth, 
before the Congregation. I have alſo at ſome 
time, even when I have begun to ſpeak tne 
Word with much Clearneſs, Evidence and: 
liberty of Speech, yet been, before the end. 
ing of that 5 fo blinded, and ſo 2 
eftranged from the things I have been (peak 
ing, and have been alſo ſo ſtraitned in myFri 
Speech, as to Utterance before the People 
that I have been as if 1 had not known, 0 
| remem 


- + 


mo the Chief of Sinners. 137 
nembred what J have been about; or as 
ny Head had been in a Bag all the time of 
y Exerciſe. 

294. Again, when as ſometimes I have 
n about to Preach upon ſome ſmart and 
ching Portion of the Word, I have found 
:Tempter ſuzgeſt, What ! will you Preach 
's! Thas condemns your ſelf , of this your 
Sul is guity  wherefore Preach not of it at 


op! 
Oran 

OW! 
\pec 
Ire t 
thing 
S tha 
Untee 


er, ; r if you do, yet ſo mince it, as to make 
| thay {or your own eſcape, leſt inſtead of awa- , 
de al ming ot hers, you lay that guilt upon you own 
rein Mil, as you will never get from under. 

ou Q 265. But, I thank the Lord, I have been 
OU 


pt from conſenting to theſe ſo horrid Sug- 
tions, and have rather, as Samgſon, bowed 
iy ſelf, with all my Might, to condemn Sin 
id Tranſgreſſion where-ever I found it, yea, 
0agh therein allo J did bring guilt upon my 
xn Conſcience ! Let me dye, thought I, with 
Philiſtiues, Judges 16. 29, 30. rather than 
al corruptly with the bleſſed Word of God, 
ou that teache dt another, teacheſt not thou 
iy ſelf? It is far better than to Judge thy 
h, even by Preaching plainly unto others, 
ien thou, to fave thy felf, impriſon the 
[ruth in Unrighteouſneſs : Bleſſed be God for 
i help allo in this. 

296. I have alſo, while found in this bleſ- 
| Work of Chriſt, been often tempted to 
"ide and Liftings up of Heart; and though 
dare not ſay, 1 have not been affected with 
lis, yet truly the Lord, of his precious 
G 23 Mercy, 
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Mercy, hath fo carried it towards me, t 
for the molt Part I have had but ſmall Joy 


give Way to ſuch a thing: For it hath be 05 
mY every-Days Portion to be let intot Foe 
Evil of any own Heart, and fill made to =} 
luck a multitude of Corruptions and Infirh, x. 
dies therein, that it nath cauſed hanging do © 
of the Head under all my Gifts and Atti. 


ments: I have ſeit this Thorn in the Fle 
(2 Cor. 12. 8, 9.) the. very Mercy of G 


mate. 

TO MC. | . = 
297. J have had alſo, together with t : 
lone notable Place or other of the W ber 
preteimted before me, Which Word hath Mut 
rained in it ſome ſharpꝑ and piercing Sentenſf.{, 


concerning the periſhing of the Soul, 1 b. 
- Withitanding Gifts and Parts; as for Inſtan 
that hath been of great uſe to nie, Thong. 
tpeak with the Tongue of Alen and Arg 1 
and have not Charity, I am become as found(i),c, 
Braſs, and a tinkling Cymbal, 1 Cor. 13.1, 
298.. A tinkling Cymbal is an Inſtrume 
of Muſick, with which a skilful Player 
make ſuch melodious and heart-inflaming\ 
»- fick, that all who hear him Play, can ſcar 
ly hold from Dancing; and yet behold ere 
Cymbal hath not Life, neither comes po 
Muſick from it, but becauſe of the Art of Me 
that Plays therewith, ſo then the Inſtrumꝗ n, 
at laſt may come to nought and petl 
though in times paſt ſuch Muſick hath be 
made upon it. | | 


296. ] 


th co 
nte! 
ln 


{tan 


We 
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199. Juſt thus, I ſow it was and will be 


tin then that have Gifts, but want ſaving 


10, they are in the Hund of Chriſt, as 


BC vbal in the Hand ef David; and as 


wid; and as David could with the Cy ta- 
make that Mirth in ths Service of God, as 
elevate. the Hearts of the Worſhippers, 
) Chriſt can uſe theſe gifted Men, as with 


Sem to affect the Souls of his People in 
i Church; yet when he hath done all, 


ing them by, as lifeleſs, though ſounding 
ymbals. | 
zoo. This Conſideration therefore, toge- 


ter with ſome others, were for the molt 


urt, as a Maul on the Head of Pride, and 
lire of Varn-elory : What, thought I, ſhall 
be proud becauſe I am a ſounding Braſs ? 
it ſo much to beaFiddle ? Hath not the 


it Creature that hath Life more of God in 


* 
* 


than theſe ? Beſides, 1 knew 'twas Love 


ould never die, but theſe muſt ceaſe and 
aniſh 2 So I concluded, a little Grace, a little 


Love, a little of the true Fear of God,is better 
tan all the Gifts: Yea, and I am fully con 


laced of it, that it is poſlible for Souls that 


"Fein ſcarce give a Man an Answer, but with 
Fr:at Confuſion as to Method, I fay it is as 
Ipoſlible for them to have a thouſand times 
more Grace, and fo to be more in the Love 
Find Favour of the Lore, than ſome who: by 
Wie vertue of the gift of Knowleds, can deli- 

Wir themſelves like Angels. if 


G 3 


21 8 
301. Thus 
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301. Thus therefore I came to perceive,thW'" 
though Gifts in themſelves were. good, to Mc 
thing for which they are deſigned, to w 
the Edification of others, yet empty 2 
without Power to fave the Soul of him thi 
hath them, if they be alone: Neither x 
they, as ſo, any ſign of à Man's State to |} 
happy, being only a Diſpenſation of God | 
tome, of whoſe improvement, or mon-ig 
provement, they muſt when a littlz Low 
more is over, give an Account to him th 
is ready to Judge the Quick and the Dead. 

302. This ſhewed me too, that Gifts bein 
alone, were dangerous, not in themſelves, b 
becauſe of thoſe Evils that attend them th. 
have.them, to wit, Pride, defire of Vain-glory 
Self. conceit, cc. all which were eaſily blow 
up at the Applauſe and Commendation 
every unadviſed Chriſtian, to the endangerÞ® 
ing of a poor Creature to fall into the Conf H 
demnation of the Devil. hi 

303. I faw therefore that hz that hath Gif de 
had need be let into a fizht of the Nature 0 fa 
them, to wit, that they come ſhort. of ma” 
king of him to be in a truly ſaved Condition 
teſt he reſt in them, and fo fall ſhort of th * 
Grace of Gad. | Y 

zog. He hath alſo cauſe to walk hwnbly l. 
with God, and be little in his own Eyes, and, 

to remember withal, that his Gifts are not k 

his own, but the Churches; and that by them 
he is made a Servant to the Church; and he“ 
maſt give at laſt an Account of his Remy 

p 


knows that I am innocent. 
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p unto the Lord Jeſus; and to give a good 


count, will be a bleſſed thing. 

205, Lt all Men therefore prize à little 
with the Fear of the Lord, (Gifts indeed are 
zhrable) but yet great Grace and {mall Gifts 
e better than great Gifts and no Grace. It 
goth not ſay, the Lord gives Gifts and Glory, 
but the Lord gives Grace and Glory; and 
Hlfſed is ſuch an one, to whom the Lord 


Fives Grace, true Grace, for that is a certain 
Ffore-runner of Glory. 


306. But when Satan perceived that his 
thus tempting and aftaulting of me, would 
not anſwer his Deſfizn ;, to wit, to overthrow 
tne Miniſtry,and make it ineffectual, as to the 
Ends thereof : Then he tried another Way, 
which was to ſtir up the Minds of the Igno- 
rant and Malicious, to load me with Slan- 
ders and Reproaches: Now therefore I may 
lay, That what the Devil could deviſe, and 


his Inftruments invent, was whirled up and 


down the Country againſt me, thinking, as I 
ſlid, that by that Means they ſhould make 
my Miniftry to be abandoned. 

307. It began therefore to be rumoured up 
and down among the People, that I was a 
— a Jeſuit, a Highway-man, and the 
Ke. | 

308. To all which, I ſhall only ſay, God 
But as for mine 
Accuſers, let them provide themſelves to meet 
me before the Tribunal of the Son of God, 
thereto anſwer for all theſe thiags(with all the 

64 reſt 
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relt of their Iniquities) unle$ God ſhall vive 
them Repentance for them, for the which Wy u 
pray with all my heart. 

309. Bnt that which was reported with 
the boldeſt Confidence, was, that J had wylif 
A. fes, my Whores, my Baſtards, yeo, tw 
W:ves at once, and the like. Now theſe Slan- 
ders (with the other) I glory in, becauſtſott 
but Slanders, Fooiith, or Knavith Lies „o! 
and Falthoods caft upon me by the De- or 


vil and his Seed; and bond J not be gealtÞ 3 
with thus wicked'y by the World, IT ſhould kn 
want one fig of » Saint, and a Child offiie! 
God. Birffed ave you (iid the Lord Jeſas) ito! 


we Aen. # 200 revile 179 5 wid nerfernte you, Nan 
and ſhall fey all manner of Fil ef you falſely fer W. 
my ſale, rencyce aud be cactecliß gl ad, for great En 
& your Reward in Hleuten; for ſ% perſecuted ina 
they the Prophets wjich were cefore you, Mat. Ithe 
4.11, He 

310. Theſe things therefore, upon mine IP. 


hes 


mine own Account, trouble me not; no, tie)! tec 
they were twenty times more than they are. th 
] have a good Conſcience, and whereas they Iſte 
ſpeak evil of me, as an Evil-doer, they ſhall NB: 
be aſhamed that falſcly aecuſe my good Con: Yn 
verſation in Chriſt. 

211. So then, what ſhall l ay to thoſe Ft! 
tut hive thus beſpattered me! ſhail | threaten II. 
them? Shall I chide them? Shall I fatter Ich 
them? Shall I intreat them to hold their I 
Tongues ? No, not I, were it not for that 
theſe things make them ripe for Dama 5 


£ 
* 7 


lich 


With 


give 
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hat are the Authors and Abettors, I would 
by unto them, Report it, becauſe it will in- 


reale my Glory. 
12, Therefore I bind theſe Lies and Slan- 


mylſers to me as an Ornament, it belonęs to my 
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Chriſtian Profeſſion to be vilified, ſhndered, 
eproached and reviled; and ſince all this is 
zothing elſe, as my God and my Conſcience 
{0 bear me Witneſs; Irejoyce in Reproaches 


Ir Chriſt's fake. 


313. I alſo calling all thoſe Fools, or 
Knaves, that have thus made it any thing of 
their Buſineſs, to affirm any of theſe things 
ore named of me, namely, that I have been 


nnght with other Women, or the like. 


When they have uſed to the utmoſt of their 


Endeavours, and made the fulleſt Enquiry 


that they can, to prove againſt me truly, that 
there is any Woman in Heaven, or Earth, or 
Hell, that can ſay, I have at any Time, in any 


Place, by Day or Night, ſo much as attemp- 


ted to be naught with them, and ſpeak I 
thus, to beg mine Enemies into a good E- 
ſeem of me: No, not I: I will in this beg 
Beliet of no Man: Believe or disbelieve me 
in this, all is a- caſe to me. IND 

314. My Foes have miſſed their Mark in 


tis their ſhooting at me. I am not the Man, : 
| wiſh that they themſelves be guiltle$, if all 


the Fornicators and Adulterers- in England 
were hanged ” by the Neck tilt they be dead, 
Joh Bunyan the Object of their Envy, would 


be ſtill alive and well. I know not whether there 


G's, 
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be ſuch a thing as a Woman breathing unde 
the Copes of Heaven, but by their Apparel. 
their Chidren,or by commonfFame, except my 
Wife. | 
315. And in this I admire the Wiſdom of 
God, that he made ſhy of Women from wy 
firſt Converſion untill now. Theſe know, andi at 
can alfo bear me Witneſs, with whom [I have j 
been moſt intimately concerned, that it is 
rare thing to lee me carry it pleaſant toward 
a Woman; the common Salutation of Wo4 
men I abhor, tis odious to me in whomſo4 
ever I ſee it. Their Company alone, I can4 
not away with, I ſeldom ſo much as touch 2 
Woman's Hand, for I think theſe things are 
not {ſo becoming me. When I have ſe 
good Men falute thoſe Women that they have 
viſited, or that have viſited them, I hay 
at times made my Objection againft it, and 
when they have anſwered, that it was but a 
piece of Civility, I have told them, it is not} 
A comely Sight: Some indeed have urged the 
Holy Kiſs ; but then I have asked why the 
made Baulks, why they did falute the moi 
Handſome, and let the Ill-fayonred go; thi 
how laudable ſoever {ach things have been in 
the Eyes of others, they have been unſeemly 
in my fight. 
3216. And now fora wind-up in this Matter 
I calling not only Men, but Angels, to prove 
me guilty of - having carnally to do with an 
Woman fave my Wiſe, nor am I afrrid to do 
it a ſecond time, knowing that I any 


to the Chief of gunners. 145 Ke 
ad the Lord in ſuch a Caſe, to call God for 
Record upon my Soul, that in theſe things 
am Innocent. Not that I have been thus 
zept, becauſe of any goodels in me, more 
Jan any other, but God has been merciful 
Io me, and has kept me, to whom | pray 
at he will keep me ſtill, not only from this, 
Mut from every evil Way and Work, and 
- preſerve to his heavenly Kingdom. Amen. 

4 317. Now as Satan laboured, by Re- 
Vo. Iproaches and Slanders, to make the Vile a- 
Inong my Country-men, that if poſſible, ay 
preaching might be made of none Effect, ſo 
mere was added hereto, a long and tedious 
Impriſonment, that thereby I might be fright- 
ned from my Service for Chriſt, and the 
World terrified, and made afraid to hear me 
Preach, in Which I ſhall in the next Place 
give you a brief Account. 


| 
1 
, 
1 


— 


— — 


11 4 brief Account of the Author's Impri- 


prift onment. 


18. LIAving made Profeſſion of the Glo- 
tious Goſpel of Chriſt a long time, 
and preached the fame about five Years, i 
was apprehended at a Meeting of good 
People in the Country, (among whom, had 
ney let me alone, I ſhould have preached that 
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Day, but they took me away from among] 
them) and had me before a Juſtice ; who all in 
after I had offered Security for my appearing] the 


the next Seſſions, yet committed me, becauſY ar: 


my Surities would not conſent to be bound up 
that | ſhould Preach no more to the People. I re 

319, At the Seſſions after I was ind &ed 
for an Upholder and Maintainer of . Unlaw- 
ful Aſſemblies and Conventicles, and for not 
Conforming to the National Worſhip of the 
Church of England; and after ſome Confe 
rence there with the Juſtices, they taking 1 
my plain Dealing with them for a Confeſlion,} 
as thy termed it, of the Indict ment, did Sen, 
gence me to a perpetual Banifhment, becauſe 
refuſed to Conform. So being again delivered 
ap to. the Goaler's Hands, I was had home 
to Prilon, and there have lain now compleat 
twelve Years, waiting to ſee what God would 
ſuffer theſe Men to do with me. 

320. In which Condition 1 have continu- 
ed with much content, through Grace, but 
have met with many Turnings and Goings 
upon my Heart, both from the Lord, Satan, 


and my own Corruptions; by all which 
(Clory be to Jeſus Chriſt) ] have allo re- 


ceived among many things, much Convict! 
on, Inſtruction, and Underſtanding, of which 
at large I ſhall not here Diſcourſe; only give 
you a hint or two, a Word that may ſtir up 


dhe the Godly to bleſs God, and to prey for 


me z and alſo to take Encouragemen”,. fhould 
the cate be their o.], Not to fear mt Man 
can fg wie then © 7. 
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321. I never had in all my Life, ſo great 
in in-let into the Word of God as now z 
them Scriptures that I aw nothing in before, 
are made in this Place and State to thine 
upon me; Jeſus Chriſt alſo was never more 
real and apparent than now; here I have 
ſeen and felt him indeed: O that Word, We 
have not preached unto you cunningly devi- 
ſel Fables, 2 Pet. 1. I6. and that, God rai- 
ſed ChriSÞ from the Dead, and gave him Glo- 
ry, that our Faith and Hope might be in God, 
1 Pet. 1. 2. were bleſſed Words unto me 
in this imprifoned condition. 

322. Theſe three or four Scriptures allo 
have been great Refreſhmeats in this Condi- 
tion, to. me; John 14. 1, 2, 35 4. Joh. 16.3 3. 
Col. 3. 3, 4. Heb. 12.22, 23, 24. So that ſome- 
times, when I have been in the favour of them, 
| have been able to laugh at Deſtruction, and 
to fear neither the Horſe nor his Rider. | have 


had ſweet Sights of the forgiveneſs of my i 


Sins in this Place, and of my being with Jeſus 
in another World - Othe Mount Son, the Hea® 
venly Jeruſilem, the innumerable Company of 
Angels, ar d God the Fudge of all, and the Spirits 
of Jul Men made Perfect, and Jeſus, have been 
{weet unto me in this Place: I have ſeen th 
here, that I am perſwaded I ſhall never, while 
in thisWorld, be able to expreſs: I have ſeen. a 
Truth in this Scripture, Whom having not 


ſeen, yet love; in whom , though nam you ſee il 


him not, yet believing, yet . rejayce with 7, 
wſpeakable, and full of Glory, 1 Pet. 1. 8 
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323. I never knew what it was for God to But 
ſtand by me at all Turns, and at every offer H 7a 
of Satan to affliẽt me, c. as I have found 704 
him fince I came in hither; for look how | 
Fears have preſented themſelves, fo have Sup- I iy, 
or and Encouragemeuts; yea, when | 
have ſtarted, even as it were, at nothing elſe I of 
but my Shadow, yet God, as being very | 
tender of me, hath not ſuffered me to be Ian 
moleſted, but would with one Scripture or {| to 
another ſtrengthen me againſt all; inſo- 
much that I havs often ſaid, Were it lawful, I} is 
I could pray for greater Trouble, for the greater \ 
Comports-ſake, Eccleſ. 7. 14. 2 Cor. 1. 7. I} # 
324. Before I came to Priſon, I ſaw. what I 
was a coming, and had eſpecially two Conſi- I} 
derations warm upon my Heart; the firſt was, I} ti 
how to be able to encounter Death, ſhould Ih 
that be here my Portion, for the firſt of theſe, »y 
that Scripture, Col. 1. 11. was great Infor- Y i 
mation to me, namely, to pray to God robe f 
ſtrengthened with all inight, according to his ! 
glorious Power, unto all Patience and Long- \ 
{ 
{ 
{ 


ſuffering with joyfulne(s + | could ſeldom go to 
re, but for not 
{0 little as a Year together, this Sentence for 
{weet Petition, wouid, as it were, thruſt it 
ſelf into my Mind, and perſwade me, that 
if ever I would through Long: ſuffering, I muſt 
have Patience, eſpecially if I would endure it 
joytully. 

325. As to the ſecond Conſideration, that 
Saying (2 Cyr. 1.9.) was of great uſe to MM, 
| ut 
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J ut we had the Sentence of Death in our ſelves; 
J that we might not truſt in our ſelves, but in God 
¶ that raiſed the Dead; By this Scripture I was 


ow made to ſee, that if ever I would ſuffer right+ 
up- iy, I muſt firſt paſs a Sentence of Death upon 
1 [ Þ every, thing that can properly be called a thing 
lie of this Life, even to reckon my ſelf, my Wife, 
TY my Children, my Health, my Enjoyments, 
be and all, as dead to me, and my ſelf as dead 
or to them. 6 | 
10- 226. The ſecond was to live upon God: that 
ul, is inviſible j. as Paul faid in another Place, the 
fer way not to faint, is to look not at the things 
bat are ſeen but at the things that are not ſeen, 
at FF for the things that are ſeen are Temporal : But 
ii Þ the things that are not ſeen are Eternal: And 
5; thus J realoned with my felt, if T provide on- 


© {| wares; and ſo doth alſo the Pillory: Again, 
if 1 only provide for theſe, then I am not fit 
for Baniſhment : Further, if I conclude that 
Baniſhment is the worſt, then if Death come, 
lam ſurprized: So that, ſee, the beſt Way 
0 to go thorow Sufferings, is to truſt in God 
Tt through Chriſt, as touching the World to 
r come; and as touching this World, to count 
tY the Grave ny Houſe, to make my Bed in Dark- 
t weſs, to ſay to Corruption, thou art ay Father, 
i and to the Worm, thou art my Mother and Si- 
th fer: That is, to familarize theſe things to me. 

327- But notwithſtanding theſe Ty I 
l found my ſelf a Man, encompaſſed wit In- 
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ly for a Priſon, then the Whip comes at una- 
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firmities ; the parting with my Wife and Poe Il! 
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Children, hath often been to me in this Place, . 
as the pulling the Fleſh from the Bones, and Y/ 
that not only becauſe Jam ſomewhat too too Y; 
fond of theſe great Mercies, but alſo becauſe J. 
I ſhould have often brought to my Mind the 
many Hardſhips, Miſeries,and Wants that my | 
poor Family was liketo meet with, ſhould I be | 
taken from them, eſpecially my poor blind 
Child, who lay nearer my Heart than all I had 
ſide: O the thonghts of the Hardſhip I thought 

my blind one might go under, would break 


preferue them alive, and let thy Widuws truſt 


tt 
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my Heart to pieces. 


28. Poor Child! thought I, what Sorrow 


art thou like to have for thy Portion in this 
World? Thou muſt be beaten, mult Beg, ſut- 
fer Hunger, Cold, Nakedneſs, and a thouſand 


Calamities, though I cannot no endure th? 


Wind ſhould blow upon thee. Bt vet recal- 
ling my felf, thought I, I muſt venture you 
all with God, though it goeth to the quick to 
leave you: OI ſaw in this Condition I was as a 
Man who was pulling down his Houſe upon the 
head of his Wife and Children ; vet,thought I, 
Imuſt do it, I muſt do it: And now I thought 
on thoſe two Milch Kine that were to carry the 
Ark of God into another-Country, and to leave 
their Calves behind them, 1 Sam, 6. 10, 12. 
322. But that which helped me in this 
Temptation, was divers Conſiderations, of 
which, three in ſpecial here J will name, the 


= firſt was the Conſideration of thoſe two Scrip- 


tures, Leave thy Fatherleſs Children, I will 


3 
18 
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ce, N 1: and again, The Lord ſaid, Verily it 
nd %%% co well with thy Remnant, verily, 1 wilt 
00 File the Enemy to entreat them well in the time 
iſe , Evil, &c. Jer. 40. 11. Chap. 15. 11. 
he 30. 1 had allh this Conſideration, that if 
ny Bl (honld not venture all for God, days 
be od to take care of my Concernments; but 
nd Yi 1 forſook him in his Ways, for fear of any 
ad Trouble that ſboald come to me or mine; 
he then l ſhould not only falſiſy my Profeſſion, 
ik bar ſhould count alia that my Concernments 
were not ſo ſure, if left at God's Feet, whilſt 
w MA ſtood to and for his Name, as they would be 
iz Yi thev were under my own Care, though _ 
i. © with the denia! of the Way of God. This 
1d as a farting Conſideration, and as Spurs 
12 Punto my Flaw, That Scripture alſo greatly 
„ belped it to faſten the more on me, where 
u © Criſt pravs againſt Judas, that God would 
o Þ appoint him in his Rik Thoughts, which 
a moved him to ſell his Maſter, Pray read it 
1e | toberly, Palin log. 6., 7, 8. &c. 
I, 33 1. | had alſo another Conſideration, and 
1t | that was, The dread of the Torments of 
ie ell, which I was fare they mult partake of, 
e tiut for fear of the Croſs, do thrink from 
their Profe ſſion of Chriſt; his Words and 
is Is before the Sons of Men: I thought alto 
f | of the Glory that he had prepared for thoſe 
e | that in Faith, and Love, and Patience, ſtood 
)- | to his Ways before them. Theſe things, 1 
au, have helped me, when the thoughts of 
the Milery that beth my felf and mine, _ 
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for the fake of my Profeſſion, be expoſed! 


to, hath lain pinching on my Mind. 


332. When I have indeed conceited that 
I might be baniſhed for my Profeſſion, then! 
have thought of that Scripture, 7 hey were 
ſtoned, they were ſũmn aſunder, were tempted, | 
were ſlain with the Sword, they mandred about | 
in Sheep-sRins, aud Contains, being deſtitute, 
aſſlicted, tormented, of whom the World mas 
not worthy, tor all they thought they were too 
bad to dwell and abide amongſt them. I have 
allo thought of that ſaying, The Holy Ghoſt 
witneſſeth in every City, that Bonds ond Af. 


fliftions abide me; \ have verily thought that my 


Soul and it, have ſometimes reaſoned about the 


fore and fad Eſtate of a baniſhed and exiled 
Condition, how they are expoſed to Hunger, 
to Cold, to Perils, to Nakedneſs, to Ene- 
mies, and a thouſand Calamities; and at laſt, 
it may be to dye in a Ditch, like a poor for- 


lorn and deſolate Sheep. But I thank God, 


hitherto, I have not been moved by thele 
moſt delicate Reaſonings, but have rather, by 
them, more 2pproved my Heart to God, 
232. I will tell you a pretty Buſineſs; l 
was once above all the reft, in a very fad and 


low Condition for many Weeks at which | 


time alſo I being but a young Priſoner, and 
not acquainted with the Laws, kad this laid 
much upon my Spirit, That my Impriſonment 
might end at the G allows for ought that I could 
tell. Now therefore Satan laid hard at me, 


to beat me out of Heart, by ſuggeſting the 
| | unto 


to the Chief of Sinners. 
unto me, But how if, when when you come in- 
deed to dye, you ſhould be in this Condition; 
that 1s, as not to ſavour the things of God nor 
ta have any Evidence upon your Soul for a bet- 


ter State hereafter ? ) for indeed at this time 


all the things of God were hid from my Soul.) 

334. Wherefore when I at firſt began to 
think of this, it was a great Trouble to me; 
for I thought with my ſelf, that in the Con- 
dition I now was in, J was not fit to die, 
neither indeed did think I could, if I ſhould 
be called to it : Beſides, 1 thought with my 
ſelf, if I ſhould make a ſcrambling ſhift to 
clamber up the Ladder, yet I would either 
with quaking, or other ſymptoms of faintins 
five occaſton to the Enemy to reproach the 
the Way of God and his People for their ti- 
morouſneſs. This therefore lay withgreat 
Trouble upon me, for methoughts J was a- 
ſhamed to die with a pale Face, and tottering 
Knees, in ſuch a Caſe as this. 

335. Wherefore I pray to God that he 
would comfort me, and give me ſtrength to 
do and ſuffer what he could call me to; yet 
no Comfort appeared, but all continued hid : 
| was alſo at this time, {p really poſſeſſed 
with the thought of Dea that oft I was as 
it I was on a Ladder with a Rope about my 
Neck, only this was ſome Encouragement to 
me, I thought I might now have an Oppor- 
tunity to ſpeak my laſt Words unto a Multi- 
tude which I thought would come to ſee me 
die; and thought I, if it muſt be fo, if God 


x 


53. 


will 


2 
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will but convert one Soul by my laſt Words, 


[ ſhall not count my Life thrown away, nor 


loſt. 
336. But yet all ths things of God were 


kept out of wy light, and ſtill the Tempter 
followed me with- But whether mut you po | 
when you die ? what will become of you ? where | 


mill you be found in another World ? what Evi- 
dence have you for Heaven and Glory, and ay 
Izheritance among them that are ſanttified ? 
Thus was J toſſed for manv Weeks, and 


knew not what to do; at laſt this Conſidera- 


on fell with weight upon me, That it was for 
the Nord and Hay of God that I was in this 
Condition, wherefore I was engaged not to flinch 
an hair's breadth from it. 6 . 
237. I thought alſo, that God might chooſe 
whether he would give me Comfort now or 


at the hour of Death. but 1 might not there- 


fore chooſe whether I would hold my Pro- 


feſtion or no: I was bound, but he was free, | 


yea, 'twas my Duty to ſtand to his Word, 
Whether he would ever look upon me, or 


fave me at the laſt; Wherefore thought 1. 


ſave the Point being thus, I am for going on, 
and venturing my Eternal State with Chriſt, 
whether I have Comfort here or no; if God 


doth not come in, thought I, I will leap off 


the Ladder even blind. fold into Eternity, fink 
* ſmim, come Heaven, come Hell, Lord Jc. 
ſres, if than wilt catch me, do; if not, I will 
venture for thy Name. 


338. 1 was 
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38. 1 was no ſooner fixed with this Re- 
ſolution, but the Word dropped upon me, 
Doth Job ſerve God for nought? As if the 
Accuſer had ſaid, Lord, Job z no upright - 
Man, he ſerves thee for bye reſpetts: Halt 
thou not made an Hedge about him, &C. But 
put forth now thine Hand, and touch all that he 
hath, and he will curſe thee to thy Face. How 
now thought I, is this the ſign.of an upright 
Soul, to defire to ſerve God, when all is ta- 
ken from him? Is he a godly Man, that will 
ſerve God for nothing rather than give out? 
Bleſſed be God; then J hope I have an up- 
right Heart, for I am reſolved (God giving 


me ſtrength) never to deny my Proſeſſion, 


though I had nothing at all for my Pains, and 
as ] was thus conſidering, that Scripture was 
ſet before me, Pſalm 44. 12. Kc. g 

3:9. Now was my Heart full of Comfort, 
for J hoped it was ſiacere? I would not have 
been without this Tryal for much; I am 
comforted every time I think of it, and I 
hope I ſhall bleſs God for ever for the Teach- 
ing, I have had by it. Many more of the 
Dealings of God, towards me I migat relate, 
But theſe out of the Spuils , Men in battle have 
] Gc.,cated to maintain the Houje of God, 
Cron. 26. 27. | 
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The CONCLUSION. 


K. 3 all the Temptations that ever | 


met with in my Life, to queſtion the 


Being of God, and Truth of his Goſpel, is the | 
worſt, and the worſt to be born; when this | 
Temptation come, it takes away my Girdle 
from me, and removeth the Foundation from 
under me: O, I have often thought of that | 
Have your Loms girt about you with | 
Truth, and of that, }ken the Foundations are | 


Word, 


arſtroyed, what can the Righteous ao i 

2. Sometimes when after Sin committed, 
I have looked for fore Chaſtiſement from the 
Hand of God, the very next that I have 
had from him, hath been the diſcovery of his 
Grace. Sometimes, when I have been com- 
forted, I have called my ſelf a Fool for my 
lo finking under Trouble. And then again, 
when 1 have been caſt down, 1 thought 1 was 
not wiſe, to give ſuch Way to Comfort. 
With ſuch ſtrength and weight hath both theſe 
been upon me. | 

3. I have wondred much at this one thing, 
that tho' God doth viſit my Soul with never 
ſo bleſſed a Diſcovery of himſelf, yet I have 
found again, that ſuch Hours have attended me 
afterwards, that I have been in my Spirit 10 
ſo filled with Darkneſs, that 1 could not 10 
much as once conceive, what that God and 


that Comfort was, with whch I have been re- 
freſhed. | 4. I have 
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4. | have ſometimes ſeen more in a Line 
of the Bible, than I could well telt how to 
tand under. and yet at another time the 
I'hole Bible hath been to metas dry asa ſtick; 
1 Yor rather, my Heart hath been ſo dead and 
he Ydry unto it, that I coulp not conceive the 
he Neaſt Dram of Refreſhment, though I have 
tis Ylooked it all over, 
le 5. Of all Fears, they are beſt that are 
m Jade by the Blood of Chriſt ; and of all Joy, 
at Ithat is the ſweeteſt that is mixed with Mourn- 
% Ius over Chriſt : Oh! tis a goodly thing to 
yo Ye on our Knees, with Chriſt in our Arms, 
before God. I hope I know ſomething of 
d, | theſe things. 4 
he 6. I find to this Day ſeven Abominatiens 
ve Yi! my Heart: 1. Inclining to Unbelief. 2. 
iis suddenly to forget the Love and Mercy 
1. that Chriſt manifeſteth. 3. A leaning to the 
iy Works of the Law. 4. Wandrings and Cold- 
n, Ness in Prayer. 5. To forget to Watch for 
as that I pray for. 6. Apt to murmur becauſe 1 
t. Ive no more, and yet ready to abuſe whatl 
ſo lere. 7. I can do none of thoſe things which 
God commands me, but my Corruptions 
g, will thruſt in themſelves. When I would do 
er Coed, Evil is preſent with me. 
Ve 7. Theſe things I continually ſee and feel, 
1 ud am afflicted and oppreſſed with, yet the 
ſo Wiſdom of God doth order them for my 
ſo Neood. 1. They make me abhor my ſelf. 2. 
id They keep me from truſting my Heart. z. 
e- They convince me of the Inſufficiency of all 
In- 
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inherent ' Righteouſneſs. 4, They ſhew me 

the Neceſſity of flying to Jeſus. F. Theu H 
preſs me to pray unto God. 6. They fhe\ duc 
me the Need I have to watch and be ſober i: 
7- And provoke me to pray unto God, thro"! * 


Chriſt, to help me, and carry me through 
this World, ; 


— — - np! 
A Continuation of Ar. Bunyan's Life; beMY* 
ginning where he left off, and concluding mit 
the Time and Maumer of his Death au 
Burial, together with ſus true CharaSter,&M 


1 The Painful and Induſtrious Au 
thor of this Book, has already give 
you a faithful and very moving Relation of th 
beginning and middle of the Days of his Pil 
gimage on Earth, and ſince there yet remains 
ſomervhat worthy of Notice and Regard 
Which accurr'd in the laſt Scene of his Life: 
the which, for want of Time, or Fear, fon E 
over-{enſorious People ſhould impute it t 
him, as an earneſt coveting of Praiſe from!“ 
Men; he has not left behind him in Writing 
Wherefore as a true Friend, and long Ac 
 quaintance of Mr. Bunyan's, that his good 
End may be known, as well as his evil Be 
gianing,il have taken upon me, from m 
Knowledge, and the beſt Account given b 
other of his Friends, to piece this to thi 
Thread, too ſoon broke off, and ſo lengtae 
it out to his entring upon Eternity. , 1 
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Jes, Comforts, and Deliverances he found, 


Frozrels he notwithſtanding made (by the 
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He has told you at large, of his Birth and* © 
ducation; the evil Habits and Corruption: 
{ his Youth; the Temptations he ſtrugled 
id conflicted ſo frequently with, the Mer- 


ow he came to take upon him the Preaching 
the Goſpel; the Slanders, Reproaches and 
nprifonments that attended him, and the 


ſiſtance of God's Grace) no doubt to the 
ring of many Souls: Therefore take theſe 
tings, as he himſelf has methodically laid 
dem down in the Words of Verity; and fo 
pris on, as to what remains. 
Alder his being freed from his Twelve Years 
mprifoament and upwards, for Nonconfor- 
jr, wherein he had time to furniſh the 
Vorld with ſundry good Books, &c. and by 
s Patience, to move Dr. Barlow, the then 
ih» of Lincelu, and other Church- men, 
b picy his hard and unreaſonable Sufferings, 
o far as to frand very much his Friends, in 
rocacing his Enlargement, or there perhaps 
e had died, by tne Noyiomneſs and Ikufrze 
tie Place. Being now 1 ſay, again at Li- 
erty, and having through Mercy ſhaken off 
o Bodily Fetters, for thoſe upon his Soul 
gere broken before, by the abounding Grace 
tr ied his Heart, he went to viſit thoſe 
c 24 bern a Comfort to him in hisTribula- 
92, with a Chriſtian-like Acknowledgment 
their Kindneſs and Enlirg:zment of Cha- 
ky 5 giving Encouragement by his Example, 
ik 
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if it happened to be their hard Haps, to . 
into Affliction or Trouble, than to ſuffer pa 
ently for the ſake'of a-goodConſcience,and M 
the Love of God in Jeſus Chriſt, towar"'© 
their Souls, and by many cordial Perſwaſion is 
{upported ſome, whole Spirits began to ſinÞ*t 
low, through the fear of Danger that threat 
ned their Worldly Concernment, ſo that ti 
People found a wonderful Conſolation in hl * 
Diſcourſe and Admonitions. ton 
As often as Opportunity would admit, Mu 
gathered them together (though the Law WIN 
then in force againſt Meetings) in convent aß 
ent Places, and fed them with the ſincere Mil” 
of the Word, that they might grow up i Wh 
Grace thereby, To ſuch as were any wher@** 
taken and impriſoned upon theſe Accounts de 
he made it another part of his Buſineh tQ*" 
extend his Cherity, and gather Relief fo cr 
ſuch of them as wanted. A 
He took great care to viſit the Sick, ang 
ſtrengthen them againſt the ſuggeſtions of th.“ 
Tempter, which at ſome times are very pre W 
valent; ſo that they had cauſe for ever to ble,” 
God, who had put it into his Heart, at ſud” 
a time, to reſcue them from the Power of thi 
roaring Lion, who fought to devour them 
nor did he ſpare any Pains or Labour in Trave E 
tho' to the remote Countries where he knew” 
or ĩmagined any People might ſtand in need 
his Aſſiſtance, inſomuch that ſome, by ne 
Viſitations that he had made, which was tw 
or three every Year (ſome, though in jecrili 
; Manne 
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ner no doubt, gave him the Epithet of 
hop Bunyan) whillt others envied him for 
is © earneſtly labouring in Chriſt's Vine- 
ard, yet the Seed of the Word he (all 


war” ; | 
aſion is While) ſowed in the Hearts of his Con- 
) fin hegation, watered with the Grace of God, 


brought forth in Abundance, in bringing in 
Diſciples to the Church of Chriſt. | 
Another Part of his Time ke ſpent in re- 
tonciling Differences, by Which he hindred 
it, Nuany Miſchiefs, and ſaved ſome Families from 
Wa Ruin, and in ſuch Fallings-out, he was un- 
averMealy, till he found a Mea.1s to labour a Re- 
Maconciliation, and become a Peace-maker, on 
wp i hom a Bleſſing is promiſed in Holy Writ 3 
vherind indeed in doing this good Office, he may 
bunte ſaid to ſam up his Days, it being the laſt 
ef f adertaking of his Life, as will appear in the 
f fo close of this Paper. 
When in the late Reign, Liberty of Con. 
„and cience was unexpectedly given and indulged 
f thJ'0 Diſſenters of all Perſwaſions, his piercing 
pre Wit penetrated the Vail, and found that it 
» bleſllwes not for the Diſſenter's ſake they were ſo 
t ſucHUdenly freed from the Proſecutions that had 
of thong lain heavy upon them, and ſet in a Man- 
lem er, on an equal Foot with the Church of 
rave Fand, which the Papiſts were undermining, 
neuend about to {ubvert : He foreſaw all the Ad- 
60 0-0 tizes that could redowund to the Dil- 
theY:2ters; would have been no more than what 
ty io hemus, the Monſtrous Gyant of Sicily 
erinfl ould have allowed U!:fes, viz. That he 
OS would. 
** 
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would eat his Men firſt, and do him the; Favo 
of being eaten laſt : For although Mr. Zumyay 
following the Examples of others, did la 
hold of this liberty, as an acceptable thing i 
it ſelf, knowing God is the only Lord ol e 
Conſcience, and that it is good at all times t. nil 
do according to the Dictates of a good Conf M 
ſcience, and that the Preaching the glad Ty" 
dings of the Goſpel is beautiful in the Preach ”* 
er 3 yet in all this he moved with Caution anc 
a holy Fear, earneſtly praying for the avert 
ing impendent Judgments, which he fowl 
like a black Tempeſt, hanging over our Heads! 9 
tor gur Sins, and ready to Freak upon us, and 7 
that the Nulvites Remedy was now highly © 
aeceſlary : Hereupon he gathered his Conęre 
gation at Pedford, where he moſtly lived, andi 
had lived and ſpent the greateſt part of his] © 
Life; and there being no convenient Place to bel. 
had, for the Entertainment of ſo great a con- 
U 

h 


flnence of People as followed him, upon the 
Account of his Teaching, he conſulted with 
them, for the building of a Meeting-Houle 
to which they made their voluntary Contri— 
butions, with all Chearfulneſs and Alacrity; 
and the firſt time he appeared there to Edify, 
the Place was ſo thronged, that many was 
conſtrained to ſtay without, though the Houle 
was very ſpacious, every one ſtriving to par- 
take of his Inſtructions, that were of his 
Perſwaſion, and ſhew their good Will to- 
wards him, by being preſent at the opening 
the Place ; and here he lived in much Bog 
| All 
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1nd quiet of Mind, contenting himſelf with 
I that little God had beſtowed upon him, and 
equeſtring himſelf from all ſecular Employ- 
ments, to follow that of his Call to the Mi- 
niſtry; for as God faid to Maſes, he that 
made the Lips and Heart, can give Eloquence 
ind Wiſdom, without extraordinary Acquire- 
ments in an Univerſity. | 
Daring theſe things, there were Regulators. 
{ent into all Cities and Towns corporate, to 
neu model the Government in the Magiſtra- 
Ic, cc. by turning out ſome, and putting in 
- 0 others; againſt this Mr. Bunyan expreſſed his 
Leal with ſome Wearineſs, as foreſeeing the 
bad Conſequence that would attend it, and 
laboured with his Congregation, to prevent 
their being impoſed on in this kind, and when 
a Great Man in thoſe Days coming to Bed- 
rd, _ fome ſuch Errand, ſent for him, 
as tis ſuppoſed, to give him a Place of pub- 
lik Truſt, he would by no Means come at 
him, but ſent his Excuſe. 
When he was at leiſure from Writing and 
Teaching, he often came up to London, and 
there went among the Congregations of the 
Non-Conformiſts, and uſed his Talent to the 
great good-liking of the Hearers, and even 
ſome, to whom he had been miſrepreſented, 
upon the Account of his Education, were con- 
vinced of his Worth and Knowledge in ſacred 
Things, as perceiving him to be a Man of 
ſound Judgment, delivering himſelf plainly und 
powerfully; inlomuch, that many who came 
23 ͤ oo Speck 
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Spectators for Novelty, rather than to be edi. 
fied and improved, went away well fatisfied 
with what they heard, and wondred, as the 
ews did at the Apoſtles, viz. whence this 
lan ſhould have theſe Things; perhaps not 
conſidering that God more immediately aſſiſts 
thoſe that make it their Buſineſs induſtriouſly 
and chearfully to labour in his Vineyard. 
Thus he ſpent his latter Years in imitation I. 
of his great Lord and Maſter, the ever-bleſſed I but 
Jeſus; he went about doing good, ſo that the Cre 
molt prying Critick, or even Malice her ſelſ, Ne- 
is defied to find, even upon the narroweſt I ole 
Search or Obſervation, and Sully or Stain upon Þ© and 
his Reputation, with which he may be juſtly ¶ Six 
charged; and this we note, as a Challenge to een 
thoſe. that have had the leaſt regard for him, I by 
or them of his Perſwaſion, and have one way I Por 
or other appeared in the Front of thoſe that I wi 
oppreſſed him; and for the turning whoſe up, 
= oy in obedience to the Commiſſion and I fin 
Commandment given him of God; he fre- I toc 
quently prayed, and ſometimes ſought à Bleſ- I he 
fing for them, even with Tears, the Effects of I pu 
whach they may, peradventure, tho” undeſer- .he 
vedly, have found in their. Perſons, Friends, I th: 
Relations, or Eſtates; for God will hear the 6 
Prayer of the Faithful, and anſwer them, even e 


ber thoſe that vex them, as it happened in the I At 
WE cale-of Jobs praying for the three Perſons that A 


been grievous, in their Reproach againſt Im 
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But yetlet me come a little nearer to Parti- e 


din, even in the Day of his Sorrow. = 2 


calars: 


ulars, and Periods of Time, for the better re- 
freſhing the Memories of thoſe that knew his 
Labour and Sufferings; and for the SatisfaQi- 
on of all that ſhall read this Book. F 


After he was ſenſibly convicted of the wick- | | 1 


ed State of his Liſe, and converted; he Was 
Baptized into the Congregation, and admitted 

; Member thereof, viz. in the Year 1655. 
and became ſpeedily a very zealous Profeſſor; 
but upon the Return of King Charles to- the 
Crown in 1660, he was on the 12thof over 
ber taken, as he was edify ing ſome good Peo- 
ple that were got together, to hear the Word 

ind confined in Bedford Goal, for the ſpace of 
dix Years, till the Act of Indulgence to Diſ- 
enters being allowed, he obtained his Freedom 
by the Interceſſion of ſome in Truſt and 
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Power, that took Pity of his Sufferings; but - 88 


within Six Years afterwards he was again taken: _ * 


up, vi. in the Year 1666, and was thencon- 
ned for Six Years more, when. the Goaler 
took ſuch Pity of his rigorous Sufferings, that: 
he did as the Egyptian Goaler did to Jaſeplsy 
put all the Care and Truſt in his Hand: When 


he was taken this laſt time he was Preaching on 
theſe Words, viz. Do#t thou believe the Son of 


God? and this Impriſonment continued Sie 
Years, and when this was over, another ſhort 


Affliction, which was an Impriſonment of Half 
a Year fell to his Share. During theſe Confine- 
ments, he wrote theſe following Books, vin 


If Prayer by the Spirit The Holy. Citys Keſur+- 
the firſt Part. 
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In the laſt Year of his Twelve Years Im- 
FpFPriſonment, the Paſtor of the Congregation at 
SBeaford died, and he was choſen to that Care 


in this his Charge, he often had Diſputes with 
Scholars, that came to oppoſe him, as ſuppo- 
ſing him an Ignorant Perſon, and tho” he argu- 


Logical Expreſſions; yet he nonpluſſed 
one who came to oppoſe him in his Congrega- 
tion, by demanding whether or no we had the 
true Copies of the Original Scriptures; and a- 
nother, when he was Preaching, accuſed him 


hard for mo$t to be ſaved, ſay ing, by that he 
went about to exclude moit of his Congrega- 
tion; but he confuted him, and put him to 
Silence, with the Parable of the Stony Ground, 
and other Texts out of the 13th of Matthew, 
in our Saviour's Sermon out of a Ship; all his 
Methods being to keep cloſe to the Scriptures, 
and what he fonnd not warranted there, him- 
ſelf -would not warrant nor determine unless 
in ſuch Caſes as were plain; wherein no Doubts 
or Scruples did ariſe. 
But not to make any further mention of 
this kind, it is well known, that this Perſon 
managed all his Aﬀairs with ſuch Exactneſs as if 
he had made it his Study, above all other things, 
not to give occaſion of Offence, but rather ſut- 
fer many Inconveniences, to avoid being never 
i heard to Reproach or Revile any, what Injury 
peer he received, but rather to rebuke wy 
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of Souls, on the 12th of December 1671. And 


ed 7 8 and by Scripture, without Phraſes 
an 


of Uncharitableneſs, for ſaying, It mas ver) 
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that did; and as it was in his Converſation, io 


it is manifeſted in thoſe Books he has cauſed to 


be publiſhed to the World, where like the Arch- 
Angel diſputing with Satan about the Body of 
Moſes, as we find it in the Epiſtle of St. Jule, 
brings Railing Accuſation (but leaves the Re- 


bukers, thoſe that perſecuted him) to the Lord. 
In his Family he kept. up a very ſtrict Diſci- 


pline, in Prayer and Exhortations; being in this 


like Joſhua, as that good Man expreſſes it, viz. 


What ſever others did; as fer me and my Houſe, 
we will ſerve the Lord; and indeed a Bleſſing 
waited on his Labours and Endeavours, ſo that 
his Wife, as the Plalmilt ſays, was like a pleaſant 


Vine upon the Walls of his Houſe, and luis Chil= - 
dren like Olive Branches round his Table, for fo 


ſhall it be with the Man that fears the Lord; and 
tho* by reaſon of the many Loſſes ke ſuſtained 
by Impriſonment and Spoil, of his chargeable 
Sickneſs, Cc. his Earthly Treaſure {welled not 
to Exceſs, he always had {ufficient, to live de- 
cently and credibly ; and with that he had the 


greateſt of all Treaſures, which is Content; for 


as the Wiſe Man fays,That is a continual Fraſt. 


But where Content dwells, even a poor Cot- 
tage is aKingly Palace;and this Happineſs he hac 
all his Life long, not ſo much minding this 
World, as knowing he was here as aPilgrim and 


Stranger, and had no tarrying City, but looked 
for one not made with Hands Eternal in the 


higheſt Heavens, but at length worn out with 4 
Sufferings, Age, and often Teaching, the Day o 
his Diſſolution drew near, and Death, that un: 
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to the Chief of Sinners. 1 
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EIS Grace abounding 
= locks the Priſon of the Soul, to enlarge it for 
@ more glorious Manſion, put a ſtop to his act- 
20g his Parton the Stage of Mortality; Heaven, 
like Earthly Princes when it threatens War,be- 
ing always ſo kind as to call home its Ambaſſa- 
dors before it be denounced, and even the laſt 
Act or Undertaking of his, was a Labour of 
Love and Charity ; for it fo falling out, that a 
young Gentleman, a Neighbour of Mr. Bunyar, 
happening into the Diſpleaſure of his Father, 
and being much troubled in Mind upon that 
Account, as alfo for that, he had heard his Fa- 
ther purpoſed to diſinherit hin, or otherwiſe 
deprive him of whit he had to leave; he pitch- 
| e Mr. Bunyan as a fit Man to make way 
for his Submiſſion, and prepare his Father's 
Mind to receive him; and he, as willing to do 
any good Office, as it could be requeſted, as 
readily undertook it; and fo riding to Redding 
in Barkſhire ;, he there uſed {ach preſſing Argu- 
ments and Reaſons againſt Anger and Paſſion, 
VV alſo for Love and Reconciliation, that the 
Father was molified, and his Bowels yearned 
4 to his Son. 
But Mr. Bznyan, after he had diſpoſed all 
things to the beſt, for Accomodation, return. 
= ing to London, and being overtaken with exceſ- 
EE five Rains, coming to his Lodging extream wet, 
= fel! ſick of a violent Feaver, which he bore with 
mwuch Conſtancy and Patience, and expreſſed 
SE himſelf, as if he deſired nothing more than to 
be diſſolved, and being with Chrift in that cle, 
__ eſtceming Death as gain, and Life only a tedi- 
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ous delaying Felicity expected; and findifig hign 
Vital Strength decay, having ſettled his Mind ag 
Affairs, as well as the ſhortneſs of Time, and hs 
violence of his Diſeaſe would permit, with a 
Conſtant and Chriſtian Patience, he reſigned his 
Soul into the Hands of his moſt merciful Redee-: 
mer, fallowing his Pilgrimage from the City ef 
Deſtruction, to the New Jeruſalem ; his better 
Part having been all along there, in holy Con- 
remplation, Pantings and Breathings after the 
hidden Manna, and Water of Life, as by ma- . 
ny holy and humble Conſolations expreſſed in his 
Letters to ſeveral Perſons in Priſon, too many to 
be inſerted at preſent. He died at the Houſe of 
one Mr. S:raddock a Grocer, at the Star on Snow- 
Hi, in the Pariſh of St. Sepulchres, Lendon, on the 
12th of Auguſt 1668S, and in the Sixtieth Year of 2 | 
his Age, after Ten Days Sickneſs ; and was buri- 
ed in the New-Burying-Place near the Artillery _ * 
Ground, where he fleeps to the Morning of rhe 
Reſurrection, in hopes of a glorious Riſing, to an 
incorruptible immortality of Joy and Happineſs, 
where no more Trouble and Sorrow ſhall affli& - 
him, but all Tears be wiped away, when the Juſt 
mall be incorporated, as Members of Chriſt their 
Head, and Reign with him, as Kings and Prieſts 
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for ever. 
A brief Character of Mr. John Bunyan. 


E appeared in Countenance to be of a ſtern 

and rough Temper, but in his Converſation 

mild and affable; not given to Loquacity of 
much Diſcourſe in Company, unleſs ſome urgent” 2 
Occaſion required it; obſerving never. to boaſt 
of himſelf, or his Parts, but rather ſeem low aa 
his own, Eyes, and ſubmi himſelf to the 
1 55 : _ men 
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7 ment of others, abhorring Lying and Swearing, . 
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j uſt in all that lay in his Power to his Word, 
dir ſdeming to revenge Injuries, loving to recon. 
eile Differences and make Friendſhip with all; he 
had a ſharp quick Eye, atcompliſhed with an ex- 
= cellent diſcerning of Perſons, being of good Judg- 
ment and quick Wit. As for hiyPerlon, he vas 
Tall of Stature, ſtrong-boned, though not Corpus 
| lent, ſomew!: lat OL rtddyace, with ſparkling 
Eyes, wearing his Hr on hisupper Lip, after 
the old Brichib. Faſhion; ; his HairKeddiſh, but in 
his latter Days, Tame had ſprinkled it with Grey, 
his Noſe well fc, But not ded! ming Or bending, 
and his Mouth moderate ir; £2,his Forel cad fome-4 
What high, and his Hab! Iwan plain and mo- 
deſt; 5 and thus have we im P artiail iy deſeribed rhe 
internal and external Parts of a Fe rſon, whoſe 
Death hath been n: chicgretted, a Perſon who 
E | had tried the. Smiles a1 [i ns of Time 
VP puter 8 mes ITY, or haken in Adyerſie 
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